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Saved by Grace, through Faith 



The Sacrament of the Altar 
What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by 
Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
  
Where is this written? 
The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the 
night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 
to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”  
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
  
What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the Sacrament 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words. For where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
  
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: “Given and shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are 
the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 
“forgiveness of sins.” 
  
Who receives this Sacrament worthily? 
Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy 
and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.”  
 
But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the 
words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 
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Maundy Thursday  
A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 2 1              

 
The service tonight is in four parts:  
 
(1) The Service of Reconciliation marks the end of Lent. On Ash Wednesday we confessed our 

sin in a special way and tonight we are absolved, forgiven. We share the peace with one 
another indicating that we seek to forgive as God has forgiven us. 

(2) The Service of the Word where we hear of Christ's gift of his body and blood sacrificed on 
the cross and given in the supper.  

(3) The Service of the Lord's Supper where we go to the table of the Lord where he gives us to 
eat of his suffering and the fruits of the Cross.  

(4) The Stripping of the Altar. The altar represents Christ and it is laid bare, made desolate. The 
service tonight ends with the suffering and agonies of Christ on the cross.  

 
There is no "end," no benediction to conclude this service. The service continues in your homes 
and hearts until tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m. when we gather again to worship God crucified, 
God on a cross, God bleeding, God dead, for us and our life.    

Service of Reconciliation  
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C   Amen. 
P I will go to the altar of God. 
C To God, my exceeding joy. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C Who made heaven and earth. 

Exhortation to Confession 
P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father the sake of 

His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.  
Kneel  

P  O almighty God, merciful Father 
C I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I 
am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
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P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C Amen. 
P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness, but God’s? 
C Yes. 
P Let it be done for you as you believe. 
P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
Stand 

FOURFOLD Sharing of the Peace 

P  God has received us, pardoned us and loved us; let us forgive each other in love and share the 
peace of Christ. 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. We share God’s peace with one another. Peace be to you! 

+ + + 

P  Lord Jesus Christ, you know our faults and have heard our prayers. You have ripped apart the 
barriers that separate us from God and opened us to the grace of God through your sacrifice 
of love on a cross, and your resurrection from the dead. Give us peace. Amen.  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. We share God’s peace with one another. Peace be to you! 

+ + + 

P  As we are forgiven and reconciled to God through Christ Jesus, let us be reconciled to each 
other.  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. We share God’s peace with one another. Peace be to you! 

+ + + 

P  As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness and love and peace through Christ, let us also 
share that grace among ourselves.  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. We share God’s peace with one another. Peace be to you! 
 



3 

Hymn:  617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
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The Service of the Word 
 
The Salutation and Prayer of the Day  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray:  
C O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. 

Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits 
of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C AMEN. 
Sit 

Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 24:3-11 
Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees. And all the 
people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will 
do.”  
4And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an 
altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 
5And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed 
peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, 
and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and 
read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, 
and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, 
“Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all 
these words.” 
9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10and 
they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, 
like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people 
of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 10: 16-17  
The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that 
we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who 
are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.  
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

The Holy Gospel: St. Mark 14:12-26 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 
 

 
 
And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his 
disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the 
Passover?” 13 And he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man 
carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, 14 and wherever he enters, say to the master 
of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with 
my disciples?’ 15 And he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare 
for us.” 16 And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, 
and they prepared the Passover. 
17 And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And as they were reclining at table and 
eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with 
me.” 19 They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?” 20 He said to 
them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. 21 For the Son of 
Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It 
would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 
22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and 
said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 
them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my blood of the[a] covenant, 
which is poured out for many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A+12-26&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24771a
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445 When You Woke That Thursday Morning 
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Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 

 
SERMON  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
The Service of the Lord's Supper  

 
Preface 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   



9 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 
He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei 
 John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Distribution Hymns 

637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 

 
 

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

Stand 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray . . . 

.   
C Amen. 

 

    
The Stripping of the Altar     

 
As the Altar is stripped, we hear Psalm 22,  

a Psalm of lament and woe in which we hear the voice of  
Christ in his suffering.  

 
When the Altar is bare and the Psalm is ended the  

Congregation may leave in silence. 
 

Offerings on this holy night may be given in the Narthex in the offering plate.  
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Holy Week and Easter at St. Paul 

GOOD FRIDAY, April 2nd, 7:00 p.m. 
EASTER VIGIL, Saturday, April 3rd, 7 p.m. 

EASTER SUNRISE, April 4th, 7 a.m. 
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD,  

April 4th, Festival Service, 10:00 a.m. 
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