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Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament and sends 

us to reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere. 
 
FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to 
His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as 
He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 
with the pastor or an elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 
11:17–34.  (Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion trays.) 
 
THE SERVICE TONIGHT IS IN FOUR PARTS: 
 
1. The Service of Reconciliation marks the end of Lent.  On Ash Wednesday we confessed our 

sin in a special way and tonight we are absolved, forgiven.  We share the peace with one 
another indicating that we seek to forgive as God has forgiven us. 

2. The Service of the Word where we hear of the Thursday before his crucifixion when our Lord 
gave the gift of his body and blood to us for the forgiveness of our sins.  

3. The Service of the Lord's Supper where we go to the table of the Lord where he gives us to 
eat of his suffering and the fruits of the Cross.  

4. The Stripping of the Altar.  The altar represents Christ and it is laid bare, made desolate.  The 
service ends with the suffering and agony of Christ on the cross and leads us into Good Friday.   

There is no "end," no benediction to this service. The service continues in your homes and hearts 
until tomorrow at 7:00 p.m. when we gather to worship God crucified for us and our life.   

http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/
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Maundy Thursday 
April 6, 2023 

Service of Reconciliation 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 43:4; Psalm 124:8 
P I will go to the altar of God, 
C to God my exceeding joy. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

Confessional Address 
 

Kneel/Sit 
Confession of Sins 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 

I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C Amen. 
 

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 
C Yes. 
 

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 

Absolution 
P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Stand 
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Blessing 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 
P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 

spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
(We greet one another and those around us in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace 
be with you.” or “The peace of the Lord.”) 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
C O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your 

passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood 
that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 
Sit 
617 O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617 
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Tune: Public domain 

Service of the Word 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 24:3-11  
 Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the just decrees. 
And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the Lord has 
spoken we will do.” 4And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in 
the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according 
to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who 
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. 6And Moses 
took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the 
altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. 
And they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8And 
Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the 
covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
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 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went 
up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of 
sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the 
chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem:  Ave verum corpus Op. 2 No. 1  Edward Elgar 
 (1857-1934) 

Ave verum corpus, natum Ex Maria Virgine, Vere passum, immolatum In cruce pro homine. 
Cuius latus perforatum Vero fluxit sanguine; Esto nobis praegustatum, Mortis in examine. 

O clemens, O pie, O dulcis Jesu, Fili Mariae. 

Jesu, Word of God Incarnate, of the Virgin Mary born, on the cross 
Thy sacred body for us men with nails was torn. 

Cleanse us, by the blood and water streaming from Thy pierced side; 
feed us with Thy body broken, now, and in death’s agony! O Jesu, hear us, Son of Mary. 

 
Epistle Hebrews 9:11-22 

 When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls 
and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
 15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them 
from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16For where a will is 
involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17For a will takes effect 
only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18Therefore 
not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19For when every 
commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the 
blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both 
the book itself and all the people, 20saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God 
commanded for you.” 21And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent 
and all the vessels used in worship. 22Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified 
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Holy Gospel Matthew 26: 17-30  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where 
will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a 
certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the 
Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19And the disciples did as Jesus had directed 
them, and they prepared the Passover. 
 20When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21And as they were 
eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they were very 
sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23He answered, “He 
who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it 
is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 
have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25Judas, who would betray him, 
answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 
 26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it 
to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I 
will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in 
my Father’s kingdom.” 
 30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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445 When You Woke That Thursday Morning LSB 445 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 



9 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Sit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 
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Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.          Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78          Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872          Text and tune: Public domain 
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618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.          Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320          Tune: Public domain 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. . . . 
C Amen. 
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Stripping of the Altar 
 

As the Altar is stripped, we hear Psalm 22,  
the voice of Jesus in his suffering.  

 
Once the Altar is bare and the Psalm is ended, the  

congregation leaves in silence.  The service continues tomorrow at 7 pm. 
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Good Friday, April 7th, 7 p.m. 
Easter Vigil, April 8th, 7 p.m. 

Easter Sunrise, April 9th, 7 a.m. 
Resurrection of Our Lord Festival Worship,  

April 9th, 10 a.m. with Lord’s Supper 
 


