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St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
 

   2001 Old Frederick Road · Baltimore, Maryland 21228 

     Church: 410-747-1897 · School: 410-747-1924 

     E-mail: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 

      Web: www.stpaulcatonsville.org 

       Pastor Gregory Alms 

        Barbara Haar, MPL 

   Stan Stigdon, Principal · Melissa Sunstrom, ECC Director 

        Belachew Kumsa, Oromo Missionary 

        Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director   

     Karen Ridgway, Church Secretary · Sara Ruzicka, School Secretary 

 
 

Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament and sends us to 
reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere. 

 
 

Welcome to worship in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  If you are a guest with us 

 today we would like to extend a special greeting from our family. We invite you to  

worship with us; sing with us; pray with us; believe with us; for God has sent His Son to 

bring life and salvation. The ushers will be glad to answer any questions you have. If you 

have special prayer requests or would like a visit they will also be able to assist you. Please 

sign our guest book before you depart today. Make worship and Bible study the center of 

your weekly life. Be here each Sunday, that we may rejoice in the Lord together!  May God 

bless us! 

 

FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The Sacrament of the Altar (Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper) is a sacred act estab-

lished by Christ Himself and given to the whole Church. God’s Word teaches: “Let a man 

examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and 

drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” (I Cor. 11:28-

29) Therefore, in accordance  with  Holy Scripture, and out of loving concern for all, we 

believe that  those who commune should: 

 

a. Be baptized Christians who have been instructed in God’s Word, especially regarding 

the Sacrament; 

mailto:secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org
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b. Confess and sincerely repent of all their sins; (1 John 1:8,9); 

c. Believe that through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, God forgives their 

sins and gives them newness of life (Isaiah 53:4-6; Romans 6:23; II Cor. 5:17) 

d. Believe that in and with the bread and wine, they receive in a miraculous way, not 

merely a symbol, but the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of their 

sins and the strengthening of their faith. (I Cor. 10:16; Matthew 26:28) 

e. Recognize that participation at His table is a “proclaiming of the Lord’s death” (I Cor 

11:26) and indicates a public agreement and unity with the Biblical teaching of the  

 Sacrament, and the faith we confess in this congregation. 
 

In Christian love and care, and because of pastoral responsibility, anyone who wishes to 

commune with the St. Paul family and is not a confirmed member of St. Paul or a sister  

LC-MS congregation, please speak to the pastor or an elder before participating in the 

Lord’s Supper. 
 

Non-alcoholic individual cups are in the center of each communion tray.  

Unconfirmed adults and children may come to the altar for a blessing. They are invited to  

remain standing to receive a blessing. 
 

As Lutherans we believe and teach that: 

People are saved by God’s grace alone. This grace is revealed to and bestowed on us 

through Jesus Christ. It is through the merits of Christ alone and not by our works  

that God forgives  our sins and grants us eternal life. 

It is through faith alone that we receive forgiveness of sin and salvation. This faith is 

created, renewed and sustained by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word and  

sacraments. 

Scripture alone is the basis for all Christian doctrine, for it is God’s Word; inspired 

by Him and thus infallible. It is our sole authority. The doctrines formed in Scripture 

we believe are correctly set forth in the Lutheran Confessions  (statements of belief). 

As a Christian family we invite you to learn more about our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are 

without a church home in the area and are looking for a warm, Christ centered caring fami-

ly where the Word is proclaimed, and God is exalted; we invite you to be with us. We look 

forward to getting to know you better and ministering to your needs. 
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Third Sunday in Advent 

December 13, 2020 

ORGAN PRELUDE  -  Mighty Creator of the Stars       Marcel Dupré 
     Creator of the stars of night  Charles H. Giffen 

WELCOME and LONG DISTANCE CHILDRENS’ MESSAGE 

  Stand  

HYMN  - Father Welcomes  LSB 605 

THE ORDER OF HOLY BAPTISM    -  LSB 268 

Brittany Calderone 

Regan Calderone 

P:  Do you believe in God, the Father?  

C:  Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth. 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  

C:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day He rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 P:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C:  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

 the communion of saints, 
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 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness 

 of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father 

 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

   Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 
 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
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4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
 they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
 the devastations of many generations. . . . 
8For I the LORD love justice; 
 I hate robbery and wrong; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 

 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge them, 
 that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to sprout up before all the nations. 

After the reading: 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 

Zechariah 9:9; Psal 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of  Zion.* 

   Shout aloud, O daughter of Je-  rusalem. 

Behold, your king is com-  ing to you;* 

   Righteous and having sal-   vation. 

Blesséd is he who comes in the name   of the Lord.* 

   From the house of the Lord we  bless you. 

EPISTLE 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not 
despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from  
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2 Timothy 4:22 

[Colossians 3:1] 

[Psalm 136] 

every form of evil. 
23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 
and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls 
you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

After the reading: 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

   Stand 

ALLELUIA and VERSE  LSB 173 

HOLY GOSPEL 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. . . . 

19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jeru-
salem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am 
not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We 
need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, 
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
the prophet Isaiah said.” 

24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are 
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you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

After the reading: 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Sit 

HYMN:   See amid the Winter’s Snow  LSB 373 

SERMON 

   Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CURCH 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 



 9 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 

they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying 

 

SANCTUS— Holy, Holy, Holy                                                         Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

 

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those  
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whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, re-
new, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                 Matthew 6:9-13 

 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

       In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He            

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My (+) 

Blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.”                                                  Matthew 26:26-28; Matthew 14:22-24 

                                                                                                                               Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:213-25 
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PAX DOMINI  -  The Peace of the Lord                                                               John 20:19 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

AGNUS DEI  -  Lamb of God                                                                                 John 1:29         

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 
HYMN:  The Infant Priest Was Holy Born                                                            LSB 624 
 

HYMN:  Once He Came in Blessing                                                                      LSB 333 
 

HYMN:  When All the World Was Cursed                                                           LSB 346 
 

HYMN:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                                         LSB 338  
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POST- COMMUNION COLLECT 

Thank the Lord 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  Numbers 6:24-26  

HYMN  -   Hark the Glad Sound  LSB  349 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE   -  Noël Suisse  Louis-Claude Daquin 

DAILY READINGS:  December 13: Is. 29:15–30:14; Rev. 1:1–20; 14: Is. 30:15–26; Rev. 2:1–29; 

15: Is. 30:27–31:9; Rev. 3:1–22; 16: Is. 32:1–20; Rev. 4:1–11; 17: Is. 33:1–24; Rev. 5:1–14; 18: Is. 34:1–2, 

8–35:10; Rev. 6:1–17; 19: Is. 40:1–17; Rev. 7:1–17.  

Lay Reader:  Karen Bok 

ONLINE RESOURCES FROM ST PAUL 

Weekly Videos of the worship services available at the website: 

 https://stpaulcatonsville.org/about-us/recent-online-services/ 

Weekly Audio of the sermons available on the website:  

https://stpaulcatonsville.org/information/the-voice-of-st-paul/

The audio sermons are also available as a podcast. Just search for "The Voice of St. Paul" 

or go here: https://voiceofstpaul.buzzsprout.com/ 

Sunday Morning In Person Adult Bible Class 

Sunday Bible Class is being taught by Pastor each Sunday at 8:45 am in the Sanctuary.  

The normal precautions are in place:  masks and social  distancing. Class will go from 8:45 

to 9:45 am.   You may also see the class on-line  https://stpaulcatonsville.org/online-bible-

class/  Please join us!  

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Advent Midweek Services: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace 

Advent Midweek services this year will focus on the names for the Messiah given in 

Isaiah 9:6: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace. Each week we will 

consider how these names tell of the salvation that Jesus brings to us. 

 Midweek services are at 7 p.m. on December  9, 16.     

Christmas Services—Christmas Eve Family Service at 7 p.m. 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 10 p.m. 

 Christmas Day at 10 a.m. 

 NEWS and NOTES 

https://stpaulcatonsville.org/about-us/recent-online-services/
https://stpaulcatonsville.org/information/the-voice-of-st-paul/
https://voiceofstpaul.buzzsprout.com/
https://stpaulcatonsville.org/online-bible-class/
https://stpaulcatonsville.org/online-bible-class/
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Advent Devotions and Home Sunday School Materials 

available now on the table in the narthex!   

 Altar Flowers    

Flowers on the altar this week were provided by the Dungey family in celebration of their 
daughter, Beth’s birthday. 

The new Flower Chart for 2021 is now posted in the narthex.  
Sign up for your special dates! Leave completed envelope and payment in the plastic box 

located beneath the chart marked with Ellen Watsic’s name. 

 Women’s Guild 

Ladies mark your calendars—December 15th 7:00 pm, Dottie Frech's house. Please bring 

a snack to share. We will practice social distancing and still enjoy fellowship. Our gifts 

from the heart will be hats and gloves for young men living at the German home.  

   Angel Tree 

Please bring in your wrapped gifts by Wednesday, December 16. There is a special bin in 
the entryway. 

Christmas Poinsettias—TODAY IS THE FINAL DAY TO ORDER! 
Help decorate the altar for Christmas with a beautiful poinsettia. Order forms are on the 
table in the narthex directly beneath the flower chart. Leave completed forms with pay-
ment in the plastic box located beneath the chart marked with Ellen Watsic’s name.  

OGT—Orphan Grain Train  

Orphan Grain Train is collecting gently used winter coats/jackets  for men, women and 
children until December 16. You can bring your items to church and put them in the red 
“Coat Mobile” in the parking lot (think Giguere’s red truck) . Coats will be given out to 

various churches to distribute to the needy in their communities.  

Questions? See Irene Giguere. 

Check our website and Facebook page for more information 

about St. Paul! 
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