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If you are a guest with us today, we welcome you 
in the name of Jesus!  If you have questions or 

prayer requests or want to get in touch with us, 
please sign the guest book in the lobby (or use this 

QR code) or email or call.    

 

Welcome to all! Thanks for joining us this morning. 

Children’s bulletins and church bags (soft activity books, quiet toys and other “surprises”) 
are available in the narthex.  

The Children’s Nursery Area is available downstairs in the Parish Hall. The service streams 
on the monitor and there is a soft rug, chairs, books and toys available. Turn right out of the 
sanctuary and go down the stairs.   

Prelude: Please use the prelude as a time for quiet prayer and meditation before worship. 

Prayer request cards are available in the pews facing you. You may give the card to an 
usher or place in the offering plate. 

For Those Who Desire to Receive the Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 

His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The  

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the pastor or an elder.  (Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion trays, and 

gluten free wafers are also available.) 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
2001 Old Frederick Road   Catonsville, Maryland 21228 

Church:  410-747-1897   School:  410-747-1924 

www.stpaulcatonsville.org  email: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 

Pastor Gregory Alms          Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director 

Vicar Thomas Malmstrom 

http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/
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The Ascension of Our Lord 
May 14, 2026 

 

Prelude:      Hymnum Canamus Gloriæ: Sing We Triumphant Hymns of Praise 

Gerald Near (b. 1942) 

 

Sing we triumphant hymns of praise, new hymns to heaven exulting raise: 

Christ, by a road before untrod, ascendeth to the throne of God. 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen. 

 P God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

 C the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th Chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.”45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.”  0 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands 
he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 C   Praise to you, O Christ.    

(THE PASCHAL CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED.  
THIS MARKS THE ASCENSION. WE LOOK TOWARD PENTECOST.) 

 P God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 
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 C the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

 P Let us pray:  Grant, we pray, almighty God, that even as we believe your only begotten 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and 
mind ascend and continually dwell there with him; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Crown Him with Many Crowns LSB 525 

 

 

 

 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt. Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 
 
First Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. 
 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.” 
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 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as 
they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And 
while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 
white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 47; antiphon: v. 5 

Clap your hands, all peoples! 
 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 
 a great king over all the earth. 
He subdued peoples under us, 
 and nations under our feet. 
He chose our heritage for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
God has gone up with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
 Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
For God is the King of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm! 
God reigns over the nations; 
 God sits on his holy throne. 
The princes of the peoples gather 
 as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
 he is highly exalted! 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Epistle Ephesians 1:15–23 

 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are 
the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 
might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one 
to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to 
the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Up through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB 491 
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948–2025 Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110002320 Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 

 
Sermon 
 
Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Offering 

(An offering plate is available in the narthex.  You may also give electronically via 
this QR code or through our website at stpaulcatonsville.org/donation.  If you 
would like to send in an electronic offering via text, text the dollar amount you 
would like to give to 410-888-0161.)  

 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today LSB 469 

 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Tune: French, 13th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Sit 
 

Beautiful Savior LSB 537 

 

 

 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 Tune: Silesian, 19th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821 
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
Post Communion Blessing 
 
Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray… 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
  

 
  

 Crown Him with Many Crowns LSB 525 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Postlude:                             Look, the Sight Is Glorious  William Haller 
 (b. 1940) 
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