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If you are a guest with us today, we welcome 
you in the name of Jesus!  If you have questions 
or prayer requests or want to get in touch with 
us, please sign the guest book in the lobby (or 

use this QR code) or email or call.    

 

Welcome to all! Thanks for joining us this morning. 

Children’s bulletins and church bags (soft activity books, quiet toys and other “surprises”) 
are available in the narthex.  

The Children’s Nursery Area is available downstairs in the Parish Hall. The service streams 
on the monitor and there is a soft rug, chairs, books and toys available. Turn right out of the 
sanctuary and go down the stairs.   

Prelude: Please use the prelude as a time for quiet prayer and meditation before worship. 

Prayer request cards are available in the pews facing you. You may give the card to an 
usher or place in the offering plate. 

For Those Who Desire to Receive the Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 

His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The  

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the pastor or an elder.  (Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion trays.) 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
2001 Old Frederick Road   Catonsville, Maryland 21228 

Church:  410-747-1897   School:  410-747-1924 

www.stpaulcatonsville.org  email: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 

Pastor Gregory Alms          Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director 

Vicar Thomas Malmstrom 

http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/
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First Sunday in Lent 
February 22, 2026 

 
Prelude:                                  My Song Is Love Unknown  Karl Osterland 
 (b. 1956) 

 
Stand 

 
Chief of Sinners Though I Be LSB 611 

 

 

 

 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Sit 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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The Hymn of Praise is Omitted During Lent 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

          C    O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought 
them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our 
Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 
world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
Sit 
 
Anthem:                  God So Loved the World from The Crucifixion  Sir John Stainer 
 (1870-1901) 

God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoso believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through Him might be saved. 



7 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:1–21 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 
had made. 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of 
the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths. 
 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 
the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where 
are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then 
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 
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Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 

 17And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
 and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 
 you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return.” 

 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And 
the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 32:1–7 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 
 whose sin is | covered. 
Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,* 
 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 

For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 
 through my groaning | all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer. 

I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 
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I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

Epistle Romans 5:12–19 

 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s 
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one 
man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that one 
man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free 
gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17If, because of one man’s trespass, 
death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance 
of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Verse (Lent) Joel 2:13 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
  

 
  
 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3And the tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6and 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
 and him only shall you serve.’” 

11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
Sit  
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How Deep the Father’s Love for Us OAR 203 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Text and tune: © 1995 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. at CapitolCMGPublishing.com. Used 
by permission: One License no. A-401459 

 
Sermon 

 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
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Offering 
(An offering plate is available in the narthex.  You may also give electronically via 
the QR code or through our website at stpaulcatonsville.org/donation.  If you would 
like to send in an electronic offering via text, text the dollar amount you would like 
to give to 410-888-0161.) 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for 
many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the 
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

Sit           
 

Distribution 
 

  



18 

 

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days LSB 418 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024 Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: Public domain 

 
The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord LSB 634 
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Text: Haquin Spegel, 1645–1714; tr. Olof Olsson, 1841–1900, alt. Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Tree of Life LSB 561 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: Bruce W. Becker, 1952 Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
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Stand 
 
Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace LSB 937 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): James Quinn, 1919–2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948–2025 Tune: American Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 
2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: Public domain 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray… 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 656 
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Text: tr. Composite Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Postlude:                      Jesus, Lover of My Soul    Gerald Near 

     (b. 1942) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent Midweek Services Wednesdays -- 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Theme: “Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice” 

 
February 25, 2026 

March 4, 2026 
March 11, 2026 
March 18, 2026 
March 25, 2026 
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News And Notes 
Altar Flowers 
Flowers are given by Carolyn Louden in memory of John Neubert on his birthday.  
 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class! 
Classes meet every Sunday at 8:45 AM. Come and join us. 
 

Women’s Guild 
Women's Guild will meet on Tuesday, February 24th at the home of Pat Wesselman. Meeting 
begins at 10, bring a bag lunch and plan on staying for some fellowship following the meeting. 
Carolyn 
 

Young Adult Bible Study 
The Young Adult Bible study will be meeting February 28th at our regular time (5:00 P.M.). 
Please let Vicar Malmstrom know if you plan to attend. 
 

Youth Group Meets Friday February 27 
Youth Bible study and Game Night is Friday February 27th at 5:00 p.m. Please bring 
your Bibles and at least one game you would like to play after the study. Feel free to 
bring snacks or dishes to share. 
 

Food Drive for Faith and Work – Church and School 
Faith and Work Enterprises is a Lutheran organization that provides hope, resources, 
and the good news of Christ in the Sandtown neighborhood of Baltimore. They focus on 
creating sustainable opportunities and change in a difficult neighborhood. One resource 
F/W provides is a food pantry. St. Paul Lutheran Church and School will host a canned 
food drive March 1 through 15th to benefit the F/W food pantry. The need that is most 
acute is canned protein: tuna, salmon, chicken, chili, Spam, beans, split pea soup, 
refired beans, etc. The school will collect items March 2nd through 13th and the church 
will accept items on Sundays March 1, 8, 15. 
 
Short Term Missions With Faith And Work 
We’re excited to share the possibility of new short-term opportunities to serve with Faith in 
Work Enterprises right here in Baltimore! If you’re interested in local mission work—whether 
in addition to or instead of joining Samaritan’s Purse this summer—we’d love to connect with 
you.  Contact Roy or Heather Krakat for more information. 
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Lent Midweek Services: Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 
St Paul Lent Midweek services will use Martins Luther’s hymn as a guide to our Lenten 
meditation. Luther traces the story of our salvation from the chains of Satan and sin to the 
heavenly treasure Christ wins for us by his suffering and death. Each week we will sing and 
consider one or two verses of the hymn. The order of service will be a simple spoken order of 
responsive prayer, catechism, Scripture, preaching and hymns. Dates and times are February 25 
through March 25 at 11 am and 7 p.m. 
 
Serving at St. Paul 
 

 This week 22nd Next week 1st 

Cantor JB Jaeger Jim Baeder 

Reader Suzanne Giguere Jay Barringer 

Usher Jon Brooks Roy Krakat 

Usher John Brooks Caleb Ferry 

Greeter Betsy Miller Irene Giguere 

 

Happening This Week 
Monday, Feb 23, 2026 

7:15 PM – 9:00 PM              ESL Room 206 
 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM AA Small Group    Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday, Feb 24, 2026 
Wednesday, Feb 25, 2026 
 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Lent Midweek AM Service   Sanctuary 
 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM Lent Midweek PM Service   Sanctuary 
 8:00 PM - 8:30 PM Choir Practice      
Thursday, Feb 26, 2026 
 7:30 PM-9:00 PM  Bell Choir Practice   

7:15 PM- 9:00 PM ESL     Room 206 
Friday, Feb 27, 2026  Pastor Alms’ Day off 
Saturday Feb 28, 2026  
Sunday, March 1, 2026 
 8:45 AM – 9:45 AM Bible Classes  

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM Sunday Worship    Sanctuary 
12:00 PM – 2:00 PM Oromo Worship    Sanctuary 
18:00 PM – 3:00 PM Oromo Fellowship   Sanctuary 
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Daily Readings 
Feb 22, 2024                                  Job 17:1–16, John 7:14–31  
Feb 23,2026                                   Job 18:1–21, John 7:32–53  
Feb 24,2026                                   Job 19:1–12, 21–27, John 8:1–20  

                Feb 25, 2026                                  Job 20:1–23, 29, John 8:21–38  
Feb 26, 2026                                  Job 21:1–21, John 8:39–59  
Feb 27, 2026                                  Job 30:16–31, John 9:1–23  
Feb 28, 2026                                  Job 31:1–12, 33–40, John 9:24–41 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Holy Week and Easter 
Palm Sunday, March 29th 10 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday April 2nd 7 p.m. with Lord’s Supper 
Good Friday, April 3rd, 7 p.m. 

Easter Sunrise, April 5th, 7 a.m. 
Resurrection of Our Lord Festival Worship, April 5th, 10 a.m. with Lord’s Supper 
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CHURCH MEMBERS 
Jim Kyne (recovering from knee replacement) 
Peggy Wise (heart valve replacement January 21st) 
Doris Schascheck (recovering from illness) 
Steve Hoffman (recovering from illness) 
Debbie Frech (cancer, chemotherapy treatment)  
Lindsey Gay (continued recovery) 
Merilyn Blomster (recovering) 
Marilyn Haberl (scleroderma) 

 
 

SHUT-INS 

Dorothy Shifflett   

FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

James Hostetter, hospitalized (Renata O’Reilly’s father) 2/10 
Rev. Arthur Baisch recovering from surgery for blood clots (friend of Ken Waibel) 2/15 
Ellie Hroblak, broken hip (Carolyn Louden daughter’s Mother-in-Law) 12/23 
Walt O’Reilly for recovering (Renata O’Reilly’s husband) 
 
 

 
 
         Prayer is a great gift and privilege for Christians.  To add people to the prayer list printed 

in the bulletin, please email pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org or 
linda.jones@splscatonsville.org or call the church office at 410-747-1897.  Family and 
friends will automatically be removed after one month.  If you want your request to stay 
on for another month, just contact the office. 

 
 
 
 

  

mailto:pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org
mailto:linda.jones@splscatonsville.org
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