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Advent Midweek
December 17, 2025

Service of Light

Congregation rises and faces the rear of the sanctuary.

Versicles (Advent)
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The Spirit and the Church cry out:
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Come, Lord Je - sus.
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All those who await His ap - pear - ance pray:
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Come, Lord Je - sus.
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The whole cre - a - tion pleads:
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Come, Lord Je - sus.




Phos Hilaron
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.



Thanksgiving for Light
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci - ful,

and You love Your whole cre -a -

tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You,
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Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.



Psalmody

Congregation sings the refrain, marked with (@, and the Glory be... also marked

Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1-4, 8
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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@ Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do - ers.
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I But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Psalm Prayer
Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises

with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.



The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348
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1 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, To bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing  morn When Christ, vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn Shall dawn up-on our race

5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns And

light and beau-ty brings.

S - — o —— | r— ——

I i i — | | | o ||

o L B B =
When beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills And life to joy a-wakes.

But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.
And left the lone-some place of death De - spite the rage of foes.
The day when Christ in splen-dorcomes And we shall see His face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: Come quickly, King of kings!

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth
Text and tune: Public domain

Readings

First Reading

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
%it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
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and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
®then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
°No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the LoRrD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading James 5:7-11
’Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer

waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early
and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. °As an example of suffering and
patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. !Behold, we
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and
merciful.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Third Reading John 12:27-38, 44-50
27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall | say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
But for this purpose | have come to this hour. 2Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice
came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” 2The crowd that stood

there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to
him.” 3°Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 3!Now is the
judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 3And |, when | am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what
kind of death he was going to die. 3*So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from
the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be
lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” ¥So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for
a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one
who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 3*While you have the light,
believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.”

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 3 Though
he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 3so that the
word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”

4And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in
him who sent me. “*And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. | have come into the
world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. #’If anyone
hears my words and does not keep them, | do not judge him; for | did not come to judge
the world but to save the world. ®®The one who rejects me and does not receive my
words has a judge; the word that | have spoken will judge him on the last day. *For |
have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given
me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. *°And | know that his
commandment is eternal life. What | say, therefore, | say as the Father has told me.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Final Reading Response Hebrews 1:1-2a
In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.



All Glory, Laud, and Honor LSB 442
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All glo-ry, laud, and hon - or To You, Re-deem-er, King,
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To whom the lips of chil - dren Made sweet ho - san - nas ring.
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1 You are the King of Is - rael And Da-vid’s roy - al  Son,
2 The com-pa - ny  of an - gels Is prais-ing You on high,
3 The mul-ti - tude of  pil-grims With palms be - fore You went;
4 To You be-fore Your pas-sion They sang their hymns of praise;
5 As You re-ceived their prais-es, Ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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Now in the Lord’s name com - ing, Our King and Bless-ed One.
And we with all cre - a - tion In cho-rus make re - ply.
Our praise and prayer and an - thems Be - fore You we pre - sent.
To You, now high ex - alt - ed, Our mel -0 - dy we raise.

O Source of ev - ry bless - ing, Our good and gra-cious King.
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762—-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt. Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635, alt. Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand
Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord LSB 935
s e
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1 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord!
2 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo-ries of His Word!
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Un - num - bered bless -ings, give my spir - it voice;
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done;
Pow’rs and do - min-ions lay their glo - ry by.
Firm is His prom - ise, and His mer - cy sure.
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Ten - der to me the prom-ise of His Word;
His  mer - cy sure, from age to age the same;
Proud hearts and stub - born wills are put to flight,
Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord
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In God my Sav - ior shall my heart re - joice.
His ho - ly name, the Lord, the Might - y One.
The hun - gry fed, the hum-ble lift - ed high
chil - dren’s chil - dren and for - ev - er - more!

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320

Prayer

Litany
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the
word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good
deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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A - men.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1]
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357
D4 — , —— e
GEEEES = s ————
Q) - —  —

10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el And ran - som
2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
30 come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach us in her ways to go.
give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry oO’er the grave.
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Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Advent § Christmas Worship 2025

Sunday Morning: Worship at 10 AM

Christmas Eve
Family Service: 7 PM
Candlelight Service: 10 PM (Communion)

Christmas Day
Lessons & Carols: 10 AM (Communion)
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