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Third Sunday in Advent
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If you are a guest with us today, we welcome you
m in the name of Jesus! If you have questions or
prayer requests or want to get in touch with us,

please sign the guest book in the lobby (or use this

QR code) or email or call.

Welcome to all! Thanks for joining us this morning.

Children’s bulletins and church bags (soft activity books, quiet toys and other “surprises”)
are available in the narthex.

The Children’s Nursery Area is available downstairs in the Parish Hall. The service streams on
the monitor and there is a soft rug, chairs, books and toys available. Turn right out of the sanctuary
and go down the stairs.

Prelude: Please use the prelude as a time for quiet prayer and meditation before worship.

Prayer request cards are available in the pews facing you. You may give the card to an
usher or place in the offering plate.

For Those Who Desire to Receive the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to
His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak
with the pastor or an elder. (Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion trays.)

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School
2001 Old Frederick Road Catonsville, Maryland 21228
Church: 410-747-1897 School: 410-747-1924
www.stpaulcatonsville.org email: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org
Pastor Gregory Alms Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director
Vicar Thomas Malmstrom

2


http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/

Third Sunday in Advent
December 14, 2025

Prelude: Partita on Saviour of the Nations, Come Marthe Sobaje
Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland (b. 1948)
Stand
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In-car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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at - ing  light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who droveout de - mons
in our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool
That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry  dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See-ing what our God has done; Let us
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.

Well comes liv-ing wa - ter,
the true Re - deem-er,

praise

Quench-ing thirst

Praise the One who makes us

in

ev - ‘ry land.
one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110002320 Tune: Public domain



Confession and Absolution

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1John 1:8-9

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Sit
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

Confession of Sins

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19-23]
(P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *} Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand



Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

Psalm 71:14-18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again | will say, | Rejoice.
| will hope con- | tinually*
and will praise you yet | more and more.
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation | all the day,*
for their number is past my | knowledge.
With the mighty deeds of the Lord Gob | | will come;*
I will remind them of your righteousness, | yours alone.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again | will say, | Rejoice.

Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor - ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Hymn of Praise is Omitted in the Season of Advent



Salutation and Collect of the Day

P
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Sit
Anthem: Lift Up Your Heads, O You Gates Samuel Scheidt

(1486-1526)
Lift up your heads, O you gate; be lifted up you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is the King of Glory? He is the Lord, strong and mighty in battle.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
%it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
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“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;
Sthen shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
°No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

Epistle James 5:7-11
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer

waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early
and the late rains. ®You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. °As an example of suffering and
patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. !Behold, we
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and
merciful.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68
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Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-15

Sit

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his
disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: *the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. ®And blessed is
the one who is not offended by me.”

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you
go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are
in kings’ houses. *What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more
than a prophet. °This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

UTruly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than
John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
12Erom the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered
violence, and the violent take it by force. *For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied
until John, *and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. ®He who has
ears to hear, let him hear.”

(P} Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99 Text and tune: Public domain
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Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending LSB 336
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1 Lo! He comes  with clouds de - scend - ing,
2EBv - ry eye shall now be - hold Him
3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion
4 Yea, a -  men, let all a - dore Thee,
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Once for ev - 'y sin - ner slain;
Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;
Still His daz - zling bod - y bears,
High on Thine e - ter - nal throne;
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Thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - 1y,
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Swell the tri - umph of His train:
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His  ran - somed wor - ship - ers
Claim the  king - dom as Thine OWn.
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Deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture,  with what rap - ture, with what
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le-
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lu - ia! Christ  the Lord re - turns to reign.
wail - ing, Shall  their true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those  glo - rious  scars!
Iu - ia! Thou shalt reign, and Thou a - lone!



Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church

Offering

(An offering plate is available in the narthex. You may also give electronically via @ E
this QR code or through our website at stpaulcatonsville.org/donation. If you

would like to send in an electronic offering via text, text the dollar amount you

would like to give to 410-888-0161.)

Offertory
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Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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call on the name of the Lord.

I will take the cup of sal-
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord.
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I will pay my
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His

peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst

Service of the Sacrament
13
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of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.




Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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(P) The Lord be  with you.
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And al-so  with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
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who trespass against us;

For Thine is the kingdom

The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on wus. Lamb of
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring LSB 353
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1 Je - sus came, the heav’'ns a - dor-ing, Came with peace from
2 Je - sus comes a - gain in mer - cy When our hearts are
3 Je - sus comes to hearts re - joic - ing, Bring - ing news  of
4 Je - sus comes in joy and sor-row, Shares a - like our
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realms on  high; Je - sus came to win  re - demp - tion,
worn with care; Je - sus comes a - gain in an - swer
sins for - giv’n; Je - sus comes with words of glad - ness,
hopes and fears; Je - sus comes, what - e’er be - falls wus,
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Low - ly came on earth to die; Al - le - Iu - ia!
To an  ear - nest, heart - felt prayer; Al - le - lu - ia!
Lead - ing souls re-deemed to heav’n. Al - le - lu - ial
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; Al - le - lu - ial
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Al - le - lu - ial Came in deep hu - mil - i - ty
Al - le - lu - ial Comes to save  us from de - spair.
Al - le - lu - ial Hope to all the world is giv'n.
Al - le - lu - ial Com - forts us in fail - ing years.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt. Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt Text and tune: Public domain
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Jesus Comes Today with Healing

LSB 620
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1Je - sus comes to - day with heal -ing, Knock-ing at my
2 Christ Him - self, the priest pre - sid - ing, Yet in bread and
3 Un - der bread and wine, though low - ly, I re - ceive the
4 God de - scends with heav’n - ly pow - er, Gives Him - self to
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door, ap - peal-ing, Of - f’ring par - don, grace, and peace.
wine a - bid - ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,
Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod Y, giv’n for me,
me this hour____ In this or - di - nar - y sign.
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He Him - self makes prep - a - ra - tion, And I hear His
Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav-en, Who to bit - ter
On my tongue His pledge re - ceiv -ing, I ac - cept His
o] .
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in - vi - ta - tionn “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
pre - cious to - ken of His sa - cred cov - € - nant.
death was giv - en, Hung wup - on the curs - ed tree.
grace, be - liev - ing That I taste His love di - vine.

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,

Now have | found consolation,

Whose own feast of love | savor
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

Comfort in my tribulation,

Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960 Tune: Johann Léhner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: Public domain
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When All the World Was Cursed

LSB 346
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,

2 Be - fore he yet was born,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God
4 0

He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,

grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
Ha . . .
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con-so-la - tion.

Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
Ha . .
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With true fore - run-ner’'s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
Ha . . .
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav - ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt. Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: Public domain
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Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace

LSB 937
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1 Lord, bid Your ser - vant  go in peace,
2 This is the Sav - ior of the world,
A 3 With saints of old, with saints to come,
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Your word is now ful - filled. These eyes  have seen sal -
The Gen - tiles’ prom -ised light, God’s glo - ry dwell - ing
To You we lift our voice; To Fa - ther, Son, and
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va - tion’s dawn, This child so long fore - told.
in our midst, The joy of Is - ra- el
Spir - it  blest Be hon - or, love, and praise.

Text (sts. 1-2): James Quinn, 1919-2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948-2025 Tune: American Text (sts. 1-2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): ©
2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: Public domain

Post-Communion Collect

Numbers 6:24-26

Let us pray...
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Benediction
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[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious (o you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
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Hark the Glad Sound

LSB 349
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’'ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And  with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And heav’n’s e - ter - nal arch - es
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throne And ev - Iy voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters  yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51 Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820 Text and tune: Public domain
Postllude: Advent Processional on Truro Franklin D. Ashdown

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

Acknowledgments

(1942-2023)

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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News And Notes
Altar Flowers
Flowers are given by Ron Saxton in honor of Tom Saxton’s birthday.

Flowers are given by Robbin and Kevin Dungey in celebration of our daughter Beth’s birthday.

Sunday School And Adult Bible Class!
Classes meet every Sunday at 8:45 AM. Come and join us.

Advent Services: A Light In The Darkness

Advent services continue on December 17. Times will be at 11 am and at 7:00 p.m. Our Advent
theme will be” A Light in the Darkness” We will see how Christ brings light to a dark world and
to us. Plan to come to prepare for the coming of Christ and for the celebration of his birth.

Women’s Guild
Food bags for St Thomas are due today. Please see Carolyn Louden before and after church.

Cookie Walk
Ladies Guild will be holding its annual cookie walk before and after church in the fellowship hall.
Proceeds will go to St Paul Mission trip.

Sunday Morning Bible Class: Lutheran Worship
Vicar Malmstrom will present a Bible Class on “Lutheran Worship” on December 21.

St Paul Giving Opportunity:

If you are aged 70 1/2 or older you may be required by law to
withdraw a minimum amount out of your IRA account on an
annual basis. These distributions to you are taxable and must
be withdrawn by December 31st each year. Why not consider
giving these distributions or a portion of these distributions to
St Paul to avoid the tax? This is called a Qualified Charitable
Distribution. It's a smart way to donate with funds you would
otherwise owe in tax. If you have questions regarding this
strategy, please feel free to call John Borth.

Coat Collection is November 1 - December 14 Last Day

Orphan Grain Train Winter Coat Drive- The Giguere Coatmobile (aka red truck) will be in the
church parking lot today December 14 to take bagged winter coats for distribution in inner city
Baltimore and surrounding areas.
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Mission Brunch 2026

Save the date! This year’s brunch will be held on Sunday, January 18th, immediately following
worship. Plan to join us for food, fellowship, and a presentation by guest speaker LeChelle Redd
from Faith & Works Enterprises. More info to come!

Angel Tree!
Bring your gift by December 17,

Giving Tuesday Thank You!

Thank you for your support with our Giving Tuesday. With
your help, we raised over $2,000 to share about St. Paul
Lutheran Church and School through our Media Campaign.
Your continued support of our church and school is much
appreciated and helps us to thrive and be a light in our
neighborhood and greater community.

The Nativity Of Our Lord: Worship Services
Christmas Eve: Family Service, 7 p.m. (no Communion)
Christmas Eve; Candlelight Service, 10 p.m. (Communion)
Christmas Day: Lessons and Carols, 10 a.m. (Communion)

Invite Someone To St. Paul This Christmas ...

Many people are just waiting for an invitation. They need to know they are wanted and
welcomed. You can use a postcard available in the Narthex. Hand it to someone, mail it to
someone, put it on your fridge to invite yourself.

End Of The Year Giving

End of the tax year giving: to be included for tax year 2025 St. Paul need to receive your
donations by December 31st. The last worship service opportunity for offerings is December
28th. You may send a check via the US mail to St. Paul Lutheran 2001 OId Frederick Rd.,
Catonsville, MD 21228. These must be postmarked by December 31st. You may give
electronically until the end of the day December 31st.
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Serving at St. Paul

This week 14 Next week 21°
Cantor Jim Baeder Jim Baeder
Reader Karen Eichelman JB Jaeger
Usher Bruce Staudinger Jim Kyne
Usher Paul Lubell David Nguyen
Greeter Karen Borth Joy Brooks
Daily Readings
Dec 14, 2025 Is 30:15-26, Rev 2:1-29
Dec 15, 2025 Is 30:27—31:9, Rev 3:1-22
Dec 16, 2025 Is 32:1-20, Rev 4:1-11
Dec 17,2025 Is 33:1-24, Rev 5:1-14
Dec 18, 2025 Is 34:1-2, 8—35:10, Rev 6:1-17
Dec 19, 2025 Is 40:1-17, Rev 7:1-17
Dec 20, 2025 Is 40:18—41:10, Rev 8:1-13
Happening This Week
Monday Dec 15, 2025
7:00 PM-9:00 PM Council Meeting Room 203

7:30 PM —9:00 PM
Tuesday Dec 16, 2025
Wednesday Dec 17, 2025

11:00

7:00 PM

7:30-9:00
Thursday Dec 18, 2025

10:00 Am-11:00 PM

6:00 PM —-7:15 PM
Friday Dec 19, 2025
Saturday Dec 20, 2025

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday Dec 21, 2025

8:45 AM —9:45 AM

10:00 AM —11:00 AM

11:30 AM —-12:30 PM

12:00 PM —2:00 PM

18:00 PM —3:00 PM

AA Small Group

Advent Service
Advent Service
Choir Practice

Bible Study
Bell Choir Practice
Pastor Alms’ Day off

Work Day

Bible Classes

Sunday Worship

Asset Management Board Mtg.
Oromo Worship

Oromo Fellowship
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Fellowship Hall

Sanctuary
Sanctuary

Pastor’s Office

Sanctuary

Sanctuary
Sanctuary



CHURCH MEMBERS

Fred Shifflet (Heart valve replacement)
Debbie Frech (pneumonia, cancer, new chemotherapy treatment)
Jim Kyne (vision problem)

Lindsey Gay (continued recovery)

Merilyn Blomster (recovering)

Marilyn Haberl (scleroderma)

SHUT-INS
Dorothy Shifflett and Janet Conklin.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Steven Dombrowski, testing (father of Joy Brooks) 12/9

Kelly Kolenda, recovering from surgery (mother of Emily Kolenda) 12/9

Heidi Krenzke, rare muscle cancer (wife of OGT volunteer) 12/9

Tracy Family at the passing of their daughter Clare (family of Diane Jaeger)12/9
Tommy Stigdon, recovering (Dana Stigdon’s son) 11/30

Bob Unglesbee, spine fracture, (Christine Unglesbee Father-in-law) 10/28
Christine Gibson, peace and comfort palliative care (friend of Sari) 10/28

John, rare aggressive form of cancer, (Sari’s co-worker’s husband)10/28

Walt O’Reilly for recovering (Renata O’Reilly’s husband)

Prayer is a great gift and privilege for Christians. To add people to the prayer list printed
in the bulletin, please email pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org or
linda.jones@splscatonsville.org or call the church office at 410-747-1897. Family and
friends will automatically be removed after one month. If you want your request to stay
on for another month, just contact the office.
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