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Advent Midweek
December 10, 2025

Service of Light

Congregation rises and faces the rear of the sanctuary.

Versicles (Advent)
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Come, Lord Je - sus.
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Come, Lord Je - sus.
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The whole cre - a - tion pleads:

9 ] I | |
{en? I I |
ANV . @] & - | |
o o

Come, Lord Je - sus.



Phos Hilaron
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:

P— [r——
| ol [ | — | I—— | — |

I I r I

[

| !

y 4N | [ [ |
v | [ | & =| [
% i & ® i ® [ & r &

You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry



Thanksgiving for Light
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Isracl by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You,
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Psalmody

Congregation sings the refrain, marked with C, and the Glory be

Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.

... also marked C



Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1-4, 8
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer r

ise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri - fice.
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(I  Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do - ers.

[ But my eyes are turned to You, O God;
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in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Psalm Prayer
L  Letuspray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.



O Light Whose Splendor LSB 891
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10 Light whose splen - dor thrills and  glad - dens
2 As twi - light hov - ers near at sun - set,
3 1In all life’s bril - liant time - less mo - ments,
p” ‘ I i I .
Y 4V ) [ | | | | |
GI= | = pe——
o) [ 4 = & —— <
With ra -  diance bright - er than the sun,
And lamps are lit, and chil dren nod,
Let  faith - ful voic - es sing Your praise,
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Pure gleam of God’s un - end - ing glo - ry,
In eve - ning hymns we lift our  Vvoic - es
0O Son of God, our Life - be - stow - er,
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O Je - sus, blest A - noint ed One;
To Fa - ther, Spir - i, Son one God.
Whose glo - 1y light - ens end - less days.

Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1944 Tune: Clement C. Scholefield, 1839-1904
Text: © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320
Tune: Public domain

First Reading

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LoRD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
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Isaiah 11:1-10



and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
>Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
5The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

99n that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him
shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

L O lLord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 15:4-13

*Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. *May
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 5that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.

8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore | will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”

And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”

1And again,



“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”

2And again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”

BMay the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Third Reading John 3:1-21

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” >Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. ’Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

®Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you
the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, | say to
you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not
receive our testimony. YIf | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if | tell you heavenly things? *No one has ascended into heaven except
he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, **that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.

18“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. Y’For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. ¥Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than
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the light because their deeds were evil. ?°For everyone who does wicked things hates
the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 2'But
whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his
deeds have been carried out in God.”

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C  Thanks be to God.

L
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Hebrews 1:1-2a

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

God Loves Me Dearly LSB 392
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1 God loves me dear - ly, Grants me sal -
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va - tion, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.
dark - ness; God’s love was work - ing To  make me free.
deem - er, He sent forth Je - sus And set me free.
of - fer; Je - sus, my Sav - ior, Paid all I owed.
ter - nal; Now I  will praise You All my life long.
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dear - ly, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.

Text: August Rische, 1819-1906; tr. composite

Tune: German
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Stand
Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord LSB 935
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1 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord!
2 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo-ries of His Word!
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Un - num - bered bless -ings, give my spir - it voice;
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done;
Pow’rs and do min - ions lay their glo - ry by.
Firm is His prom -ise, and His mer - cy sure.
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Ten - der to me the prom-ise of His Word;
His  mer - cy sure, from age to age the same;
Proud hearts and stub -  born wills are put to flight,
Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord
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In  God my Sav - ior shall my heart re - joice.
His ho - ly name, the Lord, the Might - y One.
The hun - gry fed, the hum -ble lift ed high.
To chil - dren’s chil - dren and for - ev er - more!

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024 Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949 Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320

Prayer
Litany

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the
word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good
deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone

before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.
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Collect for Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Wi
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Lord’s Prayer

Matthew 6:9-13

L  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.

[Psalm 103:1]
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction
b
[P The almighty and merciful Lord,

the Father, the "I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre -
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357
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10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el And ran - som
2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - drest
30 come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from
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cap - tive Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly
all things might - i - ly; To us the path of
tribes on Si - nai’s height In an - cient times didst
Sa - tan’s tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might - y
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach wus in her ways to go.
give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry oO’er the grave.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - - el
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

5 0O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain
O come, Desire of nations, bind

In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, K&In; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public

domain
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Advent § Christmas Worship 2024

Sunday Morning: Worship at 10 AM

Midweek Advent Services: The Songs of Luke
1AM or 7 PM
Wednesday December 17th

Christmas Eve
Family Service: 7 PM
Candlelight Service: 10 PM (Communion)

Christmas Day
Lessons & Carols: 10 AM (Communion)
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