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If you are a guest with us today, we welcome you 
in the name of Jesus!  If you have questions or 

prayer requests or want to get in touch with us, 
please sign the guest book in the lobby (or use this 

QR code) or email or call.    

 

Welcome to all! Thanks for joining us this morning. 

Children’s bulletins and church bags (soft activity books, quiet toys and other “surprises”) 
are available in the narthex.  

The Children’s Nursery Area is available downstairs in the Parish Hall. The service streams 
on the monitor and there is a soft rug, chairs, books and toys available. Turn right out of the 
sanctuary and go down the stairs.   

Prelude: Please use the prelude as a time for quiet prayer and meditation before worship. 

Prayer request cards are available in the pews facing you. You may give the card to an 
usher or place in the offering plate. 

For Those Who Desire to Receive the Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 

His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The  

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the pastor or an elder.  (Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion trays.) 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
2001 Old Frederick Road   Catonsville, Maryland 21228 

Church:  410-747-1897   School:  410-747-1924 

www.stpaulcatonsville.org  email: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 

Pastor Gregory Alms          Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director 

Vicar Thomas Malmstrom 

http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/
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Second Sunday of the Advent 
December 07, 2025 

 
 
Prelude:                   Es ist ein Ros: Lo, How a Rose Is Growing  John Leavitt 
 (b. 1956) 

 
Stand 

 
Sing Praise to the God of Israel LSB 936 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Sit 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 
 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
 

Absolution                [John 20:19–23] 

         P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

         C   Amen. 
 
Stand 
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Service of the Word 

 
Introit Psalm 105:4–8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b 

In the wilderness prepare the way | of the LORD;* 
 make straight in the desert a highway | for our God. 
Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 
 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
In the wilderness prepare the way | of the LORD;* 
 make straight in the desert a highway | for our God. 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Hymn of Praise is Omitted in the Season of Advent 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

          C    Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that  
by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Bell Choir:                                  Veni Emmanuel    Arranger: John A. Behnke 
                                                   Traditional 8th century plainsong 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
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5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 
shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 
Epistle Romans 15:4–13 

 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May 
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
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 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 
 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
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 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 
Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make his paths straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 
the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
  
 

Sit 
 



11 

 

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. Composite Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
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Offering 
(An offering plate is available in the narthex.  You may also give electronically via 
this QR code or through our website at stpaulcatonsville.org/donation.  If you 
would like to send in an electronic offering via text, text the dollar amount you 
would like to give to 410-888-0161.)  

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



14 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 
Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer                    Matthew 6:9–13 

P    Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C     Our Father who art in heaven, 
            hallowed be Thy name, 
            Thy kingdom come, 
            Thy will be done on earth 
                as it is in heaven; 
            give us this day our daily bread; 
            and forgive us our trespasses 
               as we forgive those 
               who trespass against us; 
            and lead us not into temptation, 
            but deliver us from evil. 
        For Thine is the kingdom 
            and the power and the glory 
            forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 
Distribution 
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What Is This Bread LSB 629 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
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Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 
    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–6): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text (sts. 1, 3–6): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 
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The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348 

 

 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt. Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace LSB 937 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): James Quinn, 1919–2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948–2025 Tune: American Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing 
House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: Public domain 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray… 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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Prepare the Royal Highway LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
Postlude:                          Besançon: People, Look East         Eleanor Farjeon 
                 (1881-1965) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
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News And Notes 
Altar Flowers 
Flowers are given by Jim & LaVerne Kyne in celebration of our granddaughter Allison Braatz’s 
Birthday. 
 

Flowers are given by Robbin and Kevin Dungey in celebration of our granddaughter’s 16th 
Birthday. 
 

Sunday School And Adult Bible Class! 
Classes meet every Sunday at 8:45 AM. Come and join us. 
 

Women’s Guild 
We will once again be gathering food bags for St Thomas; however, we will be doing things a 
little differently this year. Ladies’ guild will provide you with a bag that will have a list of items 
needed as well as return date information. Please see Carolyn Louden for a bag before and after 
church. They are due on Sunday, December 14th. 
 

Cookie Walk 
Bakers are needed for the lady’s guild cookie walk on December 14th. This is one of the two 
fundraisers we do each year. Half of the monies raised from this years walk will go to support St 
Paul mission trip. If you need to drop cookies off earlier in the week please take them to the 
church office and mark them for the cookie walk.  
 

Kids Christmas Morning - Saturday, December 13th 
This is a wonderful way for children to celebrate the; “Reason for the Season!” Register on the 
church website (stpaulcatonsville.org). 
 

Volunteers/Milk or Juice Cartons needed For Kids Christmas Morning 
It takes many hands to carry out this very popular community 
event. Please consider how you can help! The volunteer sign-up 
sheet is now posted on the bulletin board. 
 

Milk/Juice Cartons - Please wash with hot soapy water and air 
dry. The lids are not needed. Drop them off next to the candy bin 
in the foyer. 
 

We need 2-pound bags of powdered sugar and any brand plain 
regular size graham crackers.  
 

Sunday Morning Bible Class: Lutheran Worship 
Vicar Malmstrom will present a three-part Bible Class on “Lutheran Worship” on December  
14, 21, 28. 
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Prepare Your Heart For Christmas – Women’s Bible Study 
Join us for a special 3-week Women’s Bible Study on Sunday mornings, November 
30–December 14, as we prepare our hearts for Christmas! Each week we’ll explore themes of 
hope and faith from the Winter 2021 Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly.  
 
St Paul Giving Opportunity: 
If you are aged 70 1/2 or older you may be required by law to withdraw a 
minimum amount out of your IRA account on an annual basis. These 
distributions to you are taxable and must be withdrawn by December 
31st each year. Why not consider giving these distributions or a portion 
of these distributions to St Paul to avoid the tax? This is called a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution. It’s a smart way to donate with funds you would 
otherwise owe in tax. If you have questions regarding this strategy, please  
feel free to call John Borth. 

 
Coat Collection is November 1 – December 15 
Orphan Grain Train Winter Coat Drive- The Giguere Coatmobile (aka red truck) will be in the 
church parking lot every Sunday morning through December 14 to take bagged winter coats for 
distribution in inner city Baltimore and surrounding areas. Coats can be new or gently used. It's 
supposed to be a cold winter, so there is a great need for coats. Thank You! 
 
Mission Brunch 2026 
Save the date! This year’s brunch will be held on Sunday, January 18th, immediately following 
worship. Plan to join us for food, fellowship, and a presentation by guest speaker LeChelle Redd 
from Faith & Works Enterprises.  More info to come! 
 
Angel Tree is Here! 
We take names of 20 children and buy 3 gifts for each- one gift on 
each angel. Start the Christmas season with this gift of love.  Last 
day is December 17th.  
 
Advent Devotional  
Advent devotional books are located in the narthex. 
 
Upcoming Virtual Mission Trip Meeting 
We will hold a virtual meeting with Dana Stigdon on Tuesday, December 9 at 7:00 p.m. to 
discuss a possible mission trip to the Dominican Republic. 
Join us online at: https://meet.google.com/ram-drao-xde 
Let’s hear Dana’s insights on how we can be of service! 
  

https://meet.google.com/ram-drao-xde
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Serving at St. Paul 
 

 This week 7th Next week 14th 

Cantor Jim Baeder Jim Baeder 

Reader Ken Waibel Karen Eichelman 

Usher Ken Waibel Bruce Staudinger 

Usher Jon Brooks Paul Lubell 

Greeter Robbin Dungey Karen Borth 
 
Daily Readings 

Dec 07, 2025        Is 24:1–13, 1 John 1:1—2:14 
Dec 08, 2025         Is 24:14—25:12, 1 John 2:15–29 
Dec 09, 2025         Is 26:1–19, 1 John 3:1–24 
Dec 10, 2025         Is 26:20—27:13, 1 John 4:1–21 
Dec 11, 2025         Is 28:14–29, 1 John 5:1–21 
Dec 12, 2025         Is 29:1–14, Jude 1–25 
Dec 13,2025          Is 29:15—30:14, Rev 1:1–19 

 
 
Happening This Week 
 
Monday Dec 8, 2025 
 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM AA Small Group   Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday Dec 9, 2025 
 7:00 PM-8:30 PM  Elder’s Meeting   Media Center 
Wednesday Dec 10, 2025  
 7:30-9:00   Choir Practice   

Thursday Dec 11, 2025 
 6:00 PM – 7:15 PM Bell Choir Practice 
Friday Dec 12, 2025  Pastor Alms’ Day off 
Saturday Dec 13, 2025 
 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM  Men’s Group Meeting  
 9:00 AM – 11:00 PM Kid’s Christmas Morning 
Sunday Dec 14, 2025 
 All Day   Cookie Walk   Fellowship Hall  

8:45 AM – 9:45 AM Bible Classes  
10:00 AM – 11:00 AM Sunday Worship   Sanctuary 
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM Asset Management Board Mtg. 
12:00 PM – 2:00 PM Oromo Worship   Sanctuary 
18:00 PM – 3:00 PM Oromo Fellowship  Sanctuary 
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CHURCH MEMBERS 
Fred Shifflet (Heart valve replacement) 
Debbie Frech (pneumonia, cancer, new chemotherapy treatment)  
Jim Kyne (vision problem) 
Lindsey Gay (continued recovery) 
Merilyn Blomster (recovering) 
Marilyn Haberl (scleroderma) 

 
 

SHUT-INS 

Dorothy Shifflett and Janet Conklin.   

FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Tommy Stigdon, recovering (Dana Stigdon’s son) 11/30 
Bob Unglesbee, spine fracture, (Christine Unglesbee Father-in-law) 10/28 
Christine Gibson, peace and comfort palliative care (friend of Sari) 10/28 
John, rare aggressive form of cancer, (Sari’s co-worker’s husband)10/28 
Walt O’Reilly for recovering (Renata O’Reilly’s husband) 
 
 
Prayer is a great gift and privilege for Christians.  To add people to the prayer list printed in the 
bulletin, please email pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org or linda.jones@splscatonsville.org or call the 
church office at 410-747-1897.  Family and friends will automatically be removed after one month.  If 
you want your request to stay on for another month, just contact the office. 
  

mailto:pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org
mailto:linda.jones@splscatonsville.org
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