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If you are a guest with us today, we welcome you in 
the name of Jesus!  If you have questions or prayer 
requests or want to get in touch with us, please sign 
the guest book in the lobby (or use this QR code) or 
email or call.    

 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good! Thanks for joining us in worship this morning.   

Children’s bulletins are available in the narthex.  

Children’s church bags with soft activity books, quiet toys and other “surprises” are available 

in the narthex.  

Children’s Nursery Area is available downstairs in the Parish Hall. The service streams on the 

monitor and there is a soft rug, chairs, books and toys available. Turn right out of the sanctuary and go 

down the stairs.   

Prelude:  Please use the prelude as a time for quiet prayer and meditation before worship. 

For Those Who Desire to Receive the Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 

His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The  

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the pastor or an elder.  (Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion trays.) 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
2001 Old Frederick Road   Catonsville, Maryland 21228 

Church:  410-747-1897   School:  410-747-1924 

www.stpaulcatonsville.org  email: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 

Pastor Gregory Alms          Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director 

 

http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/
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Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 23, 2025 

 
 
 
Prelude:                                 We All Are One in Mission  Mark Sedio 
 (b. 1954) 

 
 
 
Stand 

 
Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation LSB 909 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt.  
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 
from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Sit 

 
Confession of Sins 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

Stand 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

          C    O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your 
power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Anthem:                  He Which Hath Begun a Good Work in You  Jan Bender 
 (1909-1904) 
He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. 

 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 45:3–15 

 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 
 4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And 
he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be 
distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before 
you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are 
yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me 
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up 
to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 
Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you 
shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, 
your herds, and all that you have. 11There I will provide for you, for there are yet five 
years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not 
come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, 
that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father of all my honor in 
Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14Then he 
fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 
15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with 
him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



7 

 

 
Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:21–26, 30–42 

 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes 
the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule 
and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  . . . 
 30Why am I in danger every hour? 31I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I 
have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 32What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I 
fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for 
tomorrow we die.” 33Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 34Wake up 
from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no 
knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 
 35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” 36You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And 
what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of 
some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed 
its own body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another 
for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40There are heavenly bodies and 
earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly 
is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 
 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised 
is imperishable. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia 

 
 

Verse John 20:31 

 

 
 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 6:27–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 27[Jesus said:] “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29To one who 
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak 
do not withhold your tunic either. 30Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one 
who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31And as you wish that others 
would do to you, do so to them. 
 32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34And if you lend to those from whom you 
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back 
the same amount. 35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is 
kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 
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 37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. Good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For 
with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

O Bless the Lord, My Soul LSB 814 

 

 
 

5 He fills the poor with good; 
    He gives the suff’rers rest. 

The Lord hath judgments for the 
proud 

    And justice for th’oppressed. 

                6           His wondrous works and ways 
    He made by Moses known, 

     But sent the world His truth and grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 



11 

 

Offering 
(An offering plate is available in the narthex.  You may also give electronically via 
this QR code or through our website at stpaulcatonsville.org/donation.  If you 
would like to send in an electronic offering via text, text the dollar amount you 
would like to give to 410-888-0161.)  

 
Offertory                LSB 894 

 

 

 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110002320 Tune: Public domain 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
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Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh. 
  

We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant 
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day behold 
Your glory face to face. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
I’m But a Stranger Here LSB 748 
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Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807–35 Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Lord of All Hopefulness LSB 738 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901–53 Tune: Irish Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: Public domain 
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The Tree of Life LSB 561 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: Bruce W. Becker, 1952 Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 



17 

 

O God, Our Help in Ages Past LSB 733 

 

 
 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray… 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing LSB 924 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 
Postlude:                          Songs of Thankfulness and Praise     Hugo Gehrke 

   (1912-1992) 
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News & Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 
Flowers are given by Carolyn Louden in memory of Carolyn’s dad John Neubert’s birthday. 

We need people to sign up for altar flowers for March. A great way to honor your loved ones. A 
sign-up sheet with payment envelopes and a pen is located on the bulletin board. Thank you. 

Sunday School at 8:45 am on Sundays. 
Nursery through High school youth. 

Youth Sunday Morning Bible Class – Foundations of Our Faith 
Youth class is underway at 8:45am. See you there. 

“Judges, Kings and Prophets” 
is the Bible class led by Pastor Alms. We will learn of Othniel, 
Ehud, Jeroboam, Jezebel, Manasseh and more. 

Lent is Coming 
Ash Wednesday is March 5th. Services at 11 am and 7 p.m. The 7 p.m. service will be a Divine 
Service with Holy Communion. 

The Crucifixion of Jesus in the Old Testament: What does the story of Jonah teach us about the 
death of Jesus for us? How about Goliath or the sacrifice of Isaac? We will consider these stories 
and others in our Lent midweek worship series. Services will be March 12th through April 9th at 
11am and 7 p.m. 

Serve for Care Committee Needs 
We provide meals and transportation for families during sickness, birth of a baby, ongoing 
medical issues, etc. If you are able to help (occasional meals, freezer meals, provide 
transportation) please contact Carolyn Louden, Debbie Oldhouser, or Irene Giguere. 

Weekday Bible Study Gospel of John 
We will meet this Thursday February 27th in Pastor’s office at 10 am. 

Altar Care 
Since our altar must be prepared for communion services every single Sunday, St. Paul needs a 
woman, man, couple, or team to get the altar ready each weekend. Right now, we have no one 
to get the altar ready for the months of April or October. If you would like to serve St. Paul by 
volunteering to take one of these months, please speak with Robbin Dungey . Training is 
available. 
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Newsletter  
The March Newsletter Deadline is Monday February 24th at the end of the day. 

Books and Beer 
Books and Beer meets this Thursday the 27th at 7 p.m. at the Rathskellar in 
Elkridge. 

Serving at St. Paul 

 This week 23rd Next week 2nd 

Cantor JB Jaeger Steve Haar 

Reader Suzanne Giguere Jay Barringer 

Usher Ben Haberl Kevin Dungey 

Usher Jim Baeder Taylor Dungey 

Greeter Karyn Borth Dave Carnes 
 
Daily Readings 

Feb 23, 2025                               Job 18:1–21, John 7:32–53  

Feb 24, 2025                               Job 19:1–12, 21–27, John 8:1–20  

Feb 25, 2025                               Job 20:1–23, 29, John 8:21–38  

Feb 26, 2025                               Job 21:1–21, John 8:39–59  

Feb 27, 2025                               Job 30:16–31, John 9:1–23  

Feb 28, 2025                               Job 31:1–12, 33–40, John 9:24–41 

Mar 01, 2025                              Job 32:1–22, John 10:1–21  
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CHURCH MEMBERS 
Jon Brooks (recovering from surgery) 
Sally Foks (recovering from a tibial fracture) 
Debbie Frech (cancer, chemotherapy treatment)  
Doris Schascheck (recovering from a procedure)  
Sari Nguyen (recovering from eye surgery)  
Lindsey Gay (continuing treatment) 
Merilyn Blomster (recovering) 
Laurie Dungey (continued improvement) 
David Nguyen (recovering from back surgery) 
Marilyn Haberl (scleroderma) 
 

 

SHUT-INS 

Betty Blackburn, Dorothy Shifflett and Janet Conklin.   

FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

John Rothe recovering from open heart surgery (Friend of Sari Nguyen) 2/18 
Eine Haasmaa undergoing treatment for fractured spine (Mom of Sari Nguyen) 2/11 
Brian Kyne (son of the Kyne’s) nose surgery 2/4 
Frank Haar (Steve Haar’s brother) diagnosed with melanoma. 1/28 
Jerry Tignall cancer chemotherapy (cousin of Karyn Borth) 1/19 
 
Prayer is a great gift and privilege for Christians.  To add people to the prayer list printed in the bulletin, please email 
pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org or linda.jones@splscatonsville.org or call the church office at 410-747-1897.  Family and friends will 
automatically be removed after one month.  If you want your request to stay on for another month, just contact the office 
  

mailto:pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org
mailto:linda.jones@splscatonsville.org
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Happening This Week 
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