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Advent Midweek 
December 4, 2024 

Service of Light 

Congregation rises and faces the rear of the sanctuary. 
 
Versicles (Advent) 
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Phos Hilaron 
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Thanksgiving for Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
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Psalmody 

Congregation sings the refrain, marked with C, and the Glory be... also marked C 
 

Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 
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Psalm Prayer 
L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises 
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51          Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820          Text and tune: Public domain 

Readings 

First Reading 1 Samuel 1: 1-20 
There was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim of the hill country of Ephraim whose 
name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, an 
Ephrathite. 2 He had two wives. The name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the 
other, Peninnah. And Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. 
3 Now this man used to go up year by year from his city to worship and to sacrifice to 
the Lord of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests 
of the Lord. 4 On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to Peninnah 
his wife and to all her sons and daughters. 5 But to Hannah he gave a double portion, 
because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. 6 And her rival used to 
provoke her grievously to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb. 7 So it 
went on year by year. As often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she used to 
provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. 8 And Elkanah, her husband, 
said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not eat? And why is your heart 
sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
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9 After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the priest was sitting 
on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. 10 She was deeply distressed 
and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. 11 And she vowed a vow and said, “O Lord of 
hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and remember me and not 
forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all 
the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head.” 
12 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was 
speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli 
took her to be a drunken woman. 14 And Eli said to her, “How long will you go on being 
drunk? Put your wine away from you.” 15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a 
woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been 
pouring out my soul before the Lord. 16 Do not regard your servant as a worthless 
woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation.” 17 Then 
Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition that you have 
made to him.” 18 And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then the 
woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. 
19 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went back to 
their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered 
her. 20 And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked for him from the Lord.” 
 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Second Reading Acts 13: 13-26 

Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. 
And John left them and returned to Jerusalem, 14 but they went on from Perga and came 
to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat 
down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue 
sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for 
the people, say it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: 
“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our 
fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with 
uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18 And for about forty years he put up with them in 
the wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave 
them their land as an inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave 
them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them 
Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had 
removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have 
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found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ 23 Of this 
man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before his 
coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And 
as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. 
No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to 
untie.’ 
26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us 
has been sent the message of this salvation. 
 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Third Reading Luke 1:5-25; 57-80 

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division 
of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and both were advanced in years. 
8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on 
duty, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the 
temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were 
praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the 
Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled 
when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many 
will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink 
wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's 
womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he 
will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord 
a people prepared.” 
18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the 
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And 
behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the 
people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the 
temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized 
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that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained 
mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself 
hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to 
take away my reproach among people.” 
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they 
rejoiced with her. 59 And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they 
would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his mother answered, “No; he 
shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this 
name.” 62 And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be 
called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all 
wondered. 64 And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were 
talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 66 and all who heard them laid them 
up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was 
with him. 
67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71 that we should be saved from our enemies 
    and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
    and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
74     that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
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80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 
day of his public appearance to Israel. 
n those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 
40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth 
heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to 
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
 

 Hebrews 1:1–2a 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

 
Sing Praise to the God of Israel (Versification of the Benedictus) LSB 935 
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Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon:  The Song of Zechariah: The Benedictus 
 
Stand 
 
Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord (Versification of the Magnificat)  LSB 935 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926          Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877–1949 
Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 

Prayer 

Litany 
The congregation’s response begins just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word 
“Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
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L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all 

servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and 

those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good 
deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those 

who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord 
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 

times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
The prayers then continue: 
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Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may 
be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the 
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 

 

 
 

Benediction 
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The Day Thou Gavest LSB 886 

 

 

 

 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826–93, alt. Tune: Clement C. Scholefield, 1839–1904 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Thank you! 
Rev. Phil Meyer for leading our worship service this evening. 
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Advent & Christmas Worship 2024 

 
Sunday Morning:  Worship at 10 AM 

Midweek Advent Services:  The Songs of Luke 
11 AM or 7 PM 
Wednesday December 11 and 18 

 

Christmas Eve 
Family Service:  7 PM 
Candlelight Service:  10 PM (Communion) 
 
Christmas Day 
Lessons & Carols:  10 AM (Communion) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


