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Advent Midweek
December 18, 2024

Service of Light

Congregation rises and faces the rear of the sanctuary.

Versicles (Advent)
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The Spirit and the Church cry out:
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Come, Lord Je - sus.
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All those who await His ap - pear - ance pray:
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Come, Lord Je - sus.
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The whole cre - a - tion pleads:
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Come, Lord Je - sus



Phos Hilaron
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.



Thanksgiving for Light
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
H
P A
| I
fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet

and a light to our path;

® o o0 |

——

for You are mer - ci - ful,

and You love Your whole cre-a -
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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Psalmody

Congregation sings the refrain, marked with C, and the Glory be... also marked C

Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1-4, 8
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri - fice.
ﬁ | — [ ————— I
g 1D | | | il | — | | | | N B |
;’L@ e B E— ——— — | W E—- B — ——
.) v '\ .‘I. & [ '\ 1 b w
(M Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed -ness with e-vil - do - ers.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Psalm Prayer
L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises

with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357
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10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el, And ran - som
2 O come, Thou Wis-dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
30 come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy
[N [rm— . pr—

A ! — fr——— .h I il rm— I
!? 1 Il 1| I' ’ I I ]
cap - tive Is - ra - el, That mourns in  lone - ly

all things might - i - ly; To us the path of
tribes on Si - nai’s height In an - cient times didst
o R} ———— —
[ = I | — | |} I Il | I | | T T |
l@g{_:.‘g_:j..:.ﬁ:‘j—d—r—(—!zr—d—t‘j:'
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el
Text and tune: Public domain
Readings
First Reading Psalm 148

Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!
Zpraise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his hosts!
3 Praise him, sun and moon,
praise him, all you shining stars!
4Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!



5 Let them praise the name of the Lord!
For he commanded and they were created.
5 And he established them forever and ever;
he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.
" Praise the Lord from the earth,
you great sea creatures and all deeps,
8fire and hail, snow and mist,
stormy wind fulfilling his word!
9Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!
10Beasts and all livestock,
creeping things and flying birds!
1 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!
12Young men and maidens together,
old men and children!
13 et them praise the name of the Lord,
for his name alone is exalted;
his majesty is above earth and heaven.
14 He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his saints,
for the people of Israel who are near to him.

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Ephesians 2:11-22
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by
hands— 2remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. ¥ But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. **For he himself is our peace, who has made
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility > by
abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, ®and might reconcile us
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. Y7 And he came
and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near. ¥ For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. ¥*So then
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you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints

and members of the household of God, 2° built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 2in whom the whole structure,
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 2In him you also are being
built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Third Reading Luke 2:8-20
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. ® And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 1° And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. ™ For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. > And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.” ¥ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” * And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby lying in a manger. 7 And when they saw it, they made known the saying
that had been told them concerning this child. ¥ And all who heard it wondered at what
the shepherds told them. ¥ But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in
her heart. 2 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Hebrews 1:1-2a
L  In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.



Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise (Versification of the Gloria)
D4 RN . .
P AN EEN | | I p‘ il — r_ % I T i
RS S S e
1 Glo-ry to God, we give You thanks and praise;
2 Lord Je-sus Christ, the Fa-ther's on -1y Son,
A3 A -lone, O Christ, You on-ly are the Lord,
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Of heavn - ly joy and earth-ly peace we sing.
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
At God’s  right hand in maj-es - ty most high:
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We  wor - ship You, to You our hearts we raise,
O Lamb of God, Your glo - rious vic - t'ry won,
Who with the Spir - it  wor-shiped and a - dored,
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Lord God, al - might - y Fa - ther, heav’n - ly King.
Re - ceive our prayer, grant us Your peace with - in.
With all the heav'n -ly host we glo - i - fy

Text: Edwin Le Grice, 1911-92
Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text: © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320

Sermon: The Song of the Angels: The Gloria

Stand
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Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord (versification of the Magnificat) LSB 935
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1 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord!
2 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo-ries of His Word!
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Un - num - bered bless - ings, give my spir - it voice;
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done;
Pow’rs and do - min-ions lay their glo - ry by.
Firm is His prom - ise, and His mer - cy sure.
f) 4 .
o #L ! ) L P [
e ! ——— o —(——— —
B e e —
Ten - der to me the prom-ise of His Word;
His mer - ¢y sure, from age to age the same;
Proud hearts and stub -  born wills are put to flight,
Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord
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In God my Sav - ior shall my heart re - joice.
His ho - ly name, the Lord, the Might - y One.
The hun - gry fed, the hum-ble lift - ed high
To chil - dren’s chil - dren and for - ev - er - more!

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926

Prayer

Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949 Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320
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Litany
The congregation’s response begins just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word
“Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

L  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

L  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

L  For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

L  For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good
deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

L  Forthose who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L  For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

L  For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
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L  For...[additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:

p” A

(>

:j!iﬂi P —
L g

For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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A - men.

Lord’s Prayer
L  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1]

Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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[P The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the "I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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pow’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry oO'er the grave.
leads on high, And close the path to mis - er - y.
clouds of night, And death’s dark shad - ows put to flight.
vi - sions cease, And be Thy-self our King of Peace.
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Shall come to thee, (0] Is - ra - el

Text and tune: Public domain
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Advent § Christmas Worship 2024

Sunday Morning: Worship at 10 AM

AR

Christmas Eve
Family Service: 7 PM
Candlelight Service: 10 PM (Communion)

Christmas Day
Lessons & Carols: 10 AM (Communion)
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