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If you are a quest with us today, we welcome you in the 
name of Jesus!  If you have questions or prayer requests 
or want to get in touch with us, please sign the guest 
book in the lobby (or use this QR code) or email or call.    

 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good! Thanks for joining us in worship 
this morning.   

Children’s bulletins are available in the narthex.  

Children’s church bags with soft activity books, quiet toys and other “surprises” are available 

in the narthex.  

Children’s Nursery Area is available downstairs in the Parish Hall. The service streams on the 

monitor and there is a soft rug, chairs, books and toys available. Turn right out of the sanctuary and go 

down the stairs.   

Prelude:  Please use the prelude as a time for quiet prayer and meditation before worship. 

For Those Who Desire to Receive the Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to 

His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The  

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the pastor or an elder.  (Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion trays.) 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
2001 Old Frederick Road   Catonsville, Maryland 21228 

Church:  410-747-1897   School:  410-747-1924 

www.stpaulcatonsville.org  email: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 

Pastor Gregory Alms          Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director 

 

http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/
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Third Sunday in Advent 
December 15, 2024 

 
Prelude:             Veni, Emmanuel: Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel  Robert J. Powell 
 (b. 1932) 
Stand 
 
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341 
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Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Sit 
 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
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Service of the Word 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Hymn of Praise Omitted During the Season of Advent 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

          C  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness 
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
Sit 
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Bell Choir:                         O Savior Rend the Heavens Wide              Arr. Diana Meux 
 
 
Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14–20 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 
 he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
 you shall never again fear evil. 
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
“Fear not, O Zion; 
 let not your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD your God is in your midst, 
 a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
 he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 
 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
19Behold, at that time I will deal 
 with all your oppressors. 
And I will save the lame 
 and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 
 and renown in all the earth. 
20At that time I will bring you in, 
 at the time when I gather you together; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
 among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
 before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 146:5–8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
 again I will say, | Rejoice. 

 
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 
 whose hope is in the | LORD his God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,* 
 who keeps faith for- | ever; 
who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 
 who gives food to the | hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.* 
 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the | righteous. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
 again I will say, | Rejoice. 

 
Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel Luke 7:18–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 
  

 
  
 18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his 
disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?” 20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the 
Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, 
and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers 
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news 
preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 
25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who 
are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of 
whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Sit 
 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers LSB 515 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 
Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
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Offering 
(An offering plate is available in the narthex.  You may also give electronically via 
this QR code or through our website at stpaulcatonsville.org/donation.  If you would 
like to send in an electronic offering via text, text the dollar amount you would like 

to give to 410-888-0161.)  
 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
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     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Sit 
 
Distribution 
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In Thee Is Gladness LSB 818 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Jesus Comes Today with Healing LSB 620 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 
    Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
    Fits me for the royal hall. 

6 Now have I found consolation, 
Comfort in my tribulation, 
    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
    Makes my wounded spirit 
whole. 

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960 Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Tune: Public domain 
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In Holy Conversation LSB 772 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 Tune: Swedish Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: Public 
domain  
 

Stand 
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Offertory: Nunc Dimittis LSB 937 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): James Quinn, 1919–2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948 Tune: American Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing 

House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 Tune: Public domain 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray… 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring LSB 353 

 

 

 

 
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Postlude:         Haf trones lampa färdig: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  Paul Manz 
 Swedish folk tune (1919-2009) 
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News & Notes 

Altar Flowers 
Flowers are given by Robbin and Kevin Dungey in celebration of our daughter Beth's Birthday. 
 

Advent Midweek Worship: The Songs of Luke 
Last service are December 18th at 11 am and 7 p.m.  We will look at the Song of the Angles with 
Luke 2. 
 

Sunday School 
Is offered every Sunday morning at 8:45 am for kids, nursery through high school. Note: There 
will be no Sunday School on December 29th. 
 

Bible Study on The Chosen Continues 
Explore the life of Jesus and the 1st-century disciples through the television series The Chosen.  
Each week, watch one episode on your own click on the following link for all information and to 
links the videos:  https://bit.ly/3TLupnx.   
 
Mission Trip 2025 
Have you ever thought about being a part of a mission trip? The St. Paul mission trips? We will 
have a meeting for those who are interested or want to learn more on Tuesday, January 7th at 7 
p.m. For more information: contact Roy or Heather Krakat. 
 

Cookie Walk 
The women's guild cookie walk will be held this Sunday before and after church. Cookies are 
$10.00 a pound. One half of the proceeds this year will go to hurricane victims in North Carolina 
and the balance will fund our outreach projects. Please head down to the fellowship hall to 
support these worthy causes. 
 
KCM 
Thank you to the many volunteers who helped at Kids Christmas Morning yesterday. We 
welcomed 90 children and their parents! They enjoyed hearing the Christmas Story, made Xmas 
crafts, and created gingerbread houses. Even Santa stopped by for photos! It was a great day of 
community fun and fellowship, all while sharing the Gospel. Thanks so much! 
 

Pick up a Christmas Postcard… 
…to invite someone to worship at St. Paul this Christmas season. Avaible in the Narthex. 
 

St. Paul Early Childhood Center is Hiring   
1. We are hiring a lead teacher for our Toddler Room.  This is a full-time position with current 
hours of 8:15 to 5:15. This position is school-year-based and runs from August to June. Summer 
hours are available at our summer camp. 

https://school.stpaulcatonsville.org/
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2.  We’re also looking for aides to support in the classrooms. These part-time and full-time 
positions can be school-year-based or for 12 months. training, including First Aide, Basic Health  
 

Call our ECC director, Miss Ama, or Principal Alms today to join us! 
(420) 747-1924 or email @ suzanne.alms@splscatonsville.org 
 
Fellowship Hour Volunteers  
Help with Fellowship Hour throughout December and January. Sign-up on the bulletin board. 
 
Mission Brunch is January 26th 
We will meet and eat and have fun! Our guests will be representatives from Orphan Grain Train 
who will speak about the mission work OGT does. Brunch follows worship in the Parish Hall. 
 
Offering Envelopes 
Please check in the Narthex for your 2025 Offering Envelopes. 
 

December Events at St. Paul Lutheran 
 

Advent Midweek Services, December 18th at 11 am and 7 pm. 
Ladies Guild Cookie Walk December 15th (following worship) 

Elementary School Christmas Program, December 19th, 11am and 6 pm 
Early Childhood Center Christmas Program, December 20th, 9:30 am 

Christmas Eve Family Service: 7 PM 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: 10 PM (Communion) 
Christmas Day Lessons & Carols: 10 AM (Communion) 

Daily Readings 
 

Dec 15, 2024              Is 30:27—31:9, Rev 3:1–22 

Dec 16, 2024              Is 32:1–20, Rev 4:1–11 

Dec 17, 2024              Is 33:1–24, Rev 5:1–14 

Dec 18, 2024              Is 34:1–2, 8—35:10, Rev 6:1–17 

Dec 19, 2024              Is 40:1–17, Rev 7:1–17 

Dec 20, 2024              Is 40:18—41:10, Rev 8:1–13 

Dec 21, 2024              Is 42:1–25, Rev 9:1–12 

 
  

mailto:suzanne.alms@splscatonsville.org
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Serving at St. Paul 

 This week 15th Next week 22nd  

Cantor Jim Baeder Jim Baeder 

Reader JB Jaeger Suzanne Giguere 

Usher Roy Krakat Ben Haberl 

Usher Ed Kester Jim Baeder 

Greeter Bruce Staudinger Betsy Mitchell 
 

  



25 

 

 

 
 
 
CHURCH MEMBERS 
Doris Schascheck recovering from hospitalization  
Sari Nguyen (recovering from eye surgery) 
Janice Gay (treatment for A-fib) 
Lindsey Gay (continuing treatment) 
Merilyn Blomster (recovering) 
Laurie Dungey (continued improvement) 
David Nguyen (recovering from back surgery) 
Debbie Frech (cancer, chemotherapy treatments) 
Marilyn Haberl (scleroderma) 
 
SHUT-INS 
Betty Blackburn, Dorothy Shifflett and Janet Conklin.   
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Family of Sandy Miller died unexpectedly (friend of the Kynes) 11/20 
Charlie Acaron, shoulder surgery (friend of Diane Jaeger’s) 
Keith Alcorn, surgery for cancer and a blood clot (nephew of Ruth Payne) 
Eine Haasmaa had a bad fall at home (Mom of Sari Nguyen) 8/13 
Marlene for cancer and spiritual healing (friend of Sari Nguyen) 8/13 
Wendi, breast cancer (friend of the Kynes) 7/31 
Tamara, continuing prayer for health (friend of Sari Nguyen) 7/30 
Garrette Porter, in hospice (friend of Bruce Staudinger)7/21 
Donnie Andrus (Bruce Staudinger's stepson, terminal cancer) 6/12 
 
Prayer is a great gift and privilege for Christians.  To add people to the prayer list printed in the bulletin, please email 

pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org or linda.jones@splscatonsville.org or call the church office at 410-747-1897.  
Family and friends will automatically be removed after one month.  If you want your request to stay on for another 
month, just contact the office.  

  

mailto:pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org
mailto:linda.jones@splscatonsville.org
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