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A Ransom For Many 
 
… is the theme for our Lenten services this year. It is taken from this Scripture:   
 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many. 

Mark 10:45 
 

These words of Jesus give us the reason, the center, of the story, of his 
suffering and death. Many terrible things happened to Jesus:  injustice, shame, 
physical suffering. But the reason for all of it is that Jesus is giving his life for 
us. Each evening, we will meditate on a portion of the story of Christ’s 
suffering and death as told in the Gospel of Mark. What we will hear is how 
Jesus gave his life as a ransom for us. 
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Lent Midweek 
March 13, 2024 

 
Stand 
613 To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All LSB 613 

 

 

 

 
Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802–80; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt.           
Tune: attr. Martin Luther, 1483–1546          Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Confession of Sins 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Grace John 1:12; Philippians 1:6 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 
to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 
who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Reading Revelation 5 

 1Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written 
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2And I saw a strong angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3And no one in 
heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4and 
I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look 
into it. 5And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven 
seals.” 
 6And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7And he went and took the 
scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8And when he had 
taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 
of the saints. 9And they sang a new song, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
 and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
 from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
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10and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
 and they shall reign on the earth.” 

11Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders 
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
12saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13And I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in 
them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 
and glory and might forever and ever!” 14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and 
the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Mark 14:66—15:20b 
 66And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest 
came, 67and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were 
with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand 
what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed. 69And the 
servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of 
them.” 70But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to 
Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71But he began to invoke 
a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72And 
immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had 
said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he 
broke down and wept. 
 1And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 
and scribes and the whole Council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and 
delivered him over to Pilate. 2And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And 
he answered him, “You have said so.” 3And the chief priests accused him of many things. 
4And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they 
bring against you.” 5But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 6Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 
7And among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there 
was a man called Barabbas. 8And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he 
usually did for them. 9And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for 
you the King of the Jews?” 10For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief 
priests had delivered him up. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 
release for them Barabbas instead. 12And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I do 
with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” 
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14And Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Crucify him.” 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and 
having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 
 16And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion. 17And they clothed him in a 
purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18And they 
began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19And they were striking his head with a 
reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. 20And when they had 
mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And 
they led him out to crucify him. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

561 The Tree of Life LSB 561 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955          Tune: Bruce W. Becker, 1952 
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 

 

Sermon 

 
Catechism (During these Lenten services we will review Luther's Small Catechism's 
sections on the Creed and Holy Baptism.) 

 
Holy Baptism  

What is Baptism? 
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and 
combined with God’s word. 
  
Which is that word of God? 
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 
 
What benefits does Baptism give? 
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 
salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
  
Which are these words and promises of God? 
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will 
be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16) 
 
 



8 
 

575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB 575 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
Responsive Prayer 

L Holy God, holy and most gracious Father, 
C have mercy and hear us. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
L Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, 
C and grant us Your salvation. 
L Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness; 
C and let Your saints shout for joy. 
L Lord, keep this nation under Your care, 
C and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
L Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the earth. 
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L Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C let all the peoples praise You! 
L For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
C and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 
L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C and renew a right spirit within me. 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C let my cry come to You. 
 
L Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide 
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your 
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Additional petitions and prayers may be offered here. 
 

Evening 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen 

 
Benedicamus 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessing 
L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
C Amen. 
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883 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night LSB 883 

 

 

 
 
5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 
D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Tallis, c. 1505–1585 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Lent Midweek Services Wednesdays -- 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Theme:  A Ransom For Many – The story of Christ’s suffering and death  

as told in the Gospel of Mark, chapters 14-15. 
3/20 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Palm Sunday, March 24, 10 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday March 28, 7 p.m. with Lord’s Supper 

Good Friday, March 29, 7 p.m. 
Easter Sunrise, March 31, 7 a.m. 

Resurrection of Our Lord Festival Worship, March 31, 10 a.m. with Lord’s Supper 
 
 

 


