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Advent Midweek
December 20, 2023

Mary is the mother of our Lord. She is also a model for our Christian faith.
She is, like us, a sinner but one whom God chooses and blesses with grace in
Christ. She is an example to us in listening, believing and rejoicing. May God
bless this Advent season for all of us!

Service of Light
Congregation rises and faces the rear of the sanctuary.

Versicles (Advent)
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Come, Lord Je - sus.
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Come, Lord Je - sus.
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.



Thanksgiving for Light
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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Psalmody

Congregation sings the refrain, marked with C, and the Glory be... also marked C



Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1-4, 8
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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@ Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do - ers.

I But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Psalm Prayer
L  Letuspray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.



Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341
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1 Lift wup your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
2 A righ - teous Help - er comes to thee; His char - iot
3 How blest the land, the «cit - vy blest, Where Christ the
4 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; Make it a
5 Re - deem - er, come and o - pen wide My heart to
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing
is hu -mil -1 - ty, His king - ly crown is ho - i -
rul - er is con-fessed! O peace - ful hearts and hap - py
tem - ple set a - part Fromearth - ly wuse for heav’'n’s em -
Thee; here, Lord, a - bide! O en - ter with Thy grace di -
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near; The Sav - ior of the world is here. Life and  sal -
ness, His scep - ter, pit - in dis - tress. The end of
homes To whom this King in tri - umph comes! The cloud - less
ploy, A -domed with prayer and love and joy. So shall your
vine; Thy face of mer - cy on me shine. Thy Ho - ly
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va - tion He doth bring; There-fore re - joice and glad - ly sing.
all our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.
sun. of joy is He Who comes to set His peo-ple free.
Sov-’reign en - ter in And new and no - bler life be - gin.
Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir -it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: August Lemke, 1820-1913

Text and tune: Public domain



Readings

First Reading Exodus 14:30—15:2, 19-21
30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 3!Israel saw the great power that the LoRD used
against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and
in his servant Moses.
Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying,

“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.
’The LORD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation;
this is my God, and | will praise him,
my father’s God, and | will exalt him.

For when the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his horsemen went into the
sea, the LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the people of Israel
walked on dry ground in the midst of the sea. 2°Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister
of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women went out after her with
tambourines and dancing. 2!And Miriam sang to them:

“Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.”

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-14
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—

Z3ssuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me
for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | have written
briefly. *“When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ,
Swhich was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in
Christ Jesus through the gospel.



’Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was

given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though | am the very least of all the
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,
%and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in
God who created all things, %o that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This
was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, *%in
whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 3So | ask

you not to lose heart over what | am suffering for you, which is your glory.
14For this reason | bow my knees before the Father,

A O Lord, have mercy on us.

C

Thanks be to God.

Third Reading

% And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
“8for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
0And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
>IHe has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
>2he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
>he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away.
>*He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

Luke 1:46-56

%6And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

L
C

Hebrews 1:1-2a

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

10



Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, K&In; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: Mary Rejoices

11

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357
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Stand

935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord

LSB 935
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1 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord!
2 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo-ries of His Word!
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Un - num - bered bless - ings, give my spir - it voice;
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done;
Pow’rs and do - min-ions lay their glo - ry by.
Firm is His prom - ise, and His mer - cy sure.
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Ten - der to me the prom-ise of His Word;
His mer - cy sure, from age to age the same;
Proud hearts and stub -  born wills are put to flight,
Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord
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In God my Sav - ior shall my heart re - joice.
His ho - ly name, the Lord, the Might - y One.
The hun - gry fed, the hum-ble lift - ed high.
_ o chil - dren’s chil - dren and for - ev - er - more!
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320

Prayer

Litany

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the
word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good
deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone

before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace

L

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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Lord’s Prayer

L

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
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C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
asitisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1]

Let us bless the Lord.
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[P The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the "I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KdIn; tr.

Tune: French, 15th cent.

Acknowledgments

Text and tune: Public domain

John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357
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leads on high, And close the path to mis er - y.
clouds of night, And death’s dark shad-ows put to flight.
vi - sions cease, And be Thy-self our King of Peace.
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