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If you are a guest with us today, we extend a special welcome 
in the name of Jesus!  If you have questions or prayer requests 
or want to get in touch with us, please sign the guest book in 
the lobby (or use this QR code) or email or call. 

Children’s Bulletins are available in the lobby. 

Service Live-streamed In The Learning Center  Turn right when you leave the sanctuary and 
follow the hall around to The Learning Center if you need a break during the service. 

Prelude:  Please use the prelude as a time for quiet prayer and meditation before worship. 

Prayer before Worship:  Give me joy, dear Jesus, as I prepare to worship you 
today.  Make me understand what my life would be like without you so that I long 
to hear about your grace and compassion.  Help me participate in a way that 
honors you and builds up all who worship with me, and let their worship 
strengthen and encourage my faith.  Amen.  

For Those Who Desire to Receive the Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites 
to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as 
He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The  
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 
with the pastor or an elder.  (Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion trays.) 
 

 
St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 

2001 Old Frederick Road   Catonsville, Maryland 21228 
Church:  410-747-1897   School:  410-747-1924 

www.stpaulcatonsville.org  email: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 
Pastor Gregory Alms          Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director 

 

http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/
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The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 17, 2023 

 
Prelude:  All Who Believe and Are Baptized: Es Ist Das Heil  setting, Karl Osterland 
 (b. 1956) 

 
616 Baptismal Waters Cover Me LSB 616 

 

 

 
Text: Kurt E. Reinhardt, 1969          Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742 
Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320          Tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Sit 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Stand 

Service of the Word 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
  

 



5 
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This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 
C O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout 

prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what 
we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
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Anthem:  Come Ye With Joyfulness: Cantate Domino: Psalm 148  Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni 
 (1657-1743) 

Come ye with joyfulness, come, sing ye, O come ye, sing a new song to your maker, 
O praise Him with the saintly congregation. 

Israel, be joyful and glad in Him who made Israel, and children of Sion be joyful, 
rejoice and be glad in our King. 

 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15–21 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a 
message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to 
Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did 
evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down 
before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 
today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted 
them and spoke kindly to them. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm (spoken responsively) Psalm 103:1–8; antiphon v. 2 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and forget not all his benefits, 
1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, 
 bless his holy name! 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and forget not all his benefits, 
3who forgives all your iniquity, 
 who heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the pit, 
 who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
5who satisfies you with good 
 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
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6The LORD works righteousness 
 and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7He made known his ways to Moses, 
 his acts to the people of Israel. 
8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and forget not all his benefits, 
 

Epistle Romans 14:1–12 
 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 
2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who 
abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you 
to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands 
or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days 
alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the 
day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since 
he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 
  
 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you 
seven times, but seventy times seven. 
 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who 
owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to 
be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So 
the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 
forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his 
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke 
him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison 
until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him 
to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
  

Sit 
501 Come Down, O Love Divine LSB 501 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bianco da Siena, c. 1350–1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833–90          Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering 

(Offering plates are available in the narthex.  You may also give electronically through our website 
at stpaulcatonsville.org/donation.  If you would like to send in an electronic offering via text, text 
the dollar amount you would like to give to 410-888-0161.) 
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955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful LSB 955 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80          Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Sit 
547 The Lamb LSB 547 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953 
Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
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733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past LSB 733 

 

 
 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.          Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727          Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul LSB 814 

 

 
 

5 He fills the poor with good; 
    He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
    And justice for th’oppressed. 

6 His wondrous works and ways 
    He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748          Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76          Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
Post Communion Blessing 

 
Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. . . . 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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798 The God of Abraham Praise LSB 798 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99, alt.          Tune: Hebrew          Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Dismissal 

 
Postlude:  Toccata  Douglas E. Wagner 
 (b. 1952) 

Praise Him with the timbrel and dance: 
Praise Him with stringed instruments and organs. Psalm 150:4 
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Prayer List 

CHURCH MEMBERS 
Lindsey Gay  (hospitalized this past week) 
John Gay (cancer, accepted into clinical trial of new treatment) 
Janice Gay (caretaker) 
Barbara Kester (gallbladder) 
Sandy Hayes (recovering from surgery) 
Merilyn Blomster (blood pressure issues) 
David Nguyen (back issues) 
Debbie Frech (cancer, chemotherapy treatments) 
Marilyn Haberl (scleroderma) 

SHUT-INS 
Mildred Klein, Betty Blackburn, and Janet Conklin.   

FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
John Hahn, former member (issues due to melanoma surgery) 9/17 
Walt O’Reilly, husband of Renata (recovering from surgery, cancer treatments) 9/3 
Tyler Stevenson, Erwin family member (blood disorder) 9/3 
Steve Schafer, father of Alicia Dreessen (skin cancer) 9/3 
Sandy Miller, friend of the Kyne’s (breast cancer) 8/6 
Betty Sanford, neighbor of the Waibel’s (in rehab after a fall) 8/6 
Dawn Martin, family of the Fields (recovering from hernia surgery) 8/6 
Don Whipps, husband of a volunteer ESL teacher (lung cancer) 7/23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer is a great gift and privilege for Christians.  To add people to the prayer list printed in the bulletin, please 
email pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org or dana.stigdon@splscatonsville.org or call the church office at 410-747-
1897.  Family and friends will automatically be removed after one month.  If you want your request to stay on for 
another month, just contact the office. 

mailto:pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org
mailto:dana.stigdon@splscatonsville.org
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News & Notes 

Altar Flowers 
Flowers on the altar today are given by Suzanne Giguere…. 

Lunch On the Lawn 
TODAY!  Join us TODAY from 12 noon – 2:00 pm.  A picnic event for church, 
school, and our Colonial Gardens community.  This is a wonderful chance to 
fellowship together and to connect our St. Paul community with our 
neighborhood community.  Burgers, hot dogs, and drinks will be provided.   

Sunday School and New Adult Education Classes 
Class  Teacher Location 

K – 4th Grade Old Testament –  
God Restores His People Andia Orujov Room 204 

5th – 7th Grade Apologetics Jeffrey Hemmeter The Learning Center 

8th – 12th Grade Apologetics Cameron and 
Vanessa Jones Room 203 

Women’s Meant for Good – A Study of Joseph Michelle Johnson Room 206 

Adult End Times Pastor Alms Fellowship Hall 

LWML Fall Rally 
The schedule for the September Fall Rally on September 23rd:  $5 Registration will begin at 8:30 
followed by breakfast at 9:00.  The meeting will end with prayer at 11:30.   Gifts of the heart:  travel 
size toiletries, feminine hygiene products, diapers. 

Women’s Guild 
The first meeting of the fall will be held on Tuesday, September 26th at 10 AM.  Bring a bag lunch and 
stay for some fellowship after the meeting. 

Lutheran Books and Beer 
Join us as we consider the C.S. Lewis classic, The Screwtape Letters.  We will read it from a Lutheran 
vantage point as we enjoy good beer, food and fellowship at the Rathskellar in Elkridge.  The book is 
available for under $10 at Amazon.  First meeting is September 28th at 7 p.m. 

Community Craft Day:  returns on October 7th. 
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Join the Bell Choir 
On October 5th, Bells will begin weekly Tuesday practice sessions from 6:15 - 7:15 
in preparation for special performances beginning Reformation Sunday 
(10/29)  through Pentecost Sunday (5/19).  If you have ever wanted to ring, 
please join us even if you do not read music.  We can color code your notes so all 
you need to know are colors and counting to 4. Easy—you learned that all in 
kindergarten!!  Contact Carol Taylor 

English as a Second Language (ESL) 
Classes begin TOMORROW, September 18. It’s not too late to volunteer!  Join us on Monday or 
Thursday nights from 7:15 – 9:00 (or both).  Share your culture, help with lessons and meet a great 
bunch of new people.  See Irene Giguere to volunteer.   

St. Paul Oktoberfest 
OCTOBER 28th from 6-9 PM.  We will have good German food, good German beverages and lots of fun.  
Location is Pastor Alms and Suzanne’s house.  The event will benefit the Wyneken Project, an 
organization that supports urban LCMS churches in Baltimore to survive and thrive.  More information 
on the Wyneken project can be found at https://wynekenproject.org/.  Tickets on sale now.  Find the 
link in your Friday email or use the envelopes in the narthex.  Any questions about the event, ask Pastor 
Alms, Chris Parsons or J.B. Jaeger. 

Oct - Dec Portals of Prayer:  available in the narthex, both regular and large print. 

Newsletter 
Articles for the October Newsletter are due by the end of the day on September 25th. 

Serving at St. Paul 
 This week Next week 
Cantor Jim Baeder Jim Baeder 
Reader JB Jaeger Kevin Dungey 
Usher Brian Erwin Cameron Jones 
Usher Jay Barringer Chris Meyer 
Greeter Irene Giguere Pat Wesselman 
Acolyte Ella Nelson Gretchen Nelson 

Daily Readings: Sep 17:  2 Chr 36:1–23, Col 4:1–18;  Sep 18:  Neh 1:1—2:10, 1 Tim 1:1–20;  
Sep 19:  Neh 2:11–20; 4:1–6, 1 Tim 2:1–15;  Sep 20:  Neh 4:7–23, 1 Tim 3:1–16;  Sep 21:  Neh 
5:1–16; 6:1–9, 15–16, 1 Tim 4:1–16;  Sep 22:  Neh 7:1–4; 8:1–18, 1 Tim 5:1–16; Sep 23:  Neh 
9:1–21, 1 Tim 5:17—6:2. 
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