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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Called, Gathered, Sent 

I’ve been reading and contemplating the St. Paul mission statement.  It is in every bulletin we print.  We 
say it at Church Council meetings.  Maybe you have forgotten about it.  Here it is: 

 

 

What grabs my eye are the verbs.  Called, gathered, sent.  This is a nice summary of the actions God 
takes to bring us into His church and the actions he takes through us so that others might join us in the 
joy of following Christ. 

First of all, he calls us.  That calling is through his Word.  His word is not a static smudge of ink on a 
printed page but a living voice filled with the Holy Spirit.  Whether it was a pastor who baptized you as 
an infant, or a coworker who invited you to church, or a friend who comforted you with the Gospel 
during a difficult time, God calls you.  He tells you of Christ, the sin and death Conqueror, who loves you 
and has come to rescue you and forgive you. 

The second verb is gathered.  No one is a Christian alone.  Christ gathers us together into his Church.  We 
don’t sit in our living room trying to be a Christian.  We gather with others, we are formed into one.  As 
a body, as a group, as the church we hear and pray and are forgiven and are fed and we support one 
another and challenge one another. 

The last action word is sent.  God calls us out of the world, gathers us into the church and then sends us 
back into the world.  The mission of the church is a circle.  Gathered and sent.  Go in peace, serve the 
Lord, we say after each Sunday service.  That’s the sending part.  Take what you have received here in 
church -- the word, grace, mercy and God’s presence – bring it out into the world.  Invite others to come 
back with you.  Call them.  Pray for them.  Serve them with love.  In the gathering we receive.  Out in the 
world we serve. 

St. Paul Lutheran:  called, gathered, sent. 

Pastor Alms 

St. Paul 

Lutheran Church 

Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament and sends us 

to reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere. 



Ash Wednesday Service 

February 22nd at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.  

We will gather to being our Lenten journey.  We will confess our sins and receive absolution.  We will 
come to the altar and hear the words and receive the gift that Christ give us his body and blood for the 
forgiveness of our sins.   

Baptismal Waters Cover Me:  Old Testament Stories of Water 

Midweek Lenten Worship Services  

We will look at five Old Testament stories of water and how they teach us of our baptism. We will meet 
each Wednesday at 11 am and 7 pm. March 1 through March 29th. 

• Creation:  Genesis 1 

• The Flood:  Genesis 6-8 

• The Red Sea:  Exodus 14 

• Namaan, Washing in the Jordan:  2 Kings 5 

• Jonah:  Jonah 1 and 2 

From the Congregational President   

Church Council did not meet in January.  We will be meeting in February to start our budget process.  
We will also look at centralizing our minutes for Council and Boards and finalize our nominations for 
LCMS President, 1st Vice President, and Regional Vice President.  As a reminder, here is the schedule 
for our budget preparations: 

− February 28th – INPUT for budgets due from Ops Manager and Principal to AMB and 
SB respectively 

− March 21st  – DRAFT budgets due from boards to Council 

− April 18th – REVISION budgets due 

− May 16th  – FINAL budget for voters in June 

− May 21st – Reports and budget available to voters to review 

− June 4th – Voters Meeting after church in fellowship hall 

As a reminder we need the following positions to be filled around the church: 

- Council Vice President 
- Offering counters 
- Streamers for the Stream Team 
- Altar Guild 

As always, if you have any questions, comments, or concerns you would like to see addressed, please 
let us know.  Our next church council meeting is February 28th, 2023 at 7 pm. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Aaron Nelson 
nelsaar@yahoo.com 



News From the Day School Board 

Learning Center Dedication February 19th  

It is with great joy we announce the completion of the enclosing of the Media Center and its renaming 
to the Learning Center.  Enclosing this space created a new room for joint use by the congregation and 
school programs.  

 The Learning Center is currently be used for the following activities: 

• Music, Library, and STEM classes 

• Afterschool Enrichment Program 

• English as a Second Language (ESL) class 

• Children/Youth Sunday School 

• Small Group meetings 

 We look forward to even more ministry programs enjoying and using this space.   

 Please join us for the dedication, refreshment, and fellowship in the learning center after the 10 AM 
worship service. 
 

2023/2024 School Year Open Enrollment - $500 New Family Recruitment Bonus! 

Enrollment for the 2023/2024 school year has begun.   We have a waiting list for 3rd  through 5th  grades 
and openings in Kindergarten through 2nd.  Please help us meet our goal of a full classrooms.  Our 
objective is to have 12-14 students in each class. As a congregation member you can reduce the full-
rate-tuition of a new family by referring them to St. Paul.  Tours of the school can be arranged by calling 
the school secretary at 410-747-1897 to arrange a visit. 

At St. Paul we offer an education that is better than the public option in academics and character 
formation.    We have smaller class sizes and learning enveloped in a Christian worldview environment 
that meets or exceeds state and national academic standards.  On average, our students score one grade 
level above the national average. 

Choosing St. Paul builds a strong academic foundation in an environment that daily promotes and fosters 
kindness, serving others, self-worth, and respect for others.  We know each child’s name, we cherish 
each child as a gift from God, and we value family partnerships in educating the whole child. 

Mission Brunch 

Welcome Southeastern District President Rev. Bill Harmon at a Mission Brunch 
on February 12th following worship.  We will have a congregational meal 
together and hear how President Harmon sees the mission situation in the SED.   
We will celebrate the opportunities we have to impact the world with the 
Gospel.  Sign up on the bulletin board in the stairwell. 



Got Old Stuff??  

There is a small group working on organizing St. Paul Lutheran’s historical material into an archive (Pastor 

Alms, Heather Krakat and Karyn Borth).  In addition to organizing, we are also collecting material.  We 

are looking for any photos, bulletins, newsletters, minutes of various kinds and any records from St. Paul. 

If you have any material you can either (1) donate it to us or (2) loan it to us so we can make copies and 

return the originals to you.  Please feel free to contact any of us if you have questions, or email 

secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org    

New Adult Bible Classes Beginning February 5th   

Beginning on Sunday Feb. 5, three Adult Bible classes will be offered on Sunday mornings from 8:45 – 

9:45.  These classes will run through May.  All adult Sunday School members should meet downstairs in 

the Fellowship Hall at 8:45 to kick off the new studies: 

• The Gospel of Luke, led by Pastor Alms 

• The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus:  A study of the harmony of the Gospels, 

led by Kevin Dungey 

• Women’s study of Great Women of the Bible, (Mary the Mother of Jesus, Mary 

and Martha, Lydia, Lois and Eunice) led by Michelle Johnson 

Moses:  Live On Stage  

Plans are underway for a congregation event to see "Moses" at the Sight & Sound Theatre in Lancaster, 
PA on Saturday April 29th.  Together we will experience one of the Bible’s most epic stories.  We’ll watch 
as Moses comes to life in this spectacular production on a panoramic stage featuring massive sets, 
special effects, and live animals.  

We have 30 tickets now available on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Price is $84.55 each, to be paid by 
check made out to John Borth.   Please sign up to attend HERE or call Dana in the church office 410-747-
1897 to reserve your seat.  

The show begins at 3:00 pm and runs 2 hours and 30 minutes. Travel time is approximately 1 hour and 
30 minutes each way.  Tentative plans for group transportation and a lunch to be announced.   

Altar Flowers 

The florist that supplies our altar flowers for church has almost doubled the rates this 
month.  We regret that from now on one vase of altar flowers will cost $40.00.  Two 
vases on the same Sunday will be $75.00.  We were told that the vases will be fuller than 
they have been. 

An effort will be made to see if there is another source of flowers that would be 
less expensive.  If anyone has any suggestions to that end, please contact Joyce Waibel 
or email secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org.  

mailto:secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org
https://stpaulcatonsville.breezechms.com/form/a3f606
mailto:secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org


Ladies Guild 

Next Meeting – Evening Meeting 
As part of our monthly rotation we will meet on the 28th of February at 7:00 in the evening in the Learning 
Center at church.  All women are welcome.  We hope to see some of the ladies who are unable to attend 
on those months when we meet during the day.   

LWML News 
Martha McGlynn, our newly elected Zone President, is looking for help planning the District Convention 
in 2024.  She is requesting those willing to help please consider attending a planning meeting on February 
4th at St. Paul’s, Glen Burnie from 9:30 to 11:30.   

LWML Prayer Breakfast 
LWML prayer breakfast will be held on Saturday March 4th at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Laurel. 
Check out the attached flyer and watch News and Notes in the bulletin closer to the event for more 
information.   

Altar Care Committee 
The Altar Care Committee is in desperate need of congregation members willing to set up and clear off 
the altar on Sundays.  This altar work goes easiest if two people do this on a Sunday, so we especially 
welcome couples who are willing to volunteer.  Each pair/couple will commit to one month (or even 
two!) during the year.  The duties include the following: 

1. Set up the altar with wine and wafers and clean up after 
2. Change altar paraments and banners when appropriate 
3. Take linens home and launder them if they become stained with wine 
4. Set out what is needed (water in the font, etc.) when there is a baptism 

Don't worry!  Training is available. One of our current volunteers will help you until you feel comfortable 
with the duties. 

If you are willing (you don't need to be part of a pair or couple), please contact Robbin Dungey 
at marthadungey@gmail.com or call her at 410 698-2766. 

Super Bowl Subs 

The Youth will be taking orders for Super Bowl subs on Sunday, January 29th 

and Sunday, February 5th.  They will be delivered on Super Bowl Sunday, 

February 12th.   Cost of each sub is $10.  You may choose to pick up your order 

before or after the Mission Brunch. 

Thrivent Action Teams 

Are you a Thrivent member?  Thrivent action teams make it easy to give generously. As a Thrivent client 
with membership, you can apply to receive a kit of project materials and funding for different projects.   
If you are a Thrivent member, please let Pastor know if you are willing to support different missions at 
St. Paul through a Thrivent Action Team.   

mailto:marthadungey@gmail.com


Community Craft Day 

Please join us for Craft Day on Saturday, February 4.  Whether you want to sew, crochet, 
cross stitch, scrapbook, or _____ (fill in your favorite creative activity) you are welcome to come!  Enjoy 
fellowship while you pursue your creativity.  The Fellowship Hall will be open from 9-4 that Saturday, 
with plenty of space and tables to spread out your projects.  We look forward to seeing you!  

St. Paul Facility Use Information 

Behind the scenes, a lot of different things go on to keep our facility running.  One of those things is the 
programming of the doors to lock and unlock.  In order to make sure that you are able to access the 
facility when you need to, we are asking that you schedule the facility use by using THIS FORM. 

We have the ability to schedule the Red Doors or the Fellowship Hall Doors to unlock at specific times.  
Our Operations Manager, Steve Haar is responsible for doing that.  The information in this form will go 
directly to him. 

Some things to consider when requesting the doors to be unlocked: 

o Do I need the doors unlocked before the event for set-up time? 
o Do I need doors unlocked on a different day from the event for set up purposes? 
o Do I need the doors unlocked during the entire event?  Or will everyone arrive within a certain 

time and the doors can then be locked again. 
o Any person is able to leave the facility at any time, even if the doors are locked. 

An interesting note:  the doors do not unlock automatically.  Rather, they will be programmed to remain 
open once an authorized code is entered into the call box next to the doors.  They will not lock again 
until the programmed time has elapsed.  When you request the doors to be open, we will make sure you 
have an authorized code.  If you have any questions, please contact steve.haar@splscatonsville.org. 

From the Mission Board 

Missions at St. Paul 
One of our Kingdom Growth missions is our own Southeastern District. The president, Rev. Bill Harmon 
will be a guest speaker here at church on February 12. He’ll share with us how the SED serves its 
congregations and people. Some ways our donations help connect people with Jesus are: church ministry 
scholarships; Nazareth Hispanic Ministry of Baltimore; disaster response teams; lay deacon training 
program; Heart to Heart mission drives for ECCs and K-12 schools; and helping congregations develop 
mission opportunities. Join us for our Mission Brunch and find out other ways our congregation serves 
through our Southeastern District. 
 

Diaper Collection 
From now through the end of February, we will be supporting vulnerable families with babies and young 
children by collecting diapers.  These will be given to the local branch of ShareBaby to distribute.  The 
diapers may be in new packs or open packs.  ShareBaby is a non-profit group that provides these diapers 
and other resources to partner agencies that distribute them in the local Baltimore area.  There is a 
collection bin in the entrance area by the red doors. 

https://stpaulcatonsville.breezechms.com/form/0142b6


Happenings at Augsburg  

Several items of interest this month! 
 
First, there are currently 7 rooms still available in Augsburg’s Memory Care. If you know of someone that 
could benefit, you may contact John Ottena, Heathcare Administrator, at 410-486-6316 Ext. 147, or at 
his email: jottena@thevillageataugsburg.org for further directions. 
 
Volunteers are still welcome at Augsburg Village! Here are some examples of how you could help. 
 

• Knit or crochet prayer shawls for our patients with limited family support at the Skilled Nursing 
Facility.  (Contact Sandy Hayes for contributions.) 

 

Ideas for Independent Living: 

• Provide lectures 

• Provide minimal physical assistance with gardening 

• Provide creative gatherings 

• Provide other programming.  An example: Rich and Sally Foks are currently leading residents in 
our Classic Book Club. We meet once/month and they have brought us thus far through the 
stormy waters of Moby Dick, Emma, Their Eyes were Watching God, and currently, East of Eden. 

• Our Gift shop is still in need of volunteers. 
 

Please contact Tina Minio, Resident Services Manager, at volunteer@thevillageataugsburg.org or 410-
484-3099, if you are interested in volunteering. 
 
There are a couple programs in February of possible interest.  You are welcome, if you’d like to attend. 
 

• On February 6 at 1 pm there will be a presentation about letters written by a wife to her husband 
who was a prisoner in a Japanese Internment Camp. 

• On February 23 at 1pm, there will be a presentation by Jim Johnston regarding the book, From 
Slave Ship to Harvard. 
 

Submitted by Sandy Hayes 
 
 


