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St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
2001 Old Frederick Road   Catonsville, Maryland 21228 

Church:  410-747-1897   School:  410-747-1924 
www.stpaulcatonsville.org  email: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 

For Those Who Desire to Receive The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites 
to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as 
He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and yet desire 
to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.  (Non-alcoholic wine is 
available in the center of the communion trays.) 

Connect with Us 
We welcome you to worship today at St. Paul Lutheran Church.  If you are new to 
our community, please enter your information using the QR code or  sign our guest 
book before you depart today.  Welcome! 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2022 

Tonight heaven and earth rejoice because the glory of the true God is manifested in the human 
birth of “our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). In Him, the Father’s grace, mercy and 
peace rest upon the world and we hear the “good news of great joy that will be for all the people” 
(Luke 2:10).  For all of us who have gone astray like lost and wandering sheep, there is a “a great 
light” in the nativity of Christ.  O, come, let us worship Him! You may prepare to worship the 
newborn King with this collect for Christmas Eve:  

O Lord, prepare my heart to receive your Son as newborn Savior. May I receive 
Him in faith in His Word and Supper. May your Spirit fill my heart with the same 
joy that the angels brought to the shepherds. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Pre-Service Music:   
Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella French Carol 
Coventry Carol English Carol 
Pat-a-Pan  Traditional 

Carol Taylor, Clarinet 

http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/


3 
 

Prelude:  O Holy Night     Adolphe Charles Adam 
Charlotte McKay, Soprano 

Brad Johnson, Piano 
Stand 
Entrance Responses 

P To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
C and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
P Sing to the Lord a new song, 
C for he has done marvelous things! 
P Glory to God in the highest, 
C and on earth peace! 
 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful Rik and Ben Johnsson, Trumpets 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt.     Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786    Text and tune: Public domain 
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Service of the Word 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 368, Bell Choir 
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 
Text and tune: French 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 
C O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may 
also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Sit 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
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6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 96; various verses 
2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
 tell of his salvation from day to day. 
1Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 
 sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
 tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3Declare his glory among the nations, 
 his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
11Let the heavens be glad,  
 and let the earth rejoice; 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
 tell of his salvation from day to day. 
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Anthem:  Quem pastores laudavere: Shepherds left their flocks a-straying  John Rutter 
Tori Johnsson, Soprano 

Shepherds left their flocks astraying, God’s command with joy obeying, 
When they heard the angel saying:  ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

Wise men came from far, and saw him:  Knelt in homage to adore him; 
Precious gifts they laid before him:  Gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

Let us now in every nation sing His praise with exultation. 
All the world shall find salvation in the birth of Mary’s Son. 

 
Epistle Titus 2:11–14 

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory 
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 
for good works. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Alleluia and Verse John 20:31 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 
11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.          Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47          Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
(An offering plate is available in the narthex.  You may also give electronically through our website 
at stpaulcatonsville.org/donation.  If you would like to send in an electronic offering via text, text 
the dollar amount you would like to give to 410-888-0161.) 

 
Offertory Hymn:  Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You. . . .  evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time 
Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
  
Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and 
drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 
Distribution 
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374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child LSB 374 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933          Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

 
388 Go Tell It on the Mountain LSB 388 
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Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt.          Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
376 Once in Royal David’s City LSB 376 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt.          Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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370 What Child Is This LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 
Tune: English, 16th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Stand 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. . . . 
C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
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The Candlelight portion of our worship begins. 

As you pass the light and hold your candles, please try your best not to drip wax 
on yourself, hymnals, furnishings, and the floor. 

 
Anthem:  Stille Nacht  Franz Xaver Gruber, Arr. David Willcocks 

Steve Haar, Guitar 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Alles schläft, einsam wacht Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, Schlaf’ in himmlischer Ruh’. 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Hirten erst kundgemacht, Durch der Engel Halleluja, 
Tönt es laut von fern und nah: Christ, der Retter, ist da! 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Gottes Sohn, O wie lacht Lieb’ aus deinem göttlichen Mund, 
Da uns schlägt die rettende Stund’, Christ, in deiner Geburt. 

 
Prayer Response 

P When all was still, and it was midnight,  
C your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 
P The Lord has made known his salvation; 
C He has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
P The Lord be with you. 
C  and also with you. 
P Let us pray .... Almighty and Most Merciful Father, we thank you that you have 

fulfilled your ancient promises and given us a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord.  
 O Lord, Jesus Christ, glory and honor be to You for out of your love You humbled 

Yourself that we might be exalted; You were made man, that we might be made 
children of God; You took upon Yourself the form of a servant, that we might be 
renewed in the image of God; we sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, but 
You brought us light and life and peace and joy. 

 O Holy Spirit, we praise You for making known the joyful tidings of the Holy Nativity; 
and we ask You to give us new life by Your grace that we may hear the Christmas 
message like Mary and ponder it in our hearts, that it may kindle in us the light of 
true faith.    

C Amen. 
 
Anthem:  Silent Night Bell Choir 
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Please join in the singing of Carols, as printed: 

 
363 Silent Night, Holy Night Bell Choir, Guitar 

 

 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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364 Away in a Manger LSB 364 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear LSB 366 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt.          Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900          Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
387 Joy to the World Rik and Ben Johnsson, Trumpets 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Postlude:  On Christmas Night All Christians Sing  Sussex Carol/Russell Schulz-Widmar 
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Christmas Poinsettias 

Poinsettias were donated to decorate our altar to the Glory of God by: 
 

The Nelson Family 
Pastor and Suzanne Alms 

Don Easton & Carol McDaniel 
Brian Erwin 

 
Poinsettias were also donated this Christmas in the memory of: 

 
* Father, E. Curtis Chandler, Jr., by Debbie Oldhouser 
* Father, Wilson H. Oldhouser, Jr., by Bill Oldhouser 
* Parents Alex & Mary Tews and Elsa & William Giguere,                                                    

by Norman & Irene Giguere 
* Parents, John & Audrey Neubert and Ken & Leona Louden,                             

by Ron & Carolyn Louden 
* Parents, Beth & Bob Dungey and Martha and Jack Sadler,                               

by Kevin & Robbin Dungey 
* Mother of Ed, Ruth Kester, by Barbara Kester 
* Loved ones, by James & Janet Lister 
* Father, Hal Johnsson, by Rik & Pam Johnsson 
* Parents, Ed & Florence Borth, by John & Karyn Borth 
* Brother Donald Frech, by Debbie Frech  
* Father Vernon Frech, by Debbie Frech 
* Husband, Donald Mitchell, by Betsy Mitchell 
* Father and PopPop to Josh and Christopher, Don Mitchell,                              

by Christina Unglesbee 
* Mother of Chris, Gay Meyer, and Father of Jessie, Tom Ball,                                                                   

by Chris & Jessie Meyer 
 
 

 
 


