
St. Paul Lutheran Church of Catonsville  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday in Advent 

December 5, 2021 



2 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 

2001 Old Frederick Road   Catonsville, Maryland 21228 
Church:  410-747-1897   School:  410-747-1924 

www.stpaulcatonsville.org  email: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 
Pastor Gregory Alms 
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Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament and sends 
us to reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere. 

 

Welcome to worship in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! If you are a guest with us today, we would 
like to extend a special greeting from our family. We invite you to worship with us; sing with us; 
pray with us; believe with us; for God has sent His Son to bring life and salvation. The ushers will be 
glad to answer any questions you have. If you have special prayer requests or would like a visit, they 
will also be able to assist you. Please enter your information using the QR code in the back of the 
bulletin, or  sign our guest book before you depart today. Make worship and Bible study the center of 
your weekly life. Be here each Sunday, that we may rejoice in the Lord together! May God  bless us! 
 

FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. Paul in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to 
His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as 
He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 
with the pastor or an elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 
11:17–34.  (Non-alcoholic wine is available in a tray on the table beside the communion trays.)  

Parents 

* A changing table is available in both the Women’s and the Men’s bathroom.   
* We welcome children in the worship service.  If your child needs a break during the worship 

service, the Media Center is available to use.  Turn right when you leave the sanctuary and 
follow the hall around to the Media Center.  The service will be livestreamed in the Media 
Center so that you can still see and hear the worship service. 

Children’s Bulletins:  available in the narthex.  

http://www.stpaulcatonsville.org/
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Second Sunday in Advent 
December 5, 2021 

 

Prelude: Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen: Behold, a Rose Breaks Into Bloom         Johannes Brahms 
                    Advent Sentence: Isaiah 40:5               Toby Wardman 
                            And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. 

Confession and Absolution 

349 Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Kneel/Sit 

Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit (sung responsively) Psalm 81:8, 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 

The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 
Hear, O my people, while I ad- | monish you!* 
 O Israel, if you would but lis- | ten to me! 
I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.* 
 Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it. 
But my people did not listen | to my voice;* 
 Israel would not sub- | mit to me. 
Oh, that my people would lis- | ten to me,* 
 that Israel would walk | in my ways! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 



5 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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[The Hymn of Praise is omitted during Advent.] 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 
C Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that 

by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1–7b 

 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who 
oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who 
thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 
 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not 
kept them.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem:  Behold a Mystical Rose                                               Peter Latona 

Behold a Mystical Rose from thorny stem hath sprung; Of David’s lineage God chose to 
give to the world His Son.  All hail, thou House of Gold, of whom ancient prophets 
foretold; Thy royal praises we sing; Thy womb was the court of our King.  

Behold the Mother of God, yet lowliest daughter of men; at her assenting nod God gave 
His Son to men.  All hail, Thou Morning Star, Who brought Blessed Light from afar, 
dispel the darkness of night, Illumine our path with Thy Light.   

Behold the cause of our Joy, Who bore the infinite Child, to Satan’s kingdom destroy and 
men to God reconcile.  All hail, thou Gate of Heav’n, through thee all graces are giv’n; 
Through thee Salvation came; All praised and blest be Thy name! 

 
Epistle Philippians 1:2–11 

 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for 
you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about 
you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both 
in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my 
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witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer 
that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so 
that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 3:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
  

 
  
 1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 
Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region 
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood 
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
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and the crooked shall become straight, 
 and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 
For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now 
the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, 
“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to 
do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your 
wages.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
  
 

 
Sit 
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344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
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     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Sit 

Offering: Es ist ein’ Ros’ entsprungen: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming         Mary Beth Bennett 
 

Stand 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, . . . .  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Sit 

Distribution 
Communion will be continuous.  Each communicant will approach the altar as space at the 
communion rail becomes available, and will return to his or her seat immediately after 
communing.  Please leave as much distance between you and others at the rail as you find 
comfortable.  After all have communed and returned to their seats, Pastor will give a general 
dismissal. 
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617 O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
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359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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331 The Advent of Our King LSB 331 

 

 
 
5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
    The new self now put on. 

 
D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
    Through all eternity. 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

346 When All the World Was Cursed LSB 346 
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Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 

 
 
 
 
 
Stand 

Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. . . . 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
  

 
  
 

 
 
 
936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel LSB 936 

 

 



21 
 

 

 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Dismissal 

Postlude:  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                  Franklin D. Ashdown 

Cantor:  Jim Baeder 

Lay Reader:  Jay Barringer  (next week:  Michelle Johnson) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Voter’s Meeting:  Now!   

Daily Readings:  Dec 5:  Is 11:1—12:6, 2 Pet 2:1–22;  Dec 6:  Is 14:1–23, 2 Pet 3:1–18; Dec 

7:  Is 24:1–13, 1 John 1:1—2:14;  Dec 8:  Is 24:14—25:12, 1 John 2:15–29;  Dec 9:  Is 26:1–19, 
1 John 3:1–24;  Dec 10:  Is 26:20—27:13, 1 John 4:1–21;  Dec 11:  Is 28:14–29, 1 John 5:1–21. 
 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
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News & Notes 

Altar Flowers 

Flowers on the altar today are given by Robbin and Kevin Dungey in celebration of their granddaughter, 
Carson’s, 12th birthday.  Flowers are also given by the Kynes in celebration of Allison Braatz’s 19 th 
birthday. 
 

Connect with Us 

We welcome you to worship today at St. Paul Lutheran Church.  If you are 
new to our community, scan the QR code and leave your information or fill 
out the guest book in the narthex.  Welcome! 
 

Cookie Walk! 

Ladies Guild Cookie Walk will be held on December 12th.  Cookies will be sold before and after church 
on that day.  Cookies will be $10.00 a pound.  Buy as many or as few as you would like, half of the 
proceeds will go towards a new sound system.  

Kids Christmas Morning 

Please help if you can!  See Irene to sign up.  Volunteers needed this Friday and Saturday to: 

* Help decorate on Friday, Dec. 10, starting at 6:30 pm 

* Work in craft rooms on Saturday, Dec. 11, starting at 8:30 am 

* Help with indoor “traffic” flow, Saturday, starting at 8:30 am 

* Take pictures with Santa, using parents’ cell phones, Saturday, starting at 9:00 am 

* Work as part of the clean up crew, Saturday, starting at 11:30 

NYG Bake Sale 

The youth planning to attend the National Youth Gathering next summer are in the narthex selling 
baked goods to raise funds for their trip.  Check out their yummy offerings!  They will be holding a bake 
sale the first Sunday of each month.  Ask for your favorites! 

Ladies Guild 

Ladies, please mark your calendars our Christmas Dinner will be held on December 14th, 6:30 pm at 
Dottie Frech's house.   All ladies are welcome, just bring a dish to share.  

St. Paul Prayer Chain 
If you would like to be added to the St. Paul email Prayer Chain so that you will be notified  of 
congregational prayer concerns, please email Kevin Dungey at kdungey49@gmail.com. 

mailto:kdungey49@gmail.com
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Angel Tree  

We have again received names from St. Thomas Lutheran Church, one of our inner city congregations, 
and  will support at least 19 children with several Christmas gifts each.  Angels, listing child and desired 
gift, are on the board in the entryway.  Choose an angel, write your name next to the angel number on 
the sign up sheet and take a directions sheet.  Return wrapped gift(s) by December 15.  

Lutheran Witness 

The December issue of the Lutheran Witness is available in the narthex.  This is the last issue that will 
be available at the church.  If you ordered a home subscription, the next issue should be delivered 
directly to your home. 

Sign Help Wanted 

If you are willing to help change the letters on the sign in front of the church, please contact Dana in 
the church office or at dana.stigdon@splccatonsville.org.   

Advent Devotions 
“Wait Upon the Lord” devotions are available in the narthex for families and adults. 

Advent Calendar with Devotions 

“Countdown to Christmas” is a devotion/sticker activity book that includes an Advent calendar 
for children.  Available in the narthex. 

Worship at St. Paul 
Sunday mornings 

Worship at 10 am (Communion) 

Midweek Advent Services 
Worship at 11 am or 7 pm 

Wednesdays December 8th and 15th 

Christmas Eve 
Family Service at 7 pm 

Candlelight Service at 10 pm (Communion) 

Christmas Day 
Lessons and Carols at 10 AM (Communion) 

Epiphany Worship 
Day of Epiphany, Thursday, January 6 at 7 pm 

Holy communion will be celebrated. 

mailto:dana.stigdon@splccatonsville.org
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Prayer List 

CHURCH MEMBERS 

Mike Leuschner (recovering from hip replacement surgery) 

Lindsey Gay (continued prayer as she battles with EDS and related issues) 

John Gay (battling colon cancer) 

Ellen Watsic (recovering at home) 

Vernon Klein, in rehab at Charlestown (continued recovery and strength) 

Paula Staudinger (pain and continuing medical issues) 

Steve Hoffman (recovering from surgery) 

Marilyn Haberl (dealing with scleroderma) 

Linda Cook (relief from severe pain) 

SHUT-INS 

Libby Cruey, Vernon and Mildred Klein, Betty Blackburn, and Janet Conklin. 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Rev. Jacob Sutton, friend of Chris and Jesse Meyer (in ICU with complications for COVID) 11/21 

Phaedra, coworker of Pam Piegols (severe concussion from a bike accident) 11/14 

Betty Bush, friend of the Borths (suffering from advanced Lewy Body Dementia) 10/24 

Bill Slowikowski, friend of the Kynes (recuperating at home from Covid) 12/5 

Sherri Grams, sister-in-law of Dana Stigdon (battling cancer) 12/5 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Prayer is a great gift and privilege for Christians.  To add people to the prayer list, please 
email pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org or dana.stigdon@splscatonsville.org or call the 
church office.  Family and friends will automatically be removed after one month.  If you want 
your request to stay on for another month, just contact the office. 
 

mailto:pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org
mailto:dana.stigdon@splscatonsville.org

