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Lent is a time to reflect upon one’s sinful life and to repent. But
Lent is not only a time to see our sin; it is also a season for
beholding our Savior. It is a time to hear his word. We listen to the
words spoken by Jesus from the cross. These are his “crosswords.”
They are lifegiving words from the One who is Life himself.
ATonight a son takes a mother and a mother a son. They are joined
not by blood but by the word of the Crucified Savior.

+++
Stand

L
C

The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
Amen.

L
C

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to Your name, O Most High;

L
C

To herald Your love in the morning,
Your truth at the close of the day.

L

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Kneel. Silence for self-examination.

L
C

Holy and gracious God,
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my
sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am
ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of
Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I
may rest in peace.

L

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in
Him we are forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the
morning to serve Him.
Amen.

C
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Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane, #436

Text and tune: Public domain

Sit

Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:14-21
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for
all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and
was raised again.
16
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.
Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no
longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the
message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as
3

though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 32:1-7 (spoken responsively as below)
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
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Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Therefore let everyone who is godly
offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,
they shall not reach him.
You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Reading: John 19:25-27
Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his
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mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took
her to his own home.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory
L
C
L
C
L
C

Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Into Your hands I commend my spirit.
You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
Into Your hands I commend my spirit.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Into Your hands I commend my spirit.

Hymn: What Wondrous Love, #543
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Sermon
Catechism: The Creed
The First Article
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures;
that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members,
my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives
me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me
with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against
all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only
out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or
worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and
obey Him. This is most certainly true.
The Second Article
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of
the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is
my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of
the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and
reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.
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The Third Article
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy
Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls,
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth,
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian
church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give
eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.
Stand

Hymn: Not All the Blood of Beasts, 431, v. 1-2, 5

Tune and text: Public domain

Responsive Prayer
L Holy God, Holy and most Gracious Father,
C have mercy and hear us.

C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
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give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life (+) everlasting. Amen.

L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C

I cry to You, O Lord;
in the morning my prayer comes before You.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.
Every day I will bless You
and praise Your name forever and ever.
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C

By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness,
O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the
earth and of the farthest seas.
Bless the Lord, O my soul;
and all that is within me, bless His holy name!
He redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
Hear my prayer, O Lord;
let my cry come to You.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By
Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may
happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may
assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Amen.

C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from
all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have
no power over me.

L
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

L

The Lord bless you, defend you from all evil, and (+) bring
you to everlasting life.
Amen.

C
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Hymn: In the Cross of Christ, I Glory, #427

Tune and text: Public domain

+++

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AT ST. PAUL
PALM SUNDAY, March 28th, 10:00 a.m.
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 1st, 7:00 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, April 2nd, 7:00 p.m.
EASTER VIGIL, Saturday, April 3rd, 7 p.m.
EASTER SUNRISE, April 4th, 7 a.m.
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD,
April 4th, Festival Service, 10:00 a.m.
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