St. Paul Lutheran Church of Catonsville, MD

Saved by Grace, through Faith
1

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School
2001 Old Frederick Road · Baltimore, Maryland 21228
Church: 410-747-1897 · School: 410-747-1924
E-mail: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org
Web: www.stpaulcatonsville.org
Pastor Gregory Alms
Barbara Haar, MPL
Stan Stigdon, Principal · Melissa Sunstrom, ECC Director
Belachew Kumsa, Oromo Missionary
Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director
Karen Ridgway, Church Secretary · Sara Ruzicka, School Secretary
Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament and sends us to
reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere.

Welcome to worship in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! If you are a guest with us
today we would like to extend a special greeting from our family. We invite you to
worship with us; sing with us; pray with us; believe with us; for God has sent His Son to
bring life and salvation. The ushers will be glad to answer any questions you have. If you
have special prayer requests or would like a visit they will also be able to assist you. Please
sign our guest book before you depart today. Make worship and Bible study the center of
your weekly life. Be here each Sunday, that we may rejoice in the Lord together! May God
bless us!
FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Sacrament of the Altar (Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper) is a sacred act established by Christ Himself and given to the whole Church. God’s Word teaches: “Let a man
examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” (I Cor. 11:2829) Therefore, in accordance with Holy Scripture, and out of loving concern for all, we
believe that those who commune should:
a. Be baptized Christians who have been instructed in God’s Word, especially regarding
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the Sacrament;
b. Confess and sincerely repent of all their sins; (1 John 1:8,9);
c. Believe that through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, God forgives their
sins and gives them newness of life (Isaiah 53:4-6; Romans 6:23; II Cor. 5:17)
d. Believe that in and with the bread and wine, they receive in a miraculous way, not
merely a symbol, but the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of their
sins and the strengthening of their faith. (I Cor. 10:16; Matthew 26:28)
e. Recognize that participation at His table is a “proclaiming of the Lord’s death” (I Cor
11:26) and indicates a public agreement and unity with the Biblical teaching of the
Sacrament, and the faith we confess in this congregation.
In Christian love and care, and because of pastoral responsibility, anyone who wishes to
commune with the St. Paul family and is not a confirmed member of St. Paul or a sister
LC-MS congregation, please speak to the pastor or an elder before participating in the
Lord’s Supper.
Non-alcoholic individual cups are in the center of each communion tray.
Unconfirmed adults and children may come to the altar for a blessing. They are invited to
remain standing to receive a blessing.
As Lutherans we believe and teach that:
People are saved by God’s grace alone. This grace is revealed to and bestowed on us
through Jesus Christ. It is through the merits of Christ alone and not by our works
that God forgives our sins and grants us eternal life.
It is through faith alone that we receive forgiveness of sin and salvation. This faith is
created, renewed and sustained by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word and
sacraments.
Scripture alone is the basis for all Christian doctrine, for it is God’s Word; inspired
by Him and thus infallible. It is our sole authority. The doctrines formed in Scripture
we believe are correctly set forth in the Lutheran Confessions (statements of belief).
As a Christian family we invite you to learn more about our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are
without a church home in the area and are looking for a warm, Christ centered caring family where the Word is proclaimed, and God is exalted; we invite you to be with us. We look
forward to getting to know you better and ministering to your needs.
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Second Sunday in Lent
February 28, 2021
ORGAN PRELUDE - Children of the Heavenly Father

Tryggare Kan Ingen Vara

WELCOME
INVOCATION, CONFESSION, & ABSOLUTION
HYMN: Father Welcomes

LSB 605

Tune and text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320
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THE ORDER OF HOLY BAPTISM

LSB 268

Joy Anna Dreessen
Page 268 in Lutheran Service Book
Sponsors: Justin and Katie McDowell
Officiant: Pastor Stephen Schafer
P: Do you believe in God, the Father?
C: Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
C: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY

P O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us
from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault
and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

OLD TESTAMENT
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
1
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I may make my
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on
his face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be
the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but
your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and
kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant between me and you
and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant,
to be God to you and to your offspring after you. . . .
15
And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come
from her.”
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After the reading:
P This is the word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
[O come, let us ix our eyes on] Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- ing the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
EPISTLE
Romans 5:1–11
1
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith
into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
3
More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
6
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while
we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than that, we also
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
After the reading:
P This is the word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
(The Alleluia is omitted during Lent)
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HOLY GOSPEL
Mark 8:27–38
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
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And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they told
him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.”
29
And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You
are the Christ.” 30And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.
31
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and
be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after
three days rise again. 32And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said,
“Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but
on the things of man.”
34
And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
35
For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world
and forfeit his life? 37For what can a man give in return for his life? 38For whoever is
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.”

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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HYMN: Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus

LSB 685

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320
Tune: Public domain

SERMON
9

Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

[1 Timothy 2:1-4]

OFFERTORY

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE

2 Timothy 4:22
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[Colossians 3:1]

Psalm 136

P

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal
feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

SANCTUS - Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 5:3; Matthew 21:9
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LORD’S PRAYER
P Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI - The Peace of the Lord
P
C

AG-

John 20:19

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

NUS
DEI Lamb of
God
John 1:29
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COMMUNION
HYMNS

HYMN:
Take My Life
and Let it Be
LSB 783
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5

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6

Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Tune and text: Public domain

HYMN: Glory Be to Jesus

LSB 433

5

Oft as earth exulting
Wafts its praise on high,
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Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002320

the

HYMN:
Drawn to
Cross,
Which
Thou Hast
Blessed
LSB 560

Tune and text: Public
domain

HYMN:
15

5

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,
That from pain I might be free;
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence I gain security;
Comfortless Thy soul did languish
Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

6

Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.
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NUNC DIMITTUS

THANKSGIVING
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P Let us pray.
C

SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS
P
2 Timothy 4:22

C

P
[Psalm 103:1]

C

BENEDICTION
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HYMN: When Peace, like a River

LSB 763

Text and tune: Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE: Jewels

Arranged by Myra Schubert
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Lay Reader: Suzanne Giguere
DIALY READINGS: February 28: Job 31:1–12, 33–40; John 9:24–41; March 1: Job 33:1–18; John
10:22–42; 2: Job 33:19–34:9; John 11:1–16; 3: Job 34:10–33; John 11:17–37; 4: Job 36:1–21; John 11:38
–57; 5: Job 37:1–24; John 12:1–19; 6: Job 38:1–18; John 12:20–36a.

OVERFLOW SEATING
Overflow seating is available in the Media Center for today's service. There is a live stream
of the service there on a large projector screen. If you are more comfortable in a room with
less people, please feel free to attend worship there. If the sanctuary is filled to Covid capacity the ushers may ask you to attend worship in the Media Center via livestream. You
will be invited to come into the sanctuary for communion. Thank you as we all try to worship our God and be safe.
Altar Flowers
Flowers on the altar today were placed there by Bruce Staudinger in celebration of his
wife, Paula’s birthday and by Carolyn Louden in memory of her father, John Neubert on
his birthday.
MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES—7:00 pm
Wednesdays—February 24, March 3, 10, 17, & 24
Family Devotions and Activities for Lent - ‘With Your Whole Heart’
These devotional booklets are now available in the narthex.
Virtual Prayer Retreat: Abide: Prayer Practices for Anxious Times
March 6, 2021
In this season of fear, uncertainty, and social distancing, Visual Faith™ Ministry invites
you to find rest with God. Join us for a day of abiding with God and one another as we
hear, see, and experience prayer practices that can be done in your personal devotional life,
with your family, or in the larger context of a Christian community. Twelve Visual
Faith™ Ministry coaches and leaders will introduce you to a variety of prayer
practices that are achievable and grace-filled. Connect with these speakers and visual
faith practices that will guide you as you walk in relationship with Jesus, your Savior. For
more information or to register visit: https://visualfaith.wixsite.com/visualfaithministry/
abideretreat or contact Dana Stigdon.
An Invitation to our YouTube Channel
Please subscribe to our YouTube channel. Subscription is a FREE service that enables the
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subscribers to receive notifications via email when our services go live.
Click the red subscribe button in the upper right hand corner of the web page after you
click the link below.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCniyZ1M2mbra7vulrSNFmyw

St. Paul Families,
We have enjoyed the blessings of being able to worship together on-site these past several
months amid the pandemic. As the pandemic continues to surge the best way to prevent
the spread of the COVID-19 virus during our time of worship and fellowship at our church
is to do home health screenings before you visit our campus.
If you have any COVID-19 like symptoms, suspect you have been exposed to COVID-19,
or know you have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, please
stay at home. We will be adding live streaming of Sunday morning and the Christmas Services. Services will continue to be available for viewing any time after the service online.
The questions below can guide your decision on attending in-person worship at St. Paul.
At Home Screening Questions
1. Since last at St. Paul Church, have you or an immediate family member had any of the
following symptoms?
A. Cough
B. Shortness of Breath

C. Difficulty breathing
D. New loss of taste or smell
E. Fever of 100.4 degrees or higher (unmedicated)
F. Chills or shaking chills
G. Muscle aches
H. Sore throat, headache
I.

Nausea or vomiting

J. Diarrhea
K. Fatigue
L. Congestion or runny nose
If YES, you must not come to St. Paul Church until you are symptom free (unmedicated)
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24 hours.
2. In the last 14 days, have you or a family member had close contact (within 6 feet for a
cumulative of 15 minutes over a 24 hour period) with anyone diagnosed with COVID19 or suspected of having COVID-19? If yes, you must not come to St. Paul Church
and School. You may return after completing quarantine for 14 days from the date of
last exposure to the person with COVID-19 or suspected of having COVID-19 unless
instructed by a health care provider/health department to quarantine longer.
Your diligence in this matter is appreciated and will serve to protect our St. Paul Community.
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