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Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament and sends us to 

reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere. 

 

Welcome to worship in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  If you are a guest with us 

 today we would like to extend a special greeting from our family. We invite you to  

worship with us; sing with us; pray with us; believe with us; for God has sent His Son to 

bring life and salvation. The ushers will be glad to answer any questions you have. If you 

have special prayer requests or would like a visit they will also be able to assist you. Please 

sign our guest book before you depart today. Make worship and Bible study the center of 

your weekly life. Be here each Sunday, that we may rejoice in the Lord together!  May God 

bless us! 

 

FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The Sacrament of the Altar (Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper) is a sacred act estab-

lished by Christ Himself and given to the whole Church. God’s Word teaches: “Let a man 

examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and 

drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” (I Cor. 11:28-

29) Therefore, in accordance  with  Holy Scripture, and out of loving concern for all, we 

believe that  those who commune should: 

 

a. Be baptized Christians who have been instructed in God’s Word, especially regarding 

the Sacrament; 

mailto:secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org
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 b. Confess and sincerely repent of all their sins; (1 John 1:8,9); 

c. Believe that through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, God forgives their 

sins and gives them newness of life (Isaiah 53:4-6; Romans 6:23; II Cor. 5:17) 

d. Believe that in and with the bread and wine, they receive in a miraculous way, not 

merely a symbol, but the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of their sins 

and the strengthening of their faith. (I Cor. 10:16; Matthew 26:28) 

e. Recognize that participation at His table is a “proclaiming of the Lord’s death” (I Cor 

11:26) and indicates a public agreement and unity with the Biblical teaching of the  

 Sacrament, and the faith we confess in this congregation. 
 

In Christian love and care, and because of pastoral responsibility, anyone who wishes to 

commune with the St. Paul family and is not a confirmed member of St. Paul or a sister  LC

-MS congregation, please speak to the pastor or an elder before participating in the Lord’s 

Supper. 
 

Non-alcoholic individual cups are in the center of each communion tray.  

 

Unconfirmed adults and children may come to the altar for a blessing. They are invited to  

remain standing to receive a blessing. 
 

As Lutherans we believe and teach that: 

People are saved by God’s grace alone. This grace is revealed to and bestowed on us 

through Jesus Christ. It is through the merits of Christ alone and not by our works  

that God forgives  our sins and grants us eternal life. 

It is through faith alone that we receive forgiveness of sin and salvation. This faith is 

created, renewed and sustained by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word and  

sacraments. 

Scripture alone is the basis for all Christian doctrine, for it is God’s Word; inspired 

by Him and thus infallible. It is our sole authority. The doctrines formed in Scripture 

we believe are correctly set forth in the Lutheran Confessions  (statements of belief). 

 

As a Christian family we invite you to learn more about our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are 

without a church home in the area and are looking for a warm, Christ centered caring fami-

ly where the Word is proclaimed, and God is exalted; we invite you to be with us. We look 

forward to getting to know you better and ministering to your needs. 
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

Christmas Eve Candlelight – 10:00 p.m. 

 

  

                  
 

                                                                                                                                                                         To Us a Child is Born! 

Pre-service Music:   Carolers, Entrance  -  Peter Stigdon, Harp   

Prelude:  Angels We Have Heard on High  - Bell Choir   -  Gloria 

Tonight with the shepherds and the hosts of heaven, we go to Bethlehem to see the Savior, 
God in human flesh. God has come to bring peace and joy to all the world. You may prepare to 
worship the newborn King with this collect for Christmas Eve:  
 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.  
Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to 
the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

-Stand- 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

P: God, our Creator, we offer this prayer on this night of your Son’s birth.  

C: We come to worship with a song of thanks in our hearts—a song of redemption, a song of 

hope and renewal.  
 

P: On this holy night of worship, give us forgiveness for our sins, joy in our hearts, hope in you, 

and peace in our hearts.  

C: On this holy night, lead us to share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shep-

herds, and the faith of Mary who pondered all these things in her heart.   
 

P: Fill our hearts with your love and presence.  

C: In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

Processional Hymn: "O Come, All Ye Faithful," #379 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

+   The Service of the Word   + 

Kyrie   (Mark 10: 47) 

 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

C Amen. 
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Gloria (as below; LSB #368 Angels We Have Heard on High)  Public domain 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

C O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.  

Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come 

to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 

-Sit- 
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First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shined.  You have multiplied the nation; you have in-
creased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they 
divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppres-
sor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.   For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle 
tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.  For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the in-
crease of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

C O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.  

Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come 

to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

-Sit- 

First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shined.  You have multiplied the nation; you have in-
creased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they 
divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppres-
sor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.   For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle 
tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.  For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the in-
crease of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
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forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

R         This is the Word of the Lord. 

C         Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 96 (Pastor speaks the verses and the congregation sings the Refrain as printed below.)  

CONGREGATION (Tune: On Jordan’s Banks, #344) 

A Child is born for us today. To us today is giv’n a Son. 

Upon his shoulder power rests, The Counselor, the Wondrous One. 
 

Pastor: Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!  Sing to the Lord, 
bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.  Declare his glory among the  
nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

CONGREGATION (Tune: On Jordan’s Banks, #344) 

A Child is born for us today. To us today is giv’n a Son. 

Upon his shoulder power rests, The Counselor, the Wondrous One. 
 

Pastor: For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods.  For 
all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.  
Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

CONGREGATION (Tune: On Jordan’s Banks, #344) 

A Child is born for us today. To us today is giv’n a Son. 

Upon his shoulder power rests, The Counselor, the Wondrous One. 
 

Epistle Lesson Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to re-
nounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly 
lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawless-
ness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 
works. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, #380, verse 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

 

Gospel Reading St. Luke 2: 1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be regis-
tered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to 
be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town 
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for be-
hold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory 
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to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 
them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

Gospel Hymn: Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing, #380, verse 2-3 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

-Sit- 

 

Sermon 
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-Stand- 

Nicene Creed (Spoken by All) 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visi-
ble and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being 
of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 
suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 
end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Hymn: The People That in Darkness Sat (as below, LSB #412) 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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+   The Service of the Sacrament   + 

Preface 
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eter-
nally.  Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and mag-
nify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 
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P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 

 In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

 Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and 
drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. 

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Dax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

 

Agnus Dei 
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-Sit-  

Distribution Hymns   

Angels from the Realms of Glory, #367 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear, #366 

What Child is This, #370 

-Stand- 

 

Post Communion Canticle: Nunc Dimittis (Simeon’s Song) 
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Post Communion Collect 

P Let us pray . . .  

C Amen. 
  

The Candlelight portion of our worship begins. The ushers will light the candles of those on the aisle. Light your can-
dle by tipping the unlighted candle and lighting it from the lit candle. Please keep all candles upright and extinguish 

them before leaving.  

P When all was still, and it was midnight,  

C your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

P The Lord has made known his salvation; 

C He has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C and also with you. 

P  Let us pray .... Almighty and Most Merciful Father, we thank you that you have fulfilled 

your ancient promises and given us, in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ, the 

Lord.  

 O Lord, Jesus Christ, glory and honor be to You for out of your love You humbled Your-
self that we might be exalted; You were made man, that we might be made children of 
God; You took upon Yourself the form of a servant, that we might be renewed in the 
image of God; we sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, but You brought us light 
and life and peace and joy. 

 O Holy Spirit, we praise You for making known the joyful tidings of the Holy Nativity; 
and we ask You to give us new life by Your grace that we may hear the Christmas mes-
sage like Mary and ponder it in our hearts, that it may kindle in us the light of true faith  
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and the fire of fervent love.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C  Amen.  
 

-Sit- 

Please join in the singing of Carols. 

 

“Silent Night”    -    Peter Stigdon  -  Harp 

1.   Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright; Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy 
Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

       2.      Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light Radiant beams from your holy face   
    with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
     

        3.     Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light Radiant beams from They holy face 
        With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth Jesus Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”   

        1.     O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the Silent stars go by; Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. The hopes and fears 
of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

2.      For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond’ring love. O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, And praises 
sing to God the king And peace to all the earth! 

 

“Once in Royal David's City”  

        1.       Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed, Where a mother laid her baby    

         in a manger for His bed: Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

         He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all,  And His shelter was a stable,           

and His cradle was a stall; With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

“Away in a Manger” 

         1.       Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. The   
stars in the sky looked down where He lay, The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2.       The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.  I love 
Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

3.        Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay Close by me forever and love me, I pray.  Bless 
all the dear children in Thy tender care, And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
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“Joy to the World”   -   Bell Choir (arr.:  Jeffery Honoré) 

       1.     Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; Let ev’ry heart prepare 
Him room And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n 
and nature sing. 

        2.    Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let men their songs employ, While fields and 
floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, 
Repeat the sounding joy. 

3.    No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make 
His blessings flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the 
curse is found. 

4.     He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove The glories of 
His righteousness And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love, And wonders, won-
ders of His love. 

P  Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.   

 C   Thanks be to God!   
 

Postlude:  Ding Dong Merrily On High  -  Bell Choir  (Linda Scholes music) 
 

Trumpet:  Rik and Ben Johnsson 
 

Lay Reader:  Debbie Frech 
 

OVERFLOW SEATING 

Overflow seating is available in the Media Center for today's service. There is a live stream 

of the service there on a large projector screen. If you are more comfortable in a room with 

less people, please feel free to attend worship there. If the sanctuary is filled to Covid capac-

ity the ushers may ask you to attend worship in the Media Center via livestream. You will 

be invited to come into the sanctuary for communion. Thank you as we all try to worship 

our God and be safe.  

                                         ONLINE RESOURCES FROM ST PAUL  

Weekly Videos of the worship services available at the website: 

  https://stpaulcatonsville.org/about-us/recent-online-services/ 

Weekly Audio of the sermons available on the website:  

https://stpaulcatonsville.org/information/the-voice-of-st-paul/ 

The audio sermons are also available as a podcast. Just search for "The Voice of St. Paul" 

or go here: https://voiceofstpaul.buzzsprout.com/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://stpaulcatonsville.org/about-us/recent-online-services/
https://stpaulcatonsville.org/information/the-voice-of-st-paul/
https://voiceofstpaul.buzzsprout.com/
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St. Paul Families, 

We have enjoyed the blessings of being able to worship together on-site these past several months amid 

the pandemic. As the pandemic continues to surge the best way to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 

virus during our time of worship and fellowship at our church is to do home health screenings before 

you visit our campus. 

If you have any COVID-19  like symptoms, suspect you have been exposed to COVID-19, or know you 

have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, please stay at home. We will be 

adding live streaming of Sunday morning and the Christmas Services. Services will continue to be availa-

ble for viewing any time after the service online. 

The questions below can guide your decision on attending in-person worship at St. Paul. 

At Home Screening Questions 

1. Since last at St. Paul Church, have you or an immediate family member had any of the following 

symptoms? 

 A.  Cough 

      B.  Shortness of Breath 

  C.  Difficulty breathing 

 D.  New loss of taste or smell 

 E.  Fever of 100.4 degrees or higher (unmedicated) 

 F.  Chills or shaking chills 

 G.  Muscle aches 

 H.  Sore throat, headache 

 I.    Nausea or vomiting 

 J.   Diarrhea 

 K.  Fatigue 

 L.  Congestion or runny nose 

If YES, you must not come to St. Paul Church until you are symptom free (unmedicated) 24 hours. 
 

2. In the last 14 days, have you or a family member had close contact (within 6 feet for a cumulative of 

15 minutes over a 24 hour period) with anyone diagnosed with COVID-19 or suspected of having 

COVID-19? If yes, you must not come to St. Paul Church and School. You may return after com-

pleting quarantine for 14 days from the date of last exposure to the person with COVID-19 or sus-

pected of having COVID-19 unless instructed by a health care provider/health department to quar-

antine longer. 

Your diligence in this matter is appreciated and will serve to protect our St. Paul Community.  
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Poinsettias have been placed on the altar this Christmas in memory of: 

In memory of Bob and Beth Dungey and Jack and Martha Sadler by Kevin and Robbin 

Dungey 

In memory of Alex and Mary Tews and Elsa and William Giguere by Norm and  Irene Gi-

guere 

In memory of John and Audrey Neubert and Ken and Leona        Louden by Ron and Car-

olyn Louden 

In memory of Richard Klingmeyer by Linda Klingmeyer 

In memory of Ed and Florence Borth and  Lanny Boarrman by John and Karyn Borth 

In memory of Vernon and Donald Frech by Debbie Frech 

In memory of E. Curtis Chandler, Jr.,  Wilson H. Oldhouser Jr., and Helen Freeman by Bill 

and Debbie Oldhouser 

In memory of Pastor Donald Lutz by Barb Haar 

In memory of Donald Frech from Lynette, Max, & Dasha Frech 

In memory of Carole Erwin by Brian Erwin 

In memory of Gordon and Eugenia Blank  and Leona Dunwoody by Jeff Hemmeter 

I honor of our St. Paul Family by Rik and Pam Johnsson 
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Christmas Morning Worship Service 

10 am 


