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Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament and sends us to 

reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere. 

Welcome to worship in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  If you are a guest with us 

 today we would like to extend a special greeting from our family. We invite you to  

worship with us; sing with us; pray with us; believe with us; for God has sent His Son to 

bring life and salvation. The ushers will be glad to answer any questions you have. If you 

have special prayer requests or would like a visit they will also be able to assist you. Please 

sign our guest book before you depart today. Make worship and Bible study the center of 

your weekly life. Be here each Sunday, that we may rejoice in the Lord together!  May God 

bless us! 

FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The Sacrament of the Altar (Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper) is a sacred act estab-

lished by Christ Himself and given to the whole Church. God’s Word teaches: “Let a man 

examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and 

drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” (I Cor. 11:28-

29) Therefore, in accordance  with  Holy Scripture, and out of loving concern for all, we

believe that  those who commune should: 

a. Be baptized Christians who have been instructed in God’s Word, especially regarding

the Sacrament;
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b. Confess and sincerely repent of all their sins; (1 John 1:8,9);

c. Believe that through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, God forgives their

sins and gives them newness of life (Isaiah 53:4-6; Romans 6:23; II Cor. 5:17)

d. Believe that in and with the bread and wine, they receive in a miraculous way, not

merely a symbol, but the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of their

sins and the strengthening of their faith. (I Cor. 10:16; Matthew 26:28)

e. Recognize that participation at His table is a “proclaiming of the Lord’s death” (I Cor

11:26) and indicates a public agreement and unity with the Biblical teaching of the

Sacrament, and the faith we confess in this congregation.

In Christian love and care, and because of pastoral responsibility, anyone who wishes to 

commune with the St. Paul family and is not a confirmed member of St. Paul or a sister 

LC-MS congregation, please speak to the pastor or an elder before participating in the 

Lord’s Supper. 

Non-alcoholic individual cups are in the center of each communion tray.  

Unconfirmed adults and children may come to the altar for a blessing. They are invited to 

remain standing to receive a blessing. 

As Lutherans we believe and teach that: 

People are saved by God’s grace alone. This grace is revealed to and bestowed on 

us through Jesus Christ. It is through the merits of Christ alone and not by our 

works  

that God forgives  our sins and grants us eternal life. 

It is through faith alone that we receive forgiveness of sin and salvation. This faith 

is created, renewed and sustained by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word and  

sacraments. 

Scripture alone is the basis for all Christian doctrine, for it is God’s Word; inspired 

by Him and thus infallible. It is our sole authority. The doctrines formed in Scrip-

ture we believe are correctly set forth in the Lutheran Confessions  (statements of 

belief).

As a Christian family we invite you to learn more about our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are 

without a church home in the area and are looking for a warm, Christ centered caring fam-

ily where the Word is proclaimed, and God is exalted; we invite you to be with us. We 

look forward to getting to know you better and ministering to your needs. 



 4 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

Christmas Day  

Prelude 

  Stand 

Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City,” #376 

Salutation and Collect of the Day   

   Sit 

Lessons and Carols 

(The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is a service of Christian worship celebrating the 
birth of Jesus that is traditionally followed at Christmas. The story of the fall of humani-

ty, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in nine short Bible readings 
from Genesis, the prophetic books and the Gospels, interspersed with the singing of 
Christmas hymns. The format was based on an Order drawn up by Edward White Ben-
son, Bishop in Cornwall, England for use on Christmas Eve 1880.  The original liturgy 
has since been adapted and used by churches all over the world.) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh 
may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sermon 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church  

Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #380, verses 1-2 

Service of the Sacrament 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times  …  evermore prais-

ing You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 208 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mer-
cy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of 

time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His 
body and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and 

truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My (+) body, which is given for you. This do in remem-

brance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My (+) blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini  LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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Agnus Dei  LSB 210 

Sit 

Distribution Hymns 

"O Come, All Ye Faithful,” #379 

"Angels We Have Heard on High," #368 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Recessional Hymn "See amid the Winter’s Snow,” #373 

Lay Reader:  Suzanne Giguere 

Postlude 
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