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Saved by Grace, through Faith
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Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament and sends us to
reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere.

Welcome to worship in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! If you are a guest with us
today we would like to extend a special greeting from our family. We invite you to
worship with us; sing with us; pray with us; believe with us; for God has sent His Son to
bring life and salvation. The ushers will be glad to answer any questions you have. If you
have special prayer requests or would like a visit they will also be able to assist you. Please
sign our guest book before you depart today. Make worship and Bible study the center of
your weekly life. Be here each Sunday, that we may rejoice in the Lord together! May God
bless us!
FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Sacrament of the Altar (Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper) is a sacred act established by Christ Himself and given to the whole Church. God’s Word teaches: “Let a man
examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” (I Cor. 11:2829) Therefore, in accordance with Holy Scripture, and out of loving concern for all, we
believe that those who commune should:
a. Be baptized Christians who have been instructed in God’s Word, especially regarding
the Sacrament;
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b. Confess and sincerely repent of all their sins; (1 John 1:8,9);
c. Believe that through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, God forgives their
sins and gives them newness of life (Isaiah 53:4-6; Romans 6:23; II Cor. 5:17)
d. Believe that in and with the bread and wine, they receive in a miraculous way, not
merely a symbol, but the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of their
sins and the strengthening of their faith. (I Cor. 10:16; Matthew 26:28)
e. Recognize that participation at His table is a “proclaiming of the Lord’s death” (I Cor
11:26) and indicates a public agreement and unity with the Biblical teaching of the
Sacrament, and the faith we confess in this congregation.
In Christian love and care, and because of pastoral responsibility, anyone who wishes to
commune with the St. Paul family and is not a confirmed member of St. Paul or a sister
LC-MS congregation, please speak to the pastor or an elder before participating in the
Lord’s Supper.

Non-alcoholic individual cups are in the center of each communion tray.
Unconfirmed adults and children may come to the altar for a blessing. They are invited to
remain standing to receive a blessing.

As Lutherans we believe and teach that:
People are saved by God’s grace alone. This grace is revealed to and bestowed on us
through Jesus Christ. It is through the merits of Christ alone and not by our works
that God forgives our sins and grants us eternal life.
It is through faith alone that we receive forgiveness of sin and salvation. This faith is
created, renewed and sustained by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word and
sacraments.
Scripture alone is the basis for all Christian doctrine, for it is God’s Word; inspired
by Him and thus infallible. It is our sole authority. The doctrines formed in Scripture
we believe are correctly set forth in the Lutheran Confessions (statements of belief).
As a Christian family we invite you to learn more about our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are
without a church home in the area and are looking for a warm, Christ centered caring family where the Word is proclaimed, and God is exalted; we invite you to be with us. We look
forward to getting to know you better and ministering to your needs.
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Second Sunday in Advent
December 6, 2020
ORGAN PRELUDE - Behold, a Rose Breaks Into Bloom

Johannes Brahms

WELCOME and LONG DISTANCE CHILDRENS’ MESSAGE

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, & ABSOLUTION
HYMN - Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come

LSB 350

Stand
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)
P: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
Kneel/Stand

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
C: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
[John 20:19-23]
C: Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
Psalm 80:1, 8a, 9b, 7; antiphon: v. 3
Restore us, | O God;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!*
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
You brought a vine out of | Egypt;*
it took deep root and | filled the land.
Restore us, O | God of hosts;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Restore us, | O God;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

KYRIE - Lord, Have Mercy

Mark 10:47
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This Is the Feast

LSB 171

7

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.
C: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son that by
His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
Sit

OLD TESTMENT READING
Isaiah 40:1–11
1
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
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and the rough places a plain.
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6
A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
7
The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
10
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11
He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.
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After the reading:
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.
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EPISTLE

2 Peter 3:8–14
8
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works
that are done on it will be exposed.
11
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in
lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they
burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.
14
Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.

After the reading:
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Stand

ALLELUIA and VERSE

LSB 173

HOLY GOSPEL
Mark 1:1-8
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.

1
2

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
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“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,
3
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
4
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going
out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
6
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and
ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
After the reading:
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
HYMN: On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry

LSB 344

SERMON
Stand
NICENE CREED

C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
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and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

2 Timothy 4:22

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glo- [Colossians 3:1]
rified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

[Psalm 136]

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE

:
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the
very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance
that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying
SANCTUS— Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the allavailing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9-13

C: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
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(+) blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
Matthew 26:26-28; Matthew 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:213-25

PAX DOMINI - The Peace of the Lord

John 20:19

AGNUS DEI - Lamb of God

John 1:29

DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
HYMN - See Amid the Winter’s Snow

LSB 373

HYMN - Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

LSB 621
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HYMN: The Advent of Our King

LSB 331

HYMN: Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

LSB 341

POST- COMMUNION COLLECT
Thank the Lord

P: Let us pray.
C: Amen.
BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26
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HYMN - Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

LSB 515

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE - People, Look East

Wayne L. Wold

DAILY READINGS: December 6: Is. 14:1–23; 2 Peter 3:1–18; 7: Is. 24:1–13; 1 John 1:1–2:14; 8: Is.
24:14–25:12; 1 John 2:15–29; 9: Is. 26:1–19; 1 John 3:1–24; 10: Is. 26:20–27:13; 1 John 4:1–21; 11: Is.
28:14–29; 1 John 5:1–21; 12: Is. 29:1–14; Jude 1–2 .
NEWS and NOTES

ONLINE RESOURCES FROM ST PAUL
Weekly Videos of the worship services available at the website:
https://stpaulcatonsville.org/about-us/recent-online-services/
Weekly Audio of the sermons available on the website:
https://stpaulcatonsville.org/information/the-voice-of-st-paul/
The audio sermons are also available as a podcast. Just search for "The Voice of St. Paul" or
go here: https://voiceofstpaul.buzzsprout.com/
Bible Study Opportunities at St. Paul
We currently offer a Bible study which meets via Zoom online on Wednesday evenings at 6
p.m. Please contact the church office for more information on how to join these Bible studies.
Sunday Morning In Person Adult Bible Class
Sunday Bible Class is being taught by Pastor each Sunday at 8:45 am in the Sanctuary.
The normal precautions are in place: masks and social distancing. Class will go from 8:45
to 9:45 am. You may also see the class on-line https://stpaulcatonsville.org/online-bibleclass/ Please join us!
Advent Devotions and Home Sunday School Materials
available now on the table in the narthex!
Altar Flowers
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Flowers on the altar this week were provided by the Dungey family in celebration of their
granddaughter, Carson’s birthday.
The new Flower Chart for 2021 is now posted in the narthex.
Sign up for your special dates! Leave completed envelope and payment in the plastic box
located beneath the chart marked with Ellen Watsic’s name.
Women’s Guild
Ladies mark your calendars—December 15th 7:00 pm, Dottie Frech's house. Please bring a
snack to share. We will practice social distancing and still enjoy fellowship. Our gifts from
the heart will be hats and gloves for young men living at the German home.
Angel Tree
Please bring in your wrapped gifts by Wednesday, December 16. There is a special bin in
the entryway.
Christmas Poinsettias
Help decorate the altar for Christmas with a beautiful poinsettia. Order forms are on the
table in the narthex directly beneath the flower chart. Leave completed forms with payment in the plastic box located beneath the chart marked with Ellen Watsic’s name.

Check our website and Facebook page for more information
about St. Paul!

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Advent Midweek Services: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace
Advent Midweek services this year will focus on the names for the Messiah given in
Isaiah 9:6: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace. Each week we will
consider how these names tell of the salvation that Jesus brings to us.
Midweek services are at 7 p.m. on December 9, 16.
Christmas Services—Christmas Eve Family Service at 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 10 p.m.

Christmas Day at 10 a.m.
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