
 

Celebrating 500 Years of Proclaiming God’s Grace 

St. Paul Lutheran Church of Catonsville, MD 

 
 
 
 
 

 



St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
 

   2001 Old Frederick Road · Baltimore, Maryland 21228 

     Church: 410-747-1897 · School: 410-747-1924 

     E-mail: secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org 

      Web: www.stpaulcatonsville.org 

       Pastor Gregory Alms 

        Barbara Haar, MPL 

   Stan Stigdon, Principal · Melissa Sunstrom, ECC Director 

        Belachew Kumsa, Oromo Missionary 

        Renata O’Reilly, Organist & Choir Director   

     Karen Ridgway, Church Secretary · Sara Ruzicka, School Secretary 

 
 

Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament and sends us to 
reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere. 

 
 

Welcome to worship in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  If you are a guest with us 

 today we would like to extend a special greeting from our family. We invite you to  

worship with us; sing with us; pray with us; believe with us; for God has sent His Son to 

bring life and salvation. The ushers will be glad to answer any questions you have. If you 

have special prayer requests or would like a visit they will also be able to assist you. Please 

sign our guest book before you depart today. Make worship and Bible study the center of 

your weekly life. Be here each Sunday, that we may rejoice in the Lord together!  May God 

bless us! 

 

FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The Sacrament of the Altar (Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper) is a sacred act estab-

lished by Christ Himself and given to the whole Church. God’s Word teaches: “Let a man 

examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and 

drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” (I Cor. 11:28-

29) Therefore, in accordance  with  Holy Scripture, and out of loving concern for all, we 

believe that  those who commune should: 

 

a. Be baptized Christians who have been instructed in God’s Word, especially regarding 
the Sacrament; 
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b. Confess and sincerely repent of all their sins; (1 John 1:8,9); 

c. Believe that through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, God forgives their 

sins and gives them newness of life (Isaiah 53:4-6; Romans 6:23; II Cor. 5:17) 

d. Believe that in and with the bread and wine, they receive in a miraculous way, not 

merely a symbol, but the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of their 

sins and the strengthening of their faith. (I Cor. 10:16; Matthew 26:28) 

e. Recognize that participation at His table is a “proclaiming of the Lord’s death” (I Cor 

11:26) and indicates a public agreement and unity with the Biblical teaching of the  

 Sacrament, and the faith we confess in this congregation. 
 

In Christian love and care, and because of pastoral responsibility, anyone who wishes to 

commune with the St. Paul family and is not a confirmed member of St. Paul or a sister  

LC-MS congregation, please speak to the pastor or an elder before participating in the 

Lord’s Supper. 
 

Non-alcoholic individual cups are in the center of each communion tray.  

Unconfirmed adults and children may come to the altar for a blessing. They are invited to  

remain standing to receive a blessing. 
 

As Lutherans we believe and teach that: 

People are saved by God’s grace alone. This grace is revealed to and bestowed on us 

through Jesus Christ. It is through the merits of Christ alone and not by our works  

that God forgives  our sins and grants us eternal life. 

It is through faith alone that we receive forgiveness of sin and salvation. This faith is 

created, renewed and sustained by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word and  

sacraments. 

Scripture alone is the basis for all Christian doctrine, for it is God’s Word; inspired 

by Him and thus infallible. It is our sole authority. The doctrines formed in Scripture 

we believe are correctly set forth in the Lutheran Confessions  (statements of belief). 

As a Christian family we invite you to learn more about our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are 

without a church home in the area and are looking for a warm, Christ centered caring fami-

ly where the Word is proclaimed, and God is exalted; we invite you to be with us. We look 

forward to getting to know you better and ministering to your needs. 



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 6, 2020 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE:  Psalm                                                                     Gordon Young 

WELCOME  

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, & ABSOLUTION 

 

HYMN  -    Father Welcomes                                                                                LSB 605 
 

 Stand  

P:    In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.                                                                                                Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)  

 

P:   Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

C:   who made heaven and earth.                                                                        Psalm 124:8 
 

P:   If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  

C:   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.                Psalm 130:3-4  
 

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful  

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our        

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner.   
                                                                                                                               (Luke 18:13)  

Kneel  

C:  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to                            

everlasting  life. Amen.  

P:   Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen.                                                                                                          (John 20:19-23)  

 

 

 

 

 



 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  

  

 KYRIE                                                                                                          LSB 204 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                                                 LSB 204 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P:  The Lord be with you.                                                                                     2Timothy 4:22      

C: And also with you.     

 
P: Let us pray. 

       Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to  

       be the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and  

      steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ,     

      our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

C: Amen  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 

Ezekiel 33:7-9 

 

7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear 

a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked,        

O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 

his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your 

hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, 

that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”   

     

After the reading:  

A:  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.                      
 

PSALM 32:1–5; antiphon: v. 1  
 
Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 

 whose sin is | covered. 
Blessèd is the man against whom the Lord counts no in- | iquity,* 
 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 
For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 
 through my groaning | all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer. 
I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 



 and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 

 whose sin is | covered. 
 
 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                                 

Romans 13:1–10  

1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 

from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the 

authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For 

rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who 

is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s 

servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in 

vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrong-

doer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the 

sake of conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are minis-

ters of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom 

taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor 

to whom honor is owed. 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who 

loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, 

You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other command-

ment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love 

does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. . 

 

After the reading:  

A:   This is the Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
 

    Stand  



 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

   

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  

Matthew 18:1-20 

 

 
P:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I 
say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great mill-
stone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 7“Woe to the 
world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one 
by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off 
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or 



two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into the hell of fire. 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you 
that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the 
Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and 
one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in 
search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it 
more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father 
who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 15“If your brother sins against 
you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that 
every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to 

listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be 
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done 
for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am I among them.”  
 

After the reading:  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C:   Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 

        the Father Almighty,   

        maker of heaven and earth  

                and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  

        the only-begotten Son of God, 

        begotten of His Father before all worlds,  

        God of God, Light of Light,  

        very God of very God,  

        begotten, not made,  

        being of one substance with the Father,  

        by whom all things were made; 

        who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

        and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary.  
 



and was made man;  

        and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

        He suffered and was buried.        

        And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

                and ascended into heaven 

        and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

        And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  

        whose kingdom will have no end.  
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

        the Lord and giver of life,  

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

        who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

        who spoke by the prophets.  

        And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

        I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  

        and I look for the resurrection of the dead  

        and the life (+) of the world to come. Amen.  
 

   Sit  

 

HYMN   -   Children of the Heavenly Father                                                    LSB 725 

 
 

SERMON 

   Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

    Sit 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 

P: The Lord be with you.                                                                              2 Timothy 4:22  

C:   And also with you. 
 

P:    Lift up your hearts.  

C:   We lift them up to the Lord.                                                                  (Colossians 3:1)  
 



P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C:   It is right to give Him thanks and praise.                                               (Psalm 136)  
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

       praising You and saying:  
 

SANCTUS - Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                        LSB 208 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life. In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 

Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children 

from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 

Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all 

 



who trust in Him. We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of 

the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 

come to us in His body and blood. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 

taught us: 

 LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                            Matthew 6:9-13  

Our Father who art in heaven,  

       hallowed be Thy name,  

      Thy kingdom come,  

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

       give us this day our daily bread;  

       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation,  

       but deliver us from evil.  

       For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

P:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He     
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
(+) body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My (+) blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remem-
brance of Me.  
 

PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord                                                     John 20:19  

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: Amen.  
                                   
AGNUS DEI                                                                                                LSB 210 

 



 

 

 

 

      

 

 

   

    

 

Sit  

DISTRIBUTION   

  

COMMUNION HYMNS   

                         What is This Bread                                                                 LSB 629   

                         The King of Love My Shepherd Is                                        LSB 709 

                           Today Your Mercy Calls Us                                                  LSB 915 

                           Chief of Sinners Though I Be                                                 LSB 611 

                            

 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                    LSB 211 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P:   Let us pray 

C: Amen.  
 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION  

A:   Let us bless the Lord.                                                                                      (Psalm 103:1) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be  

       gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
                                                                                                                            Numbers 6:24-26         

C:   Amen. 

 

HYMN  -  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                                      LSB 686  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE:   Postludium                                                                         Gordon Young 

 

DAILY READINGS  

September 6: 2 Kings 4:8–22, 32–37; Eph. 5:15–33; 7: 2 Kings 4:38–5:8; Eph. 6:1–24; 8: 2 

Kings 5:9–27; Phil. 1:1–20; 9: 2 Kings 6:1–23; Phil. 1:21–2:11; 10: 2 Kings 9:1–13; 10:18–

29; Phil. 2:12–30; 11: 2 Chron. 29:1–24; Phil. 3:1–21; 12: 2 Chron. 31:1–21; Phil. 4:1–23.  

 

 

 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

Weekly Video Bible Study  

Pastor Alms is putting out a weekly video Bible study. It is on Facebook but you 
don't have to join or "have" Facebook to watch it. You can click the link and view 
the video. The first one was on Matthew 20:28. The link is below. 

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulcatonsville/videos/1719209134898306/?
extid=73045U6Z1AizbGNL 

 

Bible Study Opportunities at St. Paul 

 We currently offer two Bible study groups which meet via Zoom online. One 
meets Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. and the other meets at Saturday evening at 7 
p.m. Please contact the church office for more information on how to join these 
Bible studies.  

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study Coming Soon 

 St, Paul will soon resume Sunday morning, in person, Adult Bible study. Most 
likely this will happen in the sanctuary. We are working on the details. Stay tuned 
for the date! 



 

Openings at St. Paul Lutheran School 

There is limited space available at our day school: P2, P3, K, and 3-5th grade. Contact the 
school office for more information.   

 

New Member Class Beginning Via Zoom 

Pastor Alms is offering a New Member class which will go through Luther’s Small Cate-
chism beginning on Monday September 21st at 7 p.m. We will make the zoom information 
available to the congregation. If you know of anyone who might be interested in learning 
more about our Christian faith and the Lutheran church please invite them and let Pastor 
know. (pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org) We have Small Catechisms available for anyone 

who doesn’t have one.  

 
We invite you to learn more about Jesus with us. If you are without a church home and are 
looking for a Christ centered place where the Word is proclaimed, and God’s grace is 
shared: we invite you to be with us. We look forward to getting to know you better! 

 

Check our website and Facebook page for more information about St. Paul! 
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