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Welcome to worship in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! If you are a guest with us
today we would like to extend a special greeting from our family. We invite you to
worship with us; sing with us; pray with us; believe with us; for God has sent His Son to
bring life and salvation. The ushers will be glad to answer any questions you have. If you
have special prayer requests or would like a visit they will also be able to assist you. Please
sign our guest book before you depart today. Make worship and Bible study the center of
your weekly life. Be here each Sunday, that we may rejoice in the Lord together! May God
bless us!
FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Sacrament of the Altar (Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper) is a sacred act established by Christ Himself and given to the whole Church. God’s Word teaches: “Let a man
examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” (I Cor. 11:2829) Therefore, in accordance with Holy Scripture, and out of loving concern for all, we
believe that those who commune should:
a.

Be baptized Christians who have been instructed in God’s Word, especially regarding
the Sacrament;

b. Confess and sincerely repent of all their sins; (1 John 1:8,9);
c. Believe that through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, God forgives their
sins and gives them newness of life (Isaiah 53:4-6; Romans 6:23; II Cor. 5:17)
d. Believe that in and with the bread and wine, they receive in a miraculous way, not
merely a symbol, but the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of their
sins and the strengthening of their faith. (I Cor. 10:16; Matthew 26:28)
e. Recognize that participation at His table is a “proclaiming of the Lord’s death” (I Cor
11:26) and indicates a public agreement and unity with the Biblical teaching of the
Sacrament, and the faith we confess in this congregation.
In Christian love and care, and because of pastoral responsibility, anyone who wishes to
commune with the St. Paul family and is not a confirmed member of St. Paul or a sister
LC-MS congregation, please speak to the pastor or an elder before participating in the
Lord’s Supper.
Non-alcoholic individual cups are in the center of each communion tray.
Unconfirmed adults and children may come to the altar for a blessing. They are invited to
remain standing to receive a blessing.
As Lutherans we believe and teach that:
People are saved by God’s grace alone. This grace is revealed to and bestowed on us
through Jesus Christ. It is through the merits of Christ alone and not by our works
that God forgives our sins and grants us eternal life.
It is through faith alone that we receive forgiveness of sin and salvation. This faith is
created, renewed and sustained by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word and
sacraments.
Scripture alone is the basis for all Christian doctrine, for it is God’s Word; inspired
by Him and thus infallible. It is our sole authority. The doctrines formed in Scripture
we believe are correctly set forth in the Lutheran Confessions (statements of belief).
As a Christian family we invite you to learn more about our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are
without a church home in the area and are looking for a warm, Christ centered caring family where the Word is proclaimed, and God is exalted; we invite you to be with us. We look
forward to getting to know you better and ministering to your needs.

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 27, 2020
ORGAN PRELUDE: Prélude

Alexandre Guilmant

WELCOME
INVOCATION, CONFESSION, & ABSOLUTION
HYMN - Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
LSB 790
790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Stand

Tune and text: Public domain

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Psalm 124:8

Psalm 130:3-4

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.
(Luke 18:13)

Kneel
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

(John 20:19-23)

SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

LSB 204

LSB 204

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

2Timothy 4:22

P: Let us pray.
C: Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority.
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be
led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 1
The word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.
4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the
soul who sins shall die .......25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O
house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous
person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the
wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he
shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not
just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?
30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares
the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin.
31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves
a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure
in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.”
After the reading:

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25: 4-10 antiphon v. 6
Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your | steadfast love,*
for they have been | from of old.
4
Make me to know your ways, | O Lord;*
teach me | your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my sal- | vation;*
for you I wait all the | day long.
6

Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your | steadfast love,*
for they have been | from of old.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- |
gressions;*
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, | O Lord!
6

Good and upright | is the Lord;*
therefore he instructs sinners | in the way.
9
He leads the humble in | what is right,*
and teaches the humble | his way.
10
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and |
faithfulness,*
for those who keep his covenant and his testi- |
monies.
8

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
6
Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your | steadfast love,*
for they have been | from of old.

EPISTLE
Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18
1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit,
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not

only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others ....... 14Do all things without
grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine
as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be
proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink
offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.
18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.
After the reading:
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 21:28-32
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his
mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go,
8

sir,’ but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the
kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when
you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.
After the reading:
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary.
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life (+) of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
HYMN - Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
LSB 655
655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(Colossians 3:1)

(Psalm 136)

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS - Holy, Holy, Holy

LSB 208

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life. In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from
the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam,
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust
in Him. We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits
of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us
in His body and blood. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

Matthew 6:9-13

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
(+) body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My (+) blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.
PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord

John 20:19

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
AGNUS DEI

LSB 210

Sit
DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION HYMNS
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord

LSB 637

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

LSB 761

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

LSB 528

I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus

LSB 729

NUNC DIMITTIS

LSB 211

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P: Let us pray
C: Amen.
BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION
A: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Psalm 103:1)

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Numbers 6:24-26

C: Amen.
HYMN - All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

LSB 549
549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

5

Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.

6

7

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
Text and tune: Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE: Sortie

Alexandre Guilmant

DAILY READINGS September 27: Mal. 3:6–4:6; Matt. 4:12–25; 28: Deut. 1:1–18; Matt.
5:1–20; 29: Deut. 1:19–36; Matt. 5:21–48; 30: Deut. 1:37–2:15; Matt. 6:1–15; October 1:
Deut. 2:16–37; Matt. 6:16–34; 2: Deut. 3:1–29; Matt. 7:1–12; 3: Deut. 4:1–20; Matt. 7:13–
29.

NEWS & NOTES
ONLINE RESOURCES FROM ST PAUL
Weekly Videos of the worship services available at the website: https://
stpaulcatonsville.org/about-us/recent-online-services/
Weekly Audio of the sermons available on the website:
https://stpaulcatonsville.org/information/the-voice-of-st-paul/
The audio sermons are also available as a podcast. Just search for "The Voice of St. Paul" or go
here: https://voiceofstpaul.buzzsprout.com/

Weekly Video Bible Studies are available on Facebook here: https://www.facebook.com/
stpaulcatonsville
Scroll down to find the video studies. You do not have to join Facebook to access the videos.

Bible Study Opportunities at St. Paul
We currently offer two Bible study groups which meet via Zoom online. One meets
Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. and the other meets on Saturday evening at 7 p.m. Please
contact the church office for more information on how to join these Bible studies.
Sunday Morning In Person Adult Bible Class Begins
Sunday Bible Class began today at 8:45 am in the Sanctuary. The normal precautions will
be in place: masks and social distancing. Class will go from 8:45 to 9:45 am. Please join us!
Openings at St. Paul Lutheran School
There is limited space available at our day school: P2, P3, K, and 3-5th grade. Contact the
school office for more information.
Altar Flowers
Flowers are placed on the altar this week by Karyn & John Borth in celebration of their 34th
wedding anniversary.
Flowers on the altar add beauty and are a wonderful way to remember or honor loved ones
or mark special occasions. Please consider signing up for one or more of the open dates on
the flower chart located in the narthex.
New Member Class Beginning Via Zoom
Pastor Alms is offering a New Member class which will go through Luther’s Small Catechism beginning on Monday September 21st at 7 p.m. You may join the classes in progress
if you have missed the starting date. We will make the zoom information available to the
congregation. If you know of anyone who might be interested in learning more about our
Christian faith and the Lutheran church please invite them and let Pastor know.
(pastoralms@stpaulcatonsville.org) We have Small Catechisms available for anyone who
doesn’t have one.
We invite you to learn more about Jesus with us. If you are without a church home and are
looking for a Christ centered place where the Word is proclaimed, and God’s grace is
shared: we invite you to be with us. We look forward to getting to know you better!
Check our website and Facebook page for more information about St. Paul!

