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Walking Together
“Keep Christ in Christmas,” “You Can’t Have ‘Christmas’ Without Christ,” “Happy Holidays,”……. We are constantly reminded tht our society has hijacked Christmas. Black Friday
has been moved from the Friday before Easter when Christ died to pay for our sins by His
sacrifice on the cross, to the Friday after Thanksgiving when people pay for corporate profits
and sacrifice their financial future to buy a merry Christmas. People work harder each year
to experience Christmas without experiencing Christ. As Christians we can sit in our
churches and homes and complain about the world that has hijacked our Christmas and it
won’t change a thing and it betrays the very meaning of Christmas that should be in our
hearts. The problem is not that Christ isn’t in Christmas but that Christ has no place in a
growing number of people in our society. How can Christ be in someone’s Christmas if He
is not in their heart?
As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, Christmas in our
society is the perfect setting to share the Gospel of Jesus. Jesus did not come into a world
that was celebrating God’s presence or even looking for it. People were busy doing their
own things, they were caught up living their daily lives and celebrating their festivals, without
looking for the Messiah that the festivals proclaimed. It was into this world that the Christ
came and yet most would not notice His presence. That first Christmas there were very few
who had Christ in their Christmas but Christ came and was present in spite of people’s lack
of recognition for Christ, came not for those who got it right (no one did or does) but for
those who didn’t, the unrighteous. As Paul states in Romans 3, citing Psalm 14, “None is
righteous, no not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.” No one is right with
God on their own. We are all sinners, but Christ came to save sinners. The Righteous One
died for the unrighteous, those who not only don’t have Christ in their Christmas but don’t
have Christ and His forgiveness in their lives. What a perfect season to take Christ into the
world that needs Him but does not recognize His presence.

The Christmas message is so Lutheran, maybe this is why Luther loved it so much. It is a
pure message of grace that Jesus comes to people who don’t deserve Him, want Him, love
Him, have room for Him, but need Him. Our world is filled with life after life that “has no
room” for Christ’s presence but Christ comes. Closed hearts and doors did not keep Jesus
out of Bethlehem. Grace is about God going to the undeserving, those who don’t want Him
and ignore Him. Christmas is filled with grace. Christmas is about gift giving. Christmas began and continues to be about giving Christ to a world lost in sin that doesn’t recognize
their need for God’s gift. But gifts are created by the giver not by those who receive them.
Only one who has Christ can give Christ. If you want more Christ in people’s Christmas,
you have to gift them with your Christ. As Christians we have Christ in us and it is up to us
to keep Christ in Christmas. First we need to fill our own Christmas with Christ so that He
overflows from our own Christmas celebration and flows into the lives of our neighbors and
friends.
Our Advent and Christmas theme is: Keeping Christ in Christmas. If you miss the Advent
Jesus calls us to be a Lutheran community gathered around Word and Sacrament
and sends us to reach the lost, disciple the saved, and care for our neighbors everywhere.

Important Dates in December:
2 Men’s Club, 8 am
3 Women’s Guild Cookie Walk
Voter’s Meeting, 12 pm
Confirmation, 5:30 pm
4 Bells, 6 pm
5 Cemetery Committee, 7 pm
6 Advent Worship, 11 am
Soup Supper, 6 pm
Single Parents Group, 6:15 pm
Advent Worship, 7 pm
Choir, 7:45 pm
7 Asset Management, 7:30 pm
9 Kid’s Christmas Morning, 9 am
10 Day School Board, 12 pm
Confirmation, 5:30 pm
11 Bells, 6 pm
13 Advent Worship, 11 am
Soup Supper, 6 pm
Advent Worship, 7 pm
Choir, 7:45 pm
14 Care Committee, 9 am
Wom, Guild Xmas Party, 7 pm
15 Day School Xmas Prog., 7 pm
16 Church/School Workday, 8 am
18 Bells, 6 pm
19 Barnes/Nobel Fundraiser, 6 pm
20 Advent Worship, 11 am
Soup Supper, 6 pm
Single Parents Group, 6:15 pm
Advent Worship, 7 pm
Choir, 7:45 pm
21 Day School & ECC Dismiss, noon
22 Day School & ECC Closed
24 Breakfast, 9 am
One Service, 10 am
Family Xmas Eve Worship, 7 pm
Candlelight Xmas Eve, 10 pm
25 Christmas Worship, 10 am
25- 26 Church Office Closed
January
1-2
Church Office Closed
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services you will miss most of the Christ this season. The fight to keep Christ in Christmas begins with our own battle to keep
Christ central in our own life. If you want to see more Christ in Christmas begin with yourself. It is so Lutheran to prepare and
look forward to the gift of God in Christ Jesus; born in a barn, born for those who neither wanted Him or deserved Him but
He has called you out of this darkness and is their anything a Christian wants, that you want, more than a Christ filled Christmas? May Christ fill your Christmas so that it overflows.
SPECIAL WORSHIP AND BREAKFAST - DECEMBER 24
On Sunday morning, December 24 we will have a breakfast followed by a service using the Great O Antiphons, the hymn,
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel is based on them. A sign up sheet will be posted in the narthex to sign up for breakfast items.
Take this time for a final preparation to celebrate the birth of Christ. The breakfast will be at 9:00 and the service at 10:00.

Walking with Jesus
St. Paul Lutheran School & Early Childhood Center

Our first quarter is complete and we have sent home report cards that have many
of our students on the Principal’s List, Honor Roll, and Merit Roll in 3 rd and 4th grade:
Principals List for All A’s--Ella Nelson, Casper Hughes, and Sydney Seabrooks: Honor
Roll for an A average--Chinelo Nwanko, and Xavier Washington; Merit Roll for a B average--Joshua Johnson,
Khourtney Orujov, and Xavier Rasulo. Each student was recognized in our Honors Chapel November 15 th.
The Lutheran Schools Consulting Service sent their representative to visit with school parents, church leaders,
teachers, and individual members of the congregation. He had a busy 2 days and we are eagerly looking forward to
their report on how our school and ECC can best move forward. Thank you to everyone who participated in the
survey and the interviews!
We had an outstanding product sale through Claire’s Gourmet. We had sales well in excess of last year. Thank
you to everyone who purchased a product from a student or the school. The proceeds are earmarked to benefit
the playground for all school classes. We also had a well-organized Book Fair led by Ms. Barb Thomas. It lasted for
3 days and was a big hit with the children. We have not had a Book fair in the past few years so this was a
significant addition to our school activities.

We had a library specialist visit us and make a recommendation on the kind of shelving we could use to redo
our library shelving that is falling apart. The PTL is especially interested in assisting with this project. It is our hope
to have a media center that is open, inviting and easily usable by all age levels. We also want to open up the area
by having some shelves on built in coasters so they can be moved to make room for other church activities or
larger school activities.
A big thank you to Robbin Dungey for her help on Hot Lunch Wednesday! She picks up the pizza at Sorrento’s
and distributes it to the classes at their lunch time. This has been a great help to the school—thank you Robbin!
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Family Forum
Tuesday, December 5, 2017
6:30-7:30 pm
Early Childcare Center
Ages 2-4

Upcoming
Forums

You are cordially invited to join us for
St. Paul Lutheran School
Christmas Program

“Get in Line for
Christmas”
Friday, December 15, 2017
7:00 pm
St. Paul Church Sanctuary

And
St. Paul Lutheran
Early Childcare Center
Epiphany Program

“Epiphany, A Time to

Show Who Jesus IS “
January 5, 2018
6:30 pm
St. Paul Church Sanctuary

The “First Monday Munchies”
location for December 4, 2017
is Chipotle
9120 Baltimore Nat’l Pike
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Join us for fun and fellowship to help
support the students of St. Paul!
Santa’s Secret Shop is in need of elves!
St. Paul PTL will host their annual
Santa’s Secret Shop for the Day School
& ECC students on
December 13th from 9-11 am.
Assistants to help the children shop and help gift wrap
their purchases are needed. You can volunteer to help
for an hour, for a day, or for all three days.
The children are so excited to give their own gifts on
Christmas day that this event puts everyone in the
holiday spirit.
If you are available to help, please call the school office
and we will put you on the schedule.3
410-747-1924

School Board Update
Our monthly School Board meeting was on 5 November at 12:00. Here is a reminder of the 4 committees under the school
board and their functions:
- Space Committee - Chaired by Kevin Dungey - Work with Property Committee to provide physical needs of the
school. Actively work on recruiting church and school families for the work days every other month.
- Marketing Committee - Chaired by John Maxwell - Get the name of St. Paul Lutheran School out into the public through
targeted mediums that will reach families who might be interested.
- Technology Committee - Chaired by Aaron Nelson - Develop a technology plan for hardware, software, and teaching technology to the students that is integrated into the curriculum of the teachers.
- Alumni Committee - Chaired by Heather Krakat - Develop a database of alumni from St. Paul Lutheran School that includes contact information, where they went to high school, college, and where they are at today.
Other highlights from our meeting:
- Open House for School is scheduled for 18 November with follow-on Family Forums specific to each grade after that date.
- Board Manual updating has begun

- Motion PASSED to use Lands End as a uniform provider for the school.
- Principal's Job Description sent out for review
- Discussion on phone system not working
- Discussion on Google school reviews
As always, if you would like specific information about any of these highlights, please email me, I will gladly provide. If you
would like to be involved, we gladly invite anyone to attend our School Board meetings. Our next meeting will be on Sunday,
10 December at 12:00pm.

Aaron Nelson, School Board Chairman

St. Paul ECC has so many wonderful crafts and fun activities planned in the upcoming months.
Throughout the year we have a need for recycled materials and supplies. Some of the items we
could use are:

St. Paul Lutheran
Early Childhood
Center

Pinecones
Acorns
Wallpaper Sample Books
Toilet Paper Tubes
Plastic Lids
Old Unused Paper for Coloring
Egg Cartons
Used Greeting Cards (especially Christmas)
Yarn

Your help in donating the supplies is greatly appreciated. Feel free to send items in whenever possible. We would like to
thank you in advance for your assistance and look forward to creating with the children.

Presenting
St. Paul Lutheran
School and Early
Childcare Center’s
Mascot!!

Our new mascot
was designed by
Emi Ridgway.
Emi is a Graphic
Designer and alumni
of St. Paul
Lutheran School

Ministry Updates • News • Resources
Barbara Haar, Minister of Parish

COMMUNITY
Kid’s Christmas Morning
December 9, 9:00 am
Ages 3-12

Life

Sunday School
Christmas
Program
December 17, 9:30 am
Followed by
A Birthday Party For Jesus

Help Children & Families
Understand the True Meaning of
Christmas

YOUTH MINISTRY

Gingerbread House Supplies
•10X Sugar

•Graham Crackers
•Candy

F.R.O.G. Youth Group - Grade 3-5
Church & School Students

M&M’s
Smarties,
Life Savors
Skittles
Sm. Candy Canes
String Licorice

Orange Juice Cartons
Please wash the boxes out thoroughly with hot soapy
water and drain well. Place the cartons in the Narthex
collection box thru Dec. 6.

Donation Basket for all supplies is in the
Narthex.

Our Thankfulness to God was our
theme. Toss in the Turkey was
one of our activities.
YOUTH CALENDAR
December
2 MS & HS Decorate for Christmas, 3pm
7 FROG Youth Group, 3 pm
9 Help with Kid’s Christmas Morning
January
12 FROG Youth Group, 3 pm

Community Trunk or Treat

We had the largest crowd ever with a combination of community, school, and church families. It was a fun
way to get to know each other. The trunks provided a place for engaging conversation. Lots of new “trunkers”
this year brought the total to 18! A hospitality table included a candy guess, prize drawing, water bottles and
free trinkets for the children and adults, as well as information about our church and school.
While walking around the parking lot you came across candy land, cookie monster, Martin Luther, Orioles and
Raven’s, gigantic bubbles and other creative trunks and costumes. Thanks to Kate Baeder and Heather
Krakat for coordinating this event and Pam Johnsson for the electronic publicity. God blessed us with a
beautiful day!

St. Paul Celebrates

THY STRONG WORD

Luther brought us back to the
Word of God. His message that
we are saved by Grace alone
through faith brought peace to
many people during his time and
for us today.

God, bring us into your Word
daily. Your Word gives us the
firm hope of being with you for
eternity. For this we are thankful.

New Members
On Reformation Sunday we welcomed the Oromo
group as members of St. Paul.
Currently they meet on Sundays in the Media Center
to worship in their native language. We enjoy having
them worship with us also.
God bless us as we come together to be in mission
connecting people to Jesus.

Angel Tree
Once again our St. Paul community, working through St. Thomas Lutheran Church in west
Baltimore, will help to sponsor children with Christmas gifts. We have obtained names and the
tree is up in the narthex. We have taken 20 children to sponsor and each will receive 3 gifts
(1 gift per tree angel). Please follow the instructions posted with the Angel Tree. Sign
your name on the posted list next to the angel number. After wrapping the gift, tape the
angel with the child’s name showing to the present, and return the package by 11:00 service
on Sunday December 17. The gifts will be taken to St. Thomas and distributed at a special
evening worship service that same evening. Please know that for some of these children, these may be the only gifts
they receive. Thank you for this gift of love.

English as a Second Language (ESL)
What a Fall session! Registration was 47 (the highest we’ve ever had), with nightly attendance ranging from 13
students to 34 students. What a blessing! Our students come from very diverse backgrounds. Here’s a list with
country and number:
El Salvador- 22
Guatmala-4
Panama- 1
Honduras-3
Columbia- 1

Ecuador- 1
Mexico - 1
Afghanistan - 1
Pakistan - 3

Morocco- 4
Viet Nam- 2
Japan-1
Iran- 2
China - 1

This ministry flourishes because of God’s grace, the community needs, and the time and talents given by our
volunteers. Special thanks to: Brian Erwin, Betsy Mitchell, Suzanne Middleton, Martha Wagley, Joyce
Waibel, Betsy Whipps, Pat Previdi, Alize Ahmed, and teachers Julie Schafer, and Irene Giguere (Pat,
Betsy W, and Alize are volunteers from the community).
This ministry allows us to welcome immigrants to our community, and show them the love of the Lord through
personal relationships and invitations to our St. Paul events. This Fall, we had students and families attend Trunk or
Treat, and one family joined us for Sunday worship and meal on our Thanksgiving Sunday. It is a ministry where
blessings abound for both students and the volunteers- and the rewards are immeasurable. Please join us! Our
Winter Session runs January 22- March 22.

Furniture Needed!
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is looking for gently used living room furniture for their Fellowship Room.
They specifically need sofas, loveseats, and soft chairs. If you are downsizing (or just cleaning out) and have
something to donate, contact Cricket Hatton at: cricket197140@yahoo.com. Thank you!

THE LUTHERAN HOUR has ceased broadcasting on WBAL--1090 AM
and switched to WCBM--680 AM on Sundays at 3:30 p. m.

Women’s Guild
Let the ladies of St Paul help you with your holiday baking.
We will be having our annual cookie walk on Sunday Dec. 3rd before and
after each service. The cost of cookies will be $7.50 a pound.

Asset Management News
It has been brought to the attention of the Asset Management Board that the kitchen has been
continually left in a mess. While we do have a cleaning crew that comes in at night to clean our
facility they are not paid to wash dishes or generally pick up after members, staff, or outside entities
that have used the kitchen.
If you use any appliances, pots, pans, dishes, utensils, hot lunch condiments, please clean them and put them away before
you leave to go home daily. Left over party foods should be placed in the refrigerator and not left out on the tables.
Anything found in the sink, tables, or on the counters will be thrown in the trash.
Thank you for helping to keep our church and school clean.

ELDER’S UPDATE
The Elders have decided that each elder will begin his flock list with congregational members he knows personally. We
spent time at our last meeting calculating each elder's flock list. From the members purged from each elder's original list
(members an elder does not know personally) other elders either added to their lists or, if not claimed, those names were
put into the "Inactives List."
From the Inactives List, the Elders will proceed as follows:
The first inactive members to be contacted will be from the list presented at the last Voters' meeting. That motion was
tabled; therefore, the status of these individuals must be established.
From the Inactives List of St. Paul members, elders will first attempt to contact (personally, by phone, and then by letter,
"return receipt requested") those who have attended a service at St. Paul in the last two calendar years.
Elders will attempt to establish the whereabouts of people on the Inactives List of St. Paul members who have not
attended since before the fall of 2015. If their whereabouts cannot be determined, the constitution allows such
people to be released.
The Elders for 2017-2018 are Bill Oldhouser (Head), Norm Giguere, Jim Baeder, Jeff Piegols, Bruce Staudinger, and
Kevin Dungey.
In His Name,
Kevin Dungey

Congregational President
The church council set 4 goals for the 2017-18 year at its meeting August 24 – these are to be discussed at
board and council meetings throughout the year:
To work toward Financial Stability -- The church council will present a balanced budget for the 2018-19
budget year.
To connect members and increase member involvement in intentional ministry – Each Board and Staff
member will seek greater involvement of 5 new people in the intentional ministry of the work of the Boards
and Committees this year.
To evaluate our school ministry – The church council will see that a program, by an outside group, to evaluate the School Ministry will take place as soon as possible.
To unite the Church and School ministry and increase involvement – The church council will seek to
build closer relationships and involvement of the church and school members and ministries in the activities
and programs of the church and school.
The Call Committee, as established in the by-laws, is asking the members of the congregation for names to
consider for the position of principal of the school, if you have a name please give it to Ken Waibel ASAP! I have
been in contact with Sally Hiller from the Southeastern District requesting names of possible candidates. The committee will meet in January to begin discussion and interviews of possible candidates for the position of principal of the
school. The tentative time line that I propose is; Sept. – Dec. search for candidates; Jan –March interview candidates;
April special call meeting for position of principal.

The T Mobile project has begun. The delay was due to lack of materials. A project manager is needed for
this project. If you are interested, please contact the Board of Asset Management.
A special voters meetings will be held DECEMBER 3, 2017. The agenda for this meeting is: vote on the by-law
changes; nominations and overtures for the Southeastern District Convention to be held in May, 2018; and request
for names for the “call” for principal of the school.

Double Ringers
This fall we have two bell choir groups: The Choralbells and The Ringtones. How come? A funny
fluke of things transpired and here we are. So far, we have been blessed to ring for several
worship services and hope to continue exploring all sorts of music opportunities playing classical
hymn tunes and contemporary music.
If you are interested to join us, please contact Julie at thetropicalhut@gmail.com.

CARE COMMITTEE
Help us care for St. Paul Community who are ill, undergoing treatment, have a family
crisis, or a new baby. These are the current needs:
Meals prepared to keep in the church freezer
Help transporting someone to an appointment.
Supplying gift cards to give families to purchase meals
You can help one time or ask to be included on a rotating list and serve every couple
months.
We welcome all help!!
Please contact Irene Giguere, Carolyn Louden, Debbie Oldhouser, or
Karen Ridgway if you are available to help.

WORSHIPING TOGETHER IN DECEMBER
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Note: The sermon texts are in italic print
December 3—First Sunday in Advent
Theme: “Lord, Rend the Heavens and Come Down”
Bible Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9; Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 11:1-10
Service: Matins—8:15, Setting 3—Holy Communion—11:00
December 10—Second Sunday in Advent
Theme: “Lord, Comfort Your People”
Bible Readings: Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8
Service: Setting 3—Holy Communion—8:15; Matins—11:00
December 17—Third Sunday in Advent
Theme: “Lord, Proclaim Your Gospel”
Bible Readings: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8 19-28
Service: Matins—8:15, Setting 3—Holy Communion—11:00
Sunday School Christmas Program—9:30 am
December 24—Fourth Sunday in Advent
Theme: “Great O Antiphons of Advent”
Bible Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
Service: Printed Order of Service—No Communion
ONE SERVICE—10:00 am
BREAKFAST—9:00 am
December 31—1st Sunday after Christmas
Theme: “Keeping Christ in Christmas”
Bible Readings: Isaiah 61:10 62:3; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40
Services: A printed order of service of readings and carols.—Communion at both Services
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES
ADVENT SERVICES
Wednesdays
Theme: “Keeping Christ In Christmas”
Many people complain that Christ is no longer the reason for people’s Christmas celebration. In many places
Christmas has become a secular celebration with a Christian origin; but what is Christmas really about and how do
we as Christians strive to keep Christ at the center of our celebration of Christmas in our church, our family and in
our individual hearts?
ADVENT SERVICES

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Services—11:00 am & 7:00 pm

CHRISTMAS EVE

Suppers—6:00 pm
November 29—1st Advent Midweek Service—Christ
December 6—2nd Advent Midweek Service—Hope
December 13—3rd Advent Midweek Service—Redeemer
December 20—4th Advent Midweek Service—In

7 pm—Family Christmas Eve Service
Theme: “In Bethlehem”
10 pm—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Theme: “Savior”
Holy Communion
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE—10 am
Theme: “The Reason”
Holy Communion
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8:15 AM
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Kevin Dungey

8:15 AM

10

Steve Haar

Kevin Dungey

8:15 AM
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Steve Haar

Jeff Piegols

10:00 AM

24

10:00 AM

25

8:15 AM
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS IN DECEMBER

8:15 AM
Kevin Dungey

Debbie Frech

ELDER

ALTAR CARE-S. Goscinski & J. Driscoll

XXXXXXXX

Karen Bok

Steve Haar

Alicia Dreessen

Suzanne Giguere

Steve Haar

XXXXXXXX

Irene Giguere

XXXXXXXX

Merilyn Blomster

CANTOR

Pat Chinn

READER

Steve Haar

Jay Barringer
XXXXXXXX
Merilyn Blomster

Kevin Dungey

Bill Oldhouser
Pat Wesselman

XXXXXXXX
Debbie Oldhouser

XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX

COMMUNION ASSIST.
GREETER (NARTHEX)

Dottie Frech

11:00 AM

Jeff Hemmeter

Greg McDonald

Doris Schascheck

Brian Erwin

Kevin Dungey

Steve Haar

Pat Wesselman

Lee Niemeyer
Taylor Dungey

Steve Haar

Irene Giguere

Cameron Jones
Kyle Niemeyer
Steve Haar

7:00 PM

Doris Schascheck

XXXXXXXX
Bill Oldhouser
Seth Bok
11:00 AM

Pat Chinn

USHER
XXXXXXXX
Steve Haar
11:00 AM

XXXXXXXX

USHER
XXXXXXXX
11:00 AM

GREETER (FELL.HALL)

SOUND SYSTEM
11:00

Jeff Piegols

Bruce Staudiger

Jeff Piegols

XXXXXXXX

Collin Staudinger

Jeff Piegols

ELDER
Steve Haar

XXXXXXXX

Barb Thomas

Steve Haar

XXXXXXXX

Bruce Staudinger
Barb Thomas

Shirley Goscinski

Steve Haar

XXXXXXXX

LaVerne Kyne

Ben Haberl

Steve Haar

CANTOR

XXXXXXXX

Linda Klingmeyer

Ghrmazion Hagos

XXXXXXX

READER

XXXXXXXX

Jim Kyne

Andia Orujov

COMMUNION ASSIST.

XXXXXXXX

Paul Lubell

Jim Baeder

GREETER (NARTHEX)

XXXXXXXX

Steve Haar

Andia Orujov

GREETER (FELL.HALL)

XXXXXXXX

Steve Haar

S. Haar & B. Oldhouser

Cindi Rinaldi

Melissa Sunstrom

USHER

Steve Haar

J. Harris & S. Goscinski

Bruce Staudinger

USHER
XXXXXXXX

K. Niemeyer/B. Erwin

SOUND SYSTEM

N. Giguere/J. Waibel

XXXXXXXX

Jeff Hemmeter

Kevin Dungey

10:00 PM

Steve Haar
L. Klingmeyer/J.
Harris

COUNTERS

ELDER
CANTOR
READER

COMMUNION ASSIST.
GREETER (NARTHEX)
GREETER (FELL.HALL)
USHER
USHER
SOUND SYSTEM

Aaron & Christina Nelson

Jacob Dernoeden

Brad Johnson
Beth Dungey
Ben Haberl
Kyle Niemeyer
Caitlyn Mackall
Rosalee Crouse
Carson Ryman
Ogetti Belina

Betty Blackburn
Peggy Brannan
Milton Toelle
Elsie Cuffley
John Sprainis
Ellen Watsic
Shirley Goscinski
Marilyn Haberl

December Anniversaries

December Birthdays

December

Merry Missions!
As the Church Year is just starting and we prepare for the coming of Christ at Christmas, it is a great time to present
to the St. Paul congregation what the Mission Board has been planning for all of us to do this year. And I mean all of us
because we are all in this mission together – to share the love of Christ with the lost and invite them to spend eternity with
us in God’s Kingdom! We as a board want to help you all (and ourselves) learn to carry out this great charge more often
and better than we have before.
At our October board meeting, we discussed several goals which we are in the process of finalizing. The draft versions
are the following:
Incorporate the Gospel into each program intentionally
Encourage and better equip congregational members to share Christ in their daily lives
Improve outreach to school families
Develop a system to follow-up on guests in a timely and effective manner
Better communicate what is happening with the missions we support.
Incorporating the Gospel into each program intentionally is kind of self-explanatory, but not necessarily easy. The
reason we want to do this is that we may have only one chance to interact with a person from the community. While our
love, caring actions, and helpful programs are of great benefit and are done in the name of Christ, if people don’t find out
who Christ is or why He’s important to them, it will not be a benefit eternally. Sure, we can always hope that our kindness
will bring them back to the church for more activities or the Holy Spirit will lead them to other witnesses for Christ, but
we should do our best to explain the hope of salvation we have while we can. This isn’t easy to do in our programs. We
will need to be creative in written and spoken word and in the gifts we hand out at our events to make sure the saving
power of the Gospel goes with all our guests. Do you have any ideas? We’d love to hear them!
How can the Mission Board encourage and better equip congregational members to share Christ in their daily lives?
We will continue to make use of iNeighborhood (a SE District personal outreach program) and its tools and suggestions
for reaching out such as Prayer Walks and community service projects like the Shredding Day. We also hope to provide
suggestions for and training in ways to engage neighbors and coworkers in conversations that can lead to discussions of
spiritual topics. The programs planned by Barb Haar and her committees also give us several organized opportunities to
share our love and faith with school families and visitors from the community. Please volunteer for an activity planning
committee and/or serve during the activities to help us do a great job reaching out!
We hope to improve our outreach to school families this year. This could include better advertising and inclusion of
school families in church activities, more intentional opportunities for Gospel sharing in school programs and activities,
and some suggestions and training for the staff and teachers to engage the families of students in conversations about faith.
If you have some ideas for this, we’ll be glad to hear them!
We want to develop a system to follow up with guests in a timely and effective manner. We do a pretty good job of
recognizing visitors and engaging with them, but after that we need a plan. We don’t want people who have come to our
church to never be contacted or contacted so late that they already feel ignored. We will be coming up with ideas for
effectively following up with them without being pushy or intrusive.
The Mission Board recognizes we need to better communicate what is happening with the missions we support. We
will use the newsletters this year to highlight the multiple missions that we support. Recently, we decided to provide
funding to Caitlin Worden who is serving in Peru. We will tell you more about her ministry soon. We just provided
some initial financial support to St. Paul’s Oromo Ministry, also known as the Oromo Faith Army Ministry, to help
catechize their members and provide training for their leadership. As we are now partners together, it will be exciting to
find out more about each other this year. It already began at our recent combined services and Thanksgiving Dinner!

As you give Christmas presents to your loved ones this year, consider the Present of Christ to you. Who in your life
needs to hear about the Gift that was given for them? Let’s spend this New Year individually and together being as
generous as possible with the most important gift God has given us!
In Him,
Rik Johnsson
Mission Board Chairman

Have a Blessed Christmas!

We Need Bakers!!
If you are willing to donate 4 or 5 dozen cookies please let
Carolyn Louden or Dottie Frech know.
Please plan on shopping with us, before and after each
service on December 3.
Cookies are $7.50 per lb.

Altar Care Volunteers
Anyone interested in learning how to prepare the altar for worship please contact Shirley Goscinski. Altar Care volunteers
usually serve for one month out of the year. You can care for the altar alone or with a friend. Tending the altar is a fulfilling way to
serve the Lord. Also, there is a need for large, metal juice cans to hold the flowers for Sunday Worship. If you have any to donate,
please wash them thoroughly and drop them off in the church office.

"Thank you to my St Paul family for the many prayers and cards during my recovery.
I am so blessed by your love and support.”
-Karyn Borth
Many thanks to Linda Klingmeyer for taking on the huge job of shredding old church
documents. Your help is really appreciated, Linda. Thanks so much!

Festival of the Nativities
December 2, 2017
1:00pm – 6:00pm
Enjoy a casual Saturday afternoon of Christmas joy at
First Lutheran Church of Bowie MD at the Festival of
Nativities where more than 100 Nativities will be displayed. Crafts for children will be available throughout
the day as well as a special coloring table, wonderful
food, and good music. There is no cost to this event,
food donations are appreciated and will be used to fill
the shelves of the Bowie Pantry……
In addition, there will be a Christmas Shoppe where
homemade items will be available for sale. Proceeds
from the Christmas Shoppe will support the building
of schools in Uganda.

Christmas Bazaar
CALVARY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Saturday, December 2, 2017, noon – 4pm, featuring
Vendors (including LuLaRoe), Food, Crafts, Holiday
Décor, Stuff for the Kids, Cookie Walk and more!

Calvary Lutheran Church & Early
Childhood Learning Center,
2625 E. Northern Parkway,
Baltimore, MD 21214.
For more information, call 410.426.4301 or visit
calvarydifference.com.

Facebook – First Lutheran Church of Bowie - LCMS
Website : FLCOB.com

St. Paul Lutheran Church
and School
2001 Old Frederick Road
Catonsville, MD 21228
410-747-1897

secretary@stpaulcatonsville.org

Visit our website:
www.stpaulcatonsville.org

See us on Facebook:
Church
St. Paul Lutheran Church and School—Catonsville
http://bit.ly/1S7jCd4
School
St. Paul Lutheran School Catonsville
http://bit.ly/1ZYCd0r

Current calendar information
may always be found on our
website @
www.stpaulcatonsville.org
Click on Resources in the
navigation bar at the top of the
Home page and then scroll down
to Church Calendar!

ADVENT SERVICES

Don’t

Services—11:00 am & 7:00 pm

Forget!

Suppers—6:00 pm
November 29—1st Advent Midweek Service—Christ
December 6—2nd Advent Midweek Service—Hope
December 13—3rd Advent Midweek Service—Redeemer
December 20—4th Advent Midweek Service—In
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
CHRISTMAS EVE
7 pm—Family Christmas Eve Service
Theme: “In Bethlehem”
10 pm—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Theme: “Savior”
Holy Communion
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE—10 am
Theme: “The Reason”
Holy Communion

St. Paul PTL has their next
“First Monday Munchies”
fundraiser to benefit St. Paul School
& Early Childcare Center
on
December 4th
at

Chipotle

9120 Balto. Nat’l Pike
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Funds for all First Monday Munchies events
will be used to improve the school library!
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

